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From the Chairman
As we enter a new year there are a num-
ber of changes within the Thunderbirds 
Alumni Association that I want to pass 
on to you.

During their last meeting prior to 
reunion, the 2014-15 Board elected 
Mike “Mo” Beale (Solo Pilot 1990-91) 
the Associations’ Vice Chairman, 
Jim Dye (NCOIC Aerospace Ground 
Equipment/Assistant Crew Chief  
#7/Assistant Specialist Flight Chief  

1995-99) Membership Chairman, Frank Howe (PA Administrator 
1995-98) Nominations/Elections Chairman and Chuck “Bam-Bam” 
Lombardo (Aircraft Maintenance Technician and Crew Chief #8 
1971-75) 2017 Reunion Chairman.

I would like to extend my deepest thanks to all the 2012-15 board 
members who recently completed their four-year terms. They include 
Kevin “Joker” Mastin (Solo 2000-01), Lennie Coleman (Right Wing 
1991-92), Shawn “Norm” Pederson (Solo 2001-02), Eric “Flak” 
Schnaible, (Public Affairs Officer 1992-94) and Carey “CB” Shoff 
(Assistant Crew Chief #1/Electrical Systems Specialist 1994-97). 

Your dedication and service to this Association is the fuel that drives 
us and the glue that binds us.

For those of you who weren’t there, I announced Lifetime Allegiant 
Doris “Doe” Wilson’s retirement, effective Jan. 1. She served our orga-
nization for 28 years. This was her last reunion as a worker, but hope-
fully we’ll see her at the next reunion as an attendee. Thanks Doe for 
all that you have done for us over the years. 

Beginning Jan. 1 administrative duties are now being handled by Al 
Eakle, who will also continue to serve as ThunderRolls editor and 
webmaster. Shellie Vaught will take on the secretarial duties that Doe 
was covering.

I also announced at the business meeting we are going paperless as 
much as possible. Our website is set up for people to join online and 
pay with a credit card. And if you are paying dues annually, you can 
do that online as well. If you haven’t done so, I recommend you sign 
up for electronic distribution of ThunderRolls. Simply send a note to 
Al Eakle at al.eakle@gmail.com. We are asking people to do this now 
as it saves printing and postage costs.

Our 62nd Anniversary Reunion was a huge success, with more than 
550 alumni, current team members, TBAA associates and guests 
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From the Boss
Thunderbirds,

A new Team and a new show season 
schedule – that’s what characterizes the 
time since we last met at the Thunderbirds 
Reunion. The well-oiled machine contin-
ues on, always striving to improve upon 
yesterday. 

The reunion was a great event and many 
thanks go out to those who made it all 
happen! What a privilege it was to meet 
all those Teams that paved the way and 

established the Thunderbirds brand we are all so proud to be a part of. 
Thanks to all of you who were able to attend the over-the-field demo; 
the show and alumni presence made the season’s closeout performance 
even more memorable. 

Since then, we have seen increased positive support from the alumni on 
our social media outlets and are coordinating multiple mini-reunions 

at a show site near you. All in all, it was a great weekend; however, I 
will provide one critique for the planners – we should re-think giving a  
former solo pilot a microphone!

At the reunion, a highlight was listening as Former Commander/
Leaders shared stories of the genesis of the sneak pass, the flat 
show and the low bomb burst. One of the takeaways was that each 
Thunderbirds Team experienced and implemented change, always 
trying to improve the Team, the demonstration and how we inspire 
tomorrow’s Airmen. 

Well, this year’s Team is no different. This year we are adjust-
ing our show sequence as well as introducing a new formation, 
transitioning to a two-year planning process and bringing back a 
Thunderbirds relic. 

First, for the sequence and formation, you’ll have to attend a show to 
see for yourself. Second, we transitioned to a two-year planning pro-
cess this year, in which both the 2016 and 2017 schedules were released. 

On the Cover
Thunderbirds Alumni Associate Lifetime member Gary Meeker and his wife Cher anxiously await the Thunderbirds 
2015 team demonstration during reunion. Several hundred alumni, TBAA associates and guests visited the squadron 
and toured the Thunderbirds museum during the early morning performance. TBAA Chairman Jeff Remington (Solo 
1988-89) gave the team a “10” rating during the business meeting and attendees were excited to see them perform 
at reunion for the first time since 2011. (Photo by TK Dudley)
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More than 550 alumni, current team mem-
bers, associates, honoraries and family 
members gathered in Las Vegas to attend 
the Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
Reunion, Nov. 14–16, at the South Point 
Hotel, Casino and Spa.

For some, reunion activities began Thursday 
morning with the golf outing at Revere Golf 
Club in Henderson, Nev. “We had 64 players 
that formed 16 teams,” said Frank Howe, this 
year’s golf organizer. “The Peoria scoring sys-
tem was used to prevent a team from form-
ing ‘a ringer’ by having all great players.” The 
winning team included Bill Bogan, Richard 
Burnite, Dan Giller and Mike Thomas. Findlay 
Toyota of Henderson, Nev., offered an auto-
mobile as a hole-in-one prize, however no 
one claimed it. UBS Financial Services of 
Henderson provided lunch. 

Leadership of the Thunderbirds Alumni 
Association changed Jan. 1 when a new Board 
of Directors took office.

New board members include Mike “Mo” 
Beale (Solo Pilot 1990-91); Jim Dye (NCOIC 
Aerospace Ground Equipment/Assistant 
Crew Chief #7/Assistant Specialist Flight Chief  
1995-99); Chuck “Bam-Bam” Lombardo 
(Aircraft Maintenance Technician and Crew 
Chief #8 1971-75); Bob Purtiman (NCOIC 
Media Relations 1997-2001); Mark Thome 

Several hundred attendees gathered early 
Thursday evening at the South Point Hotel, 
Casino and Spa for the Perch Party. It was 
an opportunity to eat and visit with long-
time friends. 

A crowd of more than 400 people gathered 
at the Thunderbirds hangar early Friday 
morning to watch the 2015 Thunderbirds 
fly their last demonstration. The remain-
der of Friday was free, with several groups 
of attendees holding their own mini- 
reunions. F-100, F-105 and F-4-era alumni 
got together in one room, while F-16-era 
alumni held their first mini-reunion in 
another room.

The TBAA business meeting was held 
Saturday morning. A synopsis of the busi-
ness meeting minutes is printed on Page 7. 

The actual minutes are posted on the TBAA 
website at www.tbaa.org.

Alumni, associates and guests were joined 
by the current team for the banquet Saturday 
night, the final event of the 2015 reunion. 
TBAA Vice Chairman “Joker” Mastin 
served as master of ceremonies. John Weida 
gave the invocation. Gen. Lori Robinson, 
Commander, Pacific Air Forces, was the 
guest speaker.

After dinner and a break, Boss “Reggie” 
Hammond presented 2015 team awards. 
Senior Amn. Ezzidin Zafar was named 
Thunderbirds Airman of the Year; Tech. Sgt 
Jason Leighton, Thunderbirds NCO of the 
Year; Master Sgt. Jonathon Wills, Thunderbirds 
Senior NCO of the Year; and Staff Sgt. 
Gustavo Cifuentes, Fitzgerald Award winner.

More Than 550 Gather for Thunderbirds Reunion

Roles Change; New Board Leads TBAA in 2016–17

Former Solo pilots Jason Curtis 
(2013-15) and Steve Dwelle 
(1971-72) share a moment 
in the Thunderbirds hangar 
after the 2015 team’s final 
demonstration of the year 
while Dwelle’s wife Deborah 
listens in. A crowd of more 
than 400 people gathered at 
the Thunderbirds hangar early 
Friday morning (Nov. 13) to 
watch the 2015 Thunderbirds fly 
their last demonstration. More 
than 550 alumni, current team 
members, associates, honoraries 
and family members gathered 
in Las Vegas to attend the 
Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
Reunion, Nov. 14–16. (Photo by 
TK Dudley)

(ACC #2/Pneudraulics 1987-91); and Costa 
“Chachi” Tzavaras (Narrator and Operations 
Officer 1998-99).

Returning board members include Kati 
Grabham (Public Affairs 2002-07), Frank 
Howe (Public Affairs Administrator 1995-
98), Brian Plauche (Crew Chief #7, #1 
and #8 2001-05), Jeff Remington (Solo 
1988-89 and Operations Officer 1989) and 
Shellie Vaught (Personnel Specialist 1998-
2000). Al Eakle, the TBAA administrative/

communications assistant, is a non-voting 
member of the board as well.

The officers of the TBAA are Remington, 
chairman; Beale, vice chairman; Vaught, sec-
retary; and Plauche, treasurer. Remington 
welcomed the new board members, adding 
“You have big shoes to fill as we prepare for 
the next reunion.”
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The Thunderbirds announced their two-year 
schedule during the International Council 
of Air Shows convention in December. “We 
transitioned to a two-year planning process 
this year,” said Lt. Col. Christopher “Reggie” 
Hammond, Commander/Leader. “This change 
allows more time to work aerobatic box/site 
issues with the FAA, more time for sites to pre-
pare, commonality with the (U.S. Navy) Blue 
Angels and a better opportunity to deconflict. 
In addition, should the Thunderbirds return to 
an every-other-year overseas tour, the two-year 
planning cycle will allow significantly more 
planning time for the deployment of the team.”

This year, their 63rd season, the team is slated 
to perform 72 demonstrations at 38 locations. 
In 2017, they will fly 71 demonstrations at 
37 locations. Additionally, they will perform  
flyovers at the Daytona 500 and NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series in Las Vegas both years.

2016 Show Season 
Feb. 21: Daytona International Speedway, 

Daytona Beach, Fla. (Flyover)

March 6: Las Vegas Motor Speedway,  
Las Vegas, Nev. (Flyover)

March 12-13: Davis Monthan AFB, Ariz.
March 19-20: MacDill AFB, Fla.

April 2-3: Luke AFB, Ariz.
April 9-10: Lake City, Fla.
April 16-17: March Air Reserve Base, Calif.
April 23-24: Langley AFB, Va.
April 30: Barksdale AFB, La.
May 1: Barksdale AFB, La.
May 7-8: Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
May 14-15: Joint Base McGuire- 

Dix-Lakehurst, N.J.
May 21-22: Shaw AFB, S.C.
May 28-29: Cannon AFB, N.M.

June 2: USAF Academy, Colo.
June 4-5: Kirtland AFB, N.M.
June 11-12: North Kingstown, R.I.
June 18-19: Ocean City, Md.
June 25-26: Hill AFB, Utah

July 2-4: Battle Creek, Mich.
July 9-10: Duluth, Minn.
July 16-17: Toledo, Ohio
July 23: Vance AFB, Okla.
July 27: Cheyenne, Wyo.
July 30-31: Offutt AFB, Neb.

Aug. 13-14: Burlington, Vt.
Aug. 17: Atlantic City, N.J.
Aug. 20-21: Chicago, Ill.
Aug. 27-28: Joint Base Lewis- 

McChord, Wash.

Sept. 3-4: New Windsor, N.Y.
Sept. 10-11: Fort Wayne, Ind.
Sept. 17-18: Sheppard AFB, Texas
Sept. 24-25: Salinas, Calif.

Oct. 1-2: Robins AFB, Ga.
Oct. 8-9: Daytona Beach, Fla.
Oct 15-16: Fort Worth, Texas
Oct 22-23: Huntington Beach, Calif.
Oct 29-30: Rome, Ga.

Nov 5-6: Homestead Air Reserve Base, Fla.
Nov 12-13: Nellis AFB, Nev.

2017 Show Season
Feb. 19: Daytona 500, Daytona Beach, Fla. 

(Flyover)

March 5: Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
(Flyover)

March 7: Creech AFB, Nev.
March 11-12: Titusville, Fla.
March 18-19: Waco, Texas
March 25-26: Lancaster, Calif.

April 1-2: Melbourne, Fla.
April 8: Maxwell AFB, Ala.
April 22-23: Tyndall AFB, Fla.
April 29-30: Lake Charles, La.

May 6-7: Travis AFB, Calif.
May 13-14: Pittsburgh, Pa.
May 20-21: Tinker ADB, Okla.
May 27-28: Wantagh (Jones Beach), N.Y.

June 1: USAF Academy, Colo.
June 3-4: Grand Junction, Colo.
June 10-11: Rockford, Ill.
June 17-18: Youngstown Air Reserve Base, 

Ohio
June 24-25: Dayton, Ohio

July 1-2: Traverse City, Mich.
July 8-9: Gary, Ind.
July 15-16: Open Date
July 22-23: Great Falls, Mont.
July 26: Cheyenne, Wyo.
July 29-30: Fairchild AFB, Wash.

Aug 12-13: Westfield (Barnes Air National 
Guard Base), Mass.

Aug 19-20: Selfridge Air National  
Guard Base, Mich.

Aug 23: Atlantic City, N.J.
Aug 26-27: Dover AFB, Del.

Sept 2-4: Cleveland, Ohio
Sept 9-10: Altus AFB, Okla.
Sept 16-17: Joint Base Andrews, Md.
Sept 23-24: Colorado Springs, Colo.
Sept. 30- Oct. 1: Open Date

Oct. 7-8: Minden, Nev.
Oct 14-15: Phoenix (Speedway), Ariz.
Oct 21-22: Houston, Texas
Oct 28-29: Moody AFB, Ga.

Nov 4-5: Joint Base San Antonio  
Lackland-Kelly, Texas

Nov 11-12: Nellis AFB, Nev.

NOTE TO ALUMNI: The team offers airshow passes 
to alumni at show sites listed on their schedule to 
active (dues paying) TBAA members. If interested 
in Thunderbirds airshow tickets, contact Maureen 
Walker, the Commander/Leader’s Secretary, at 
maureen.walker @us.af.mil. 

Team Releases 2016, 2017 Show Schedules
U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Tabatha Zarrella
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Lieutenant Colonel 
Christopher Hammond is 
the Commander/Leader of 
the U.S. Air Force Air 
Demonstration Squadron. In 
addition to flying the  

No. 1 jet and leading all air demonstrations, 
he commands the 120-person squadron. 
Colonel Hammond earned his commission 
in 1998 as a graduate of the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. Before joining the team, he was the 
Director of Operations at the 16th Weapons 
Squadron, Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. He has 
logged more than 2,000 flight hours, with 
more than 400 hours of combat pilot 
experience in the F-16 Fighting Falcon. 
Colonel Hammond is in his second season 
with the team and hails from Abilene, Texas.

Captain Ryan Bodenheimer 
is the Left Wing Pilot for the 
U.S. Air Force Air 
Demonstration Squadron, 
flying the No. 2 jet. He 
earned his commission 

through the Air Force ROTC program and 
graduated from the University of Colorado in 
2007. While living in Boulder, he played 
intramural football, coached youth baseball 
and enjoyed the outdoors. Before joining the 
team, Captain Bodenheimer was an F-15E 
Eagle pilot and flight commander for the 
389th Fighter Squadron at Mountain Home 
AFB, Idaho. He has logged more than 1,200 
flight hours, with more than 300 hours of  
combat experience in the F-15E. Captain 
Bodenheimer is in his first season with the 
team and hails from Colorado Springs, Colo.

Major Alexander Goldfein 
is the Right Wing Pilot for 
the U.S. Air Force Air 
Demonstration Squadron, 
flying the No. 3 jet. During 
high school, he participated 

in swimming, snowboarding, running and 
Junior ROTC. He entered the Air Force in 
2005 as a graduate of the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. Before joining the team, Captain 
Goldfein served as an F-15C Mission 
Commander and Assistant Director of 
Operations at Kadena Air Base in Japan. He 
has logged more than 1,980 flight hours in 
the F-15C, F-16C/D and T-6A Texan aircraft. 
Captain Goldfein is in his second season with 
the team and hails from Fairfax Station, Va.

Major Nick Krajicek is the 
Slot Pilot for the U.S. Air 
Force Air Demonstration 
Squadron, flying the No. 4 
jet. He initially enlisted in the 
Army as an infantry soldier. 

After attending warrant officer school he flew 
UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters as a Medevac 
pilot. Earning his degree from the University 
of Nebraska, he went on to commission into  
the Air Force in 2004 through the Officer 
Training School. As a student, he enjoyed 
football, basketball and track. Before joining 
the team, Major Krajicek served as wing 
director of staff and an F-16 instructor pilot 
at Osan AB, Korea. He has logged more than 
3,400 flight hours as a military pilot, with 
more than 650 hours of combat experience. 
Major Krajicek is in his first season with the 
team and hails from West Point, Neb.

Captain Nicholas Eberling 
is the Lead Solo Pilot for 
the U.S. Air Force Air 
Demonstration Squadron, 
flying the No. 5 jet. He 
earned his commission 

through the Air Force ROTC program and 
graduated from the University of North 
Dakota in 2006. During high school, he was 
captain of the wrestling team and even 
prior to joining the Air Force remained a 
general aviation enthusiast. Before joining 
the team, Captain Eberling was an F-15 
evaluator pilot and flight commander for 
the 334th Fighter Squadron at Seymour 
Johnson AFB, N.C. He has logged more 
than 2,100 flight hours as an Air Force 
pilot, with more than 580 hours of combat 
experience. Captain Eberling is in his 
second season with the team and hails  
from Ashburn, Va.

Major Alex Turner is the 
Opposing Solo Pilot for  
the U.S. Air Force Air 
Demonstration Squadron, 
flying the No. 6 jet. He 
earned his commission 

through the Air Force ROTC program and 
graduated from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute in 2005. While studying 
Aeronautical Engineering he played ice 
hockey and raced in the school’s autocross 
club. He is also an avid guitar player and 
enjoys snowboarding. Before joining the 
Thunderbirds Major Turner served as an  
F-16 instructor pilot at Hill AFB, Utah. He 

has logged over 1,000 flight hours as an Air 
Force pilot, with more than 270 combat hours 
over Libya and Iraq. Major Turner is in his 
first season with the team and hails from 
Chelmsford, Mass.

Major Kevin Walsh is  
the Operations Officer  
for the U.S. Air Force Air 
Demonstration Squadron, 
flying the No. 7 jet. He 
entered the Air Force in 

2002 as a graduate of the U.S. Air Force 
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Throughout high school and college he 
played ice hockey, lacrosse and ran cross 
country. Before joining the team, Major 
Walsh was an instructor at the European 
F-16 Weapons School, Leeuwarden AB, 
Netherlands. He is a graduate of the USAF 
Weapons School and has logged over 2,000 
hours of flight time with more than 500 
hours of combat pilot experience. Major 
Walsh is in his first season with the team 
and hails from Long Island, N.Y.

Major Scott Petz is the 
Advance Pilot/Narrator for 
the U.S. Air Force Air 
Demonstration Squadron, 
flying the No. 8 jet. While 
in high school, he was 

active in sports, including football, 
basketball and track. He enlisted in the Air 
National Guard and served as a crew chief 
before earning a commission through the 
Academy of Military Science in 2002. 
Before joining the team, he served as the 
Assistant Director of Operations in the Air 
Force Reserve’s 706th Fighter Squadron at 
Nellis AFB, Nev. He has logged more than 
1,800 flight hours as an Air Force pilot, 
with more than 208 hours combat pilot 
experience in the F-16. Major Petz is in his 
second season with the team and hails from 
Faith, S.D.

Major (Dr.) Christopher 
Scheibler is the Flight 
Surgeon (Thunderbird #9) 
for the U.S. Air Force Air 
Demonstration Squadron. 
He provides medical care for 

more than 120 team members and keeps the 
pilots in optimal health. He entered the Air 
Force in 2005 as a graduate of Baylor 
University’s ROTC program. He completed 
medical school in 2009 at the Uniformed 

Thunderbirds Name Officers for the 2016 Demonstration Season

Continued on next page
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Services University of Health Sciences, where 
he was a member of their rugby team. Before 
joining the team, he was the flight surgeon for 
the 555th Fighter Squadron at Aviano AB, 
Italy. He has logged more than 300 flight 
hours on 10 different aircraft, with more than 
125 hours in the F-16. Major Scheibler is in 
his second season with the team and hails 
from San Antonio, Texas.

Captain Angelina Urbina is 
the Executive Officer 
(Thunderbird #10) for  
the U.S. Air Force Air 
Demonstration Squadron. 
She leads an executive 

support staff responsible for Thunderbirds’ 
cyber/knowledge operations, budget, training 
and force support actions for the 
commander/leader. During high school, she 
played softball and participated in  
student council. Captain Urbina earned her 
commission through the Air Force Officer 

Training School in 2010. Before joining  
the team, she was the Deputy Chief,  
Senior Leader Management Division,  
for the Air Force District of Washington at 
Joint Base Andrews, Md. Captain Urbina  
is in her second season with the team and 
hails from Helena, Mont.

Major Warren Smith is  
the Maintenance Officer 
(Thunderbird #11) for  
the U.S. Air Force Air 
Demonstration Squadron. 
He is responsible for 90 

personnel and the associated maintenance of 
11 Block 52 F-16 aircraft. After attending the 
U.S. Air Force Academy Preparatory School, 
Major Smith entered the Air Force in 2005 as 
a graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. 
While attending the Academy, he played 
football and enjoyed outdoor sports. Before 
joining the team, Major Smith was the 
Operations Officer for the 52d Equipment 

Maintenance Squadron at Spangdahlem AB, 
Germany. He is also a graduate of the USAF 
Advanced Maintenance and Munitions 
Officer School. Major Smith is in his first 
season with the team and hails from 
Lexington, S.C.

Captain Sara Harper is  
the Public Affairs Officer 
(Thunderbird #12) for  
the U.S. Air Force Air 
Demonstration Squadron. 
She is responsible for the 

team’s extensive marketing, recruiting and 
publicity programs. During high school, she 
was captain of the cross-country team, swam 
on the swim team and played golf. Captain 
Harper earned her commission in 2010 as a 
graduate of Auburn University’s ROTC 
program. Before joining the team, Captain 
Harper was the Chief of Public Affairs at 
MacDill AFB, Fla. She is in her second season 
with the team and hails from Tyrone, Ga.

Team Announces Show Line for 2016 Demo Season

Thunderbirds Museum Closed; Undergoes Extensive Renovation

The Thunderbirds have announced the 2016 
showline, which includes:
Tech. Sgt. Adrian Abram 
Line Chief
Tech. Sgt. Chris Audet 
Line Chief
Staff Sgt. Clay Collins  
#1 Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Andrew Molina 
#1 Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief
Tech. Sgt. Alan Habel 
#2 Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Aaron Scott Langley  
#2 Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Sean MacGibbon 
#3 Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Joshua Whiteley  
#3 Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief

Staff Sgt. Kyle Baglia 
#4 Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Ezzidin Zafar 
#4 Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Will Gibbs 
#5 Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Justin Beach 
#5 Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Steve LaBorde 
#6 Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Stephen Hooper 
#6 Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Leonel Alvares 
#7 Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Lucas Culver 
#7 Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Alvin Felder 
#7 Dedicated Crew Chief

Staff Sgt. Aaron Welch 
#7 Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Jesse Barker 
#7 Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Derrick Young 
#7 Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief
Tech. Sgt. Conrad Nelson 
#8 Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Stephanie Roberts 
#8 Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief
Tech. Sgt. Stefan Zapata 
#8 Dedicated Crew Chief
Staff Sgt. Aaron Dlutowski 
#8 Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief

The Thunderbirds Museum will be closed 
until mid-spring for a building renova-
tion project. The museum will be receiving 
several updates, including new paint, car-
pet and lights to help improve the exhibit 
space. Along with the cosmetic updates, 
the museum will also be transformed into a 
more modern looking gallery, highlighting 

the past, present and future of the team’s 
now 63-year history.

“We are excited about the completion of the 
museum renovation because the changes will 
allow us to share and preserve our history in a 
more organized way” said Capt. Sara Harper, 
Thunderbirds public affairs officer. “We will 
knock out a few walls which will open the 

space up to allow for larger tours and more 
visitors. New seating will be added to our the-
ater, Thunderama, and to preserve a little of the 
nostalgia of the previous museum, we intend 
to leave our VIP room the same.”

The renovation began Nov. 19, when mem-
bers of the team disassembled, cataloged and 
moved all of the museums contents into the 

Continued on page 10

Thunderbirds Name Officers for the 2016 Demonstration Season
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6



EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is a recap of the 
Business Meeting held Nov. 14. Minutes of the 
meeting, along with briefing slides, are available at: 
www.tbaa.org.

Nearly 100 people attended the 2015 Business 
Meeting held Nov. 14 at the South Point Hotel 
and Casino. After introducing board mem-
bers and the Thunderbirds Commander/
Leader, TBAA Chairman Jeff Remington 
gave a brief overview of the State of the 
Association and presented the board’s vision 
for the Association. 

“We see TBAA as an organization with 
insight, voice and relevance with the active 
team,” Remington said, “ensuring the contin-
uance of history and traditions.” He reminded 
attendees that TBAA exists for two reasons: 
support the current team; and hold a reunion. 
“These are clearly spelled out in the TBAA 
bylaws,” Remington said.

He stated that goals include financial stabil-
ity with dependable revenue, a positive rela-
tionship with the team and increased mem-
bership. Additionally, TBAA wants to create 
an online membership directory and mobile 
Apps for access to TBAA website.

“Active memberships are increasing,” 
Remington said. “We have a state-of-the-
art website, electronic subscription to 
ThunderRolls and an active Facebook group. 
We’re also seeing more and more ‘mini- 
reunions’ while the current team is on the 
road.” He also said the “Take an ‘E’ to Dinner” 
program is now called “Take the Team to 
Dinner,” with meals provided by TBAA.

Efforts in the works include electronic  
payments through the TBAA website and 
eliminating paper, increased communica-
tion via E-Mail blasts, web-based products 
and Apps for mobile devices such as smart 
phones, tablets and iPads. 

Membership Committee Chairman CB Shoff 
indicated membership is growing, with six 
new active members, 12 people paying life-
time dues on installment and 42 new lifetime 
members. “Membership sits at 942 people,” he 
said, “as of Oct. 1 (2015). We also have 1,111 
inactive (non-dues paying) members.”

Lt. Col. “Reggie” Hammond took the floor 
and gave a brief synopsis of what the cur-
rent team had done in the past two years. 
He stated alumni need to work on how they 
interact with the current team so they are 

Board Proposes, Membership Approves Bylaws Changes 

Bylaws Changes Approved by Alumni Members 
• Article II, B was changed indicating TBAA’s current status under the Internal Revenue Code  

as a 501 (c) (19) Veterans Organization. 

• Article III, A-1-d was changed to read, “Associate membership may be extended to personnel 
who have been assigned to the Team, e.g., Chaplain or Flight Surgeons prior to 1995 when the 
Flight Surgeon became a full time numbered position (#9).” “The Flight Surgeon has been a  
full-time team member since 1995,” said Remington. “This change simply updates what is 
currently in our policies.” Associate membership may also be extended by a majority vote of 
the Board of Directors, to the spouse and immediate family members of deceased alumni 
members, key personnel or special friends who support the Team or the Association.”

• Another approved change transfers a paid life membership from a deceased alumnus to 
his or her spouse following a review and vote by the sitting board of directors. “Many 
deceased lifetime member spouses have been a part of the organization for many years,” 
said Remington. “Requiring the spouse to ‘rejoin’ the organization to continue to receive 
newsletters and/or obtain airshow passes after the passing of their spouse seems wrong.”

• Article IX – Amendments to the bylaws now reads the bylaws may be revised, changed and/
or amended only by a majority vote of active members present at a biennial/triennial meeting 
or by a majority vote of active members responding to emailed or mailed ballots. This change 
allows for ballots to be distributed by email.

• Articles IV-K outlines duties of the Nomination Committee Chairman. It states it shall be the 
duty of the Nomination Committee Chairman to help coordinate the recruitment of qualified 
board candidates, election timeline and certify the election results. The election results will 
be provided to the Chairman who will announce the results to the candidates and alumni 
members.

• Elections became Article V. Board of Directors elections changes added email as an 
acceptable means of sending and receiving ballots. It invalidates a ballot containing more than 
the maximum allowable votes. And in the event of a tie, a run off majority vote will be held at 
the scheduled association business meeting.

• Indemnification became Article VI. 

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding a proposed change to the bylaws regarding the investment 
account. Chairman Remington pointed out the operating account was nearly depleted due to 
approximately $20,000 in required deposits for reunion which must be made before registrations 
begin. Sponsorships are down and current bylaws do not allow the board to access funds in 
the investment account. The board presented a bylaw change which would allow them to use 
investment account funds once all other means were used. While the membership understood 
the reasoning behind the change, they asked for specific wording for the bylaw change. A new 
proposal will be presented to the membership at the 2017 business meeting. In the interim, Fig 
Newton agreed to look into a new endowment to cover reunion expenditures. Lifetime Allegiant 
Carol Knotts, TBAA Historian, pledged a $5,000 contribution to the new endowment fund and 
Newton pledged to match that donation.

interested in joining the TBAA. He thought 
the idea of get-togethers at the various show 
sites during the year was a great way to inter-
act with and support the team.

Before adjourning the business meeting, 
Chairman Remington announced the retire-
ment of Lifetime Allegiant Doris “Doe” 

Wilson, Administrative Assistant, who has 
served the Association for 28 years. Her 
retirement is effective Jan. 1, at which time Al 
Eakle will absorb her duties.
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attending various events over three days. Boss “Reggie” Hammond 
and the entire 2015 team put on a great show for us early Friday 
morning – it rated a “10” in my book. We were pleased to have Gen. 
Lori Robinson, Commander, Pacific Air Forces, join us as the guest 
speaker at the banquet Saturday night. Thanks to all for your time and 
effort putting together another great reunion. 

As mentioned by Boss Hammond in his column, the team is coordi-
nating multiple mini-reunions at show sites this year. I encourage you 
all to use Maureen as your conduit to supporting the team on the road. 
She will work to hook you up with airshow tickets when you want to 
support the team. Remember tickets are available to active (dues pay-
ing) TBAA members.

Besides the continuing commitment for us all to support the active 
team in any way we can, the standard tasks for the board now are 
to continue the growth in our active membership so that each of us 
proudly wants to belong, put on a great and affordable biennial reunion 
and ensure the financial stability of the TBAA. 

We currently have 850 alumni who are active (dues paying) and life 
members of TBAA while there are 1,000 alumni who remain inactive. 
This is where we can use your help. We should all be conversant and 

somewhat proficient in recruiting. That was part of our mission as 
Thunderbirds. 

Now we ask that you help us recruit those alumni who have chosen not 
to be active members and convince them that we, the TBAA, are worth 
the cost of annual dues or a lifetime membership. It’s not for the money; 
it’s for the idea of continuing our belief that when an individual hon-
orably leaves the team, “Once a Thunderbird, Always a Thunderbird” 
means just that. In addition, we do have a lot of fun getting together as 
members of certain year teams or collectively at the reunion. 

Your TBAA Board of Directors will continue to maintain the same 
simple goals we have had before – to enable the success of the current 
and future Thunderbirds teams, ensuring that our traditions and rich 
history continue, and put on a reunion.

Jeff Remington 
Solo (1988–89) 
Chairman (2014–2017)

This change allows more time to work aerobatic box/site issues with 
the FAA, more time for sites to prepare, commonality with the Blue 
Angels and a better opportunity to deconflict. In addition, should the 
Thunderbirds return to an every-other-year overseas tour, the two-
year planning cycle will allow significantly more planning time for the 
deployment of the Team.

Finally, I did some research into the history of the red show suit 
with the help of former Thunderbird Left Wing and Narrator Steve 
Chealander. While in the rotation of the red, white and blue show suits, 
its removal was directed by General Creech following the events and 
the stand-down of the Team in 1982. The red went by the wayside as 
the Team adopted a more professional approach. 

In 1986, Commander/Leader Roger Riggs brought the red suit back. 
Since then, its use had been on and off again throughout the years. 
With many requests for its return, the 2016 season will once again see 
its resurrection! The Team will wear the red suits proudly on special 
occasions as a tribute to our rich heritage and to those who formed the 
foundation we now launch from.

From the Chairman
Continued from page 2

From the Boss
Continued from page 2

Since the reunion, the training season has been in full swing as we 
are spinning up a new Left Wing Pilot, Slot Pilot Opposing Solo. 
The Diamond came together just before the Christmas break, and 
we added the solos to make the Delta in mid-January. 

It’s hard to believe the season is already upon us. As per usual, 
the season will kick off with our biggest public affairs event –  
the Daytona 500! Commander, Air Combat Command certification 
will soon follow on March 1, and then we’re on the road through 
November. We hope to see you out there!

Thanks again for all the support you give your USAF Thunderbirds! 
Clear skies and tail winds!

 
Lt. Col. Christopher B. “Reggie” Hammond  
USAFADS Commander/Leader (2015–2016)

TBAA Thanks Sponsors for Generous Reunion Support
Alumni, current team members, TBAA associates and their guests 

could not enjoy memorable reunion events without the generous 
support of these sponsors:
• Lockheed Martin Aeronautics
• Pratt & Whitney
• Southern Wine and Spirits
• Flightline America (Mike and Diane Cooney)
• GEICO 

• Gary Cranford, UBS Financial Services, Henderson, Nev. 
• Rick Glenn and Cliff Findlay, Findlay Toyota, Henderson, Nev., 

donation of “Hole-In-One” automobile at golf outing 

Our sincere appreciation also goes to the following:
• The South Point Hotel, Casino and Spa (Rich Niederman and 

Sheryl Duits) 
• Trophies of Las Vegas

8



Benchstock
Congratulations to retired Lt. Gen. Dana 
Atkins (Left Wing 1988-89) who has been 
named president and chief executive officer of 
the Military Officers Association of America. 
Atkins will lead the more than 390,000 
members of the nation’s largest military 
service organization and fourth-largest vet-
eran’s service organization in its advocacy 
mission on behalf of the entire uniformed 
services community.

Congratulations to retired Lt. Gen. Jeff 
Remington (Solo 1988-89) and retired 
Maj. Gen. Dave Robinson (Left Wing/
Slot/Operations Officer 1987-88) who are 
now members of the Board of Directors 
at the Armed Services YMCA in Hawaii. 
Remington serves as the board chairman. 
The Armed Services YMCA partners closely 
with military leaders to provide programs 
and services at military installations through  
33 branches and affiliates nationwide.

Congratulations to Col. Samantha “Combo” 
Weeks (Solo 2007-08) who will become 
Commander of the 57th Adversary Tactics 
Group later this year.

Congratulations to Lt. Col. (Dr.) Jay 
Flottmann (Flight Surgeon 2000-2002) on 
his selection for promotion to colonel.

Congratulations to the following individu-
als on their selection for promotion to chief 
master sergeant: Troy Blanchard (Avionics 
Technician 1999-2004); Bobby Chittom 
(Assistant Crew Chief #6 1997-2000); Maggie 
Cortez (NCOIC of the Commander’s Support 
Staff 2001-05); Ryan Dudgeon (Logistics 
Coordinator 1999-02); Ron Ruzek (NCOIC 
of Life Support 2003-06); and Bob Stephens 
(NCOIC of Life Support 2006-09).

John Lozanski (Crew 
Chief #8/#3 1969-72) 
was appointed by Texas 
Veterans of Foreign 
Wars commander Dan 
West as the State Chief 
of Staff. He supports 
the state commander 
and works to expand 

the impact of the VFW in Texas. John said 
any alumni needing VFW assistance can 
contact him at 972-722-0763 or email 
Jlozanski@yahoo.com.

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
welcomes the following new active mem-
bers: Jim Barnes (Crew Chief #5 1989-92);  

Darren Baum (Aerospace Ground 
Equipment, Specialist Flight 2009-12); Wesley 
Bell (Associate); Robert Bridges (Phase, 
Dedicated Crew Chief #7, Quality Assurance 
2002-06); Brian Burns (Right Wing 2003-
05); Bill Carpenter (AGE/Assistant 
Dedicated Crew Chief #7 2001-04); Barry 
Collins (ADCC #1 2006-08); Mike Cooney 
(Honorary Thunderbird 1993); Michael-
John Ditore (Aircraft Maintenance/Crew 
Chief #7 1996-98); David Dukette (Swing 
Shift/Maintenance Support/Assistant Flight 
Chief 2012-15); Scott Ferris (COSO/ACC #7, 
#6 1994-97); Kenneth Isgrigg (Crew Chief 
#4/Quality Assurance 1984-88); Kyle Krug 
(Crew Chief #7, #4, #8 1998-03); Paul Lewis 
(NCOIC Maintenance Information 1990-
93); Dennis Lord (Associate); Darin Mauzy 
(Crew Chief #6, #8/QA 2000-05); David 
McGill (Photographer 1982-84); Stephan 
Miller (Environmental Systems Technician 
1977-78); Mike Moore (Photographer 
1990-95); Joseph Nicosia (NCOIC Supply 
2003-06); Pablo Romero (Weapons/MOC/
Support 1998-01), Olgo Russo (Associate); 
Robert Scheifl (Quality Assurance/Phase 
1989-92); James Scott (Phase Dock 1985-
88); Christopher Stephens (Pneudralics/
ACC #2, #6); Jason Tag (Public Affairs 1994-
97); Michael Thompson, (NDI/Assistant 
Crew Chief 1983-86); Richard Thorton 
(Production Scheduler/Communications 
Flight 1990-93); Paul Vergeldt (Avionics/
ACC #7/#1 1998-02); Kenneth Ward 
(Aircraft Maintenance/Inspection Chief 
2000-03); Scott Warring (AGE/ACC #8 

1989-92); and Kenneth Williams (NCOIC 
Fuel Systems/Specialist Flight Chief 1983-86).

The new year started Jan. 1 and annual dues 
payments are due no later than March 31 
to remain a current member. Dues can be 
renewed online with a credit card payment 
made through the TBAA website (www.tbaa.
org). Annual dues are $32 or $310 for a life-
time membership (payable at one time or in 
$53 monthly increments throughout the cal-
endar year). 

Alumni have asked about 
a challenge coin sold by 
the team. The cost is $12 
per coin. Individuals inter-
ested in purchasing one 
should make checks pay-
able to the Thunderbirds 
Enlisted Fund and mail 
them to: USAFADS/CCS, 
4445 Tyndall Ave., Nellis 
AFB, NV 89191-6079.

ThunderFun 2016 is scheduled for Sept. 8-10. 
The Four Points by Sheraton-Destin/Fort 
Walton Beach will once again host the three-
day event. The Four Points is situated on a 
nine-acre beachfront site on Florida’s Emerald 
Coast. For those who have never been  
to the property, information regarding the 
hotel can be found online at http://www.
fourpointsdestinfortwaltonbeach.com/. Room 
rates are Traditional Courtyard View or King 
without a view – $132 per night (normally 
$189 per night) or Deluxe Beach Front View 

Teammates Mark “Buzz” Masters (Solo 1985-86) and Marty McGuire (Inspection Section/Crew Chief 
#7/Support 1984-86) had a chance to catch up after 30 years recently in Buffalo, N.Y. McGuire, a ramp 
supervisor for Southwest Airlines, found out Masters flew for the airlines and contacted him through 
email. A few months later Masters let McGuire know he was scheduled to fly to Buffalo and the rest 
was history. (Courtesy photo)

Continued on next page
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Thunderbirds hangar for temporary storage. 
With the last renovation in the 1990s, the 
new updates will give a fresh perspective to 
the more than 30 year old museum for future  
generations to enjoy. 

“With the renovation project underway, it’s 
been incredible learning more about this 
team’s extensive history,” said Harper. “We’ve 
had so many amazing people that have come 
before us, and planning the layout for the new 
museum gives us an opportunity to display 
that in a fun and innovative way. We hope that 
fans, enthusiasts, service members and future 
Airmen will come out after the renovation is 
complete to learn the story of our squadron.” 

Tours for the general public will begin 
next spring after the renovation is com-
plete. Updates and general information 
will be provided by the team’s public affairs 

Thunderbirds Museum Closed; Undergoes Extensive Renovation
Continued from page 6

staff through social media and the offi-
cial website, www.afthunderbirds.com. For 
additional information, please contact the  
Public Affairs Office at (702) 652-6776.

– $155 per night (normally $219 per night). 
Rates do not include taxes. Room reserva-
tions can be made by going to https://www.
starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id
=1512088927&key=218675BE. The special 
room rate is good three days prior and three 
days after our mini reunion. While still in the 
planning stages, past activities have included 
a number of optional activities for attendees. 
These include golf, deep-sea fishing, parasail-
ing and jet skiing. The Four Points also has 
two outdoor pools and is on the beach for just 
lounging. Activities kick off with a no-host 
mixer at the hotel’s Tiki Bar Thursday night 
and end with Saturday night dinner at High 
Tide, a surf-and-turf restaurant. Contact Al 
Eakle at 850-316-1475 or al.eakle@gmail.com.

A Las Vegas-area group of 
Thunderbirds alumni 
invite all present and for-
mer Thunderbirds to join 
them for lunch the first 
Wednesday of each 
month at Boulder Station. 

The meeting starts at 11:30 a.m. For more 
details, email Jerry Jones (Ground Radio 
Communications Technician 1965-69) at 
tbird13@cox.net.

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association, 
along with Josten’s, are offering a special 
Thunderbirds ring for alumni as well as cur-
rent team members. The ring is available in 
men’s and women’s sizes. The 60th Anniversary 
ring joins the traditional ring which indicates 

the wearer was or is a member of the Air 
Force Air Demonstration Squadron. The tra-
ditional ring has the Thunderbirds emblem 
on one side and the Air Force coat of arms 
on the other and across the top “USAF 
Thunderbirds.” For a $15 additional fee, the 
Thunderbirds patch can be encrusted in the 
stone (only available on men’s smooth stone 
rings – women’s rings are too small for this fea-
ture). Similar to the current ring, the special 
ring has the 60th logo in place of the Air Force 
coat of arms. Prices for either ring remain 
the same. A portion of sales benefits TBAA. 
A brochure featuring photos of the rings and 
pricing is available on the TBAA website at  
www.tbaa.org. For order forms email Al Eakle 
at al.eakle@gmail.com.

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association still 
has limited quantities of 60th anniversary 
commemorative coin sets. Each set features 
the 60th anniversary logo on one side and 
one of the eight different aircraft flown by 
the team. Costs for the coin set is $100 plus 
$5.80 for Priority Mail shipping. They can be 
ordered online through the TBAA website at 
www.tbaa.org. Profits from the sale of coins 
benefit the Association.

New 3/4-inch metal 
Thunderbirds Alumni 
Association lapel pins are 
available. Cost is $10 per 
pin (including postage). 
Pins may be ordered by 

sending a request and check to: 
Thunderbirds Alumni Association, c/o Al 
Eakle, 7812 Deerfield Lane, Callaway, FL 
32404.

We’re currently in transition as we move stuff 
from Las Vegas to the new business office 
located at:
Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
7812 Deerfield Lane 
Callaway, FL 32404 
Phone: 850-818-0777 
Email: al.eakle@gmail.com

Thunderbirds Alumni Association Board Chairman 
Jeff Remington presented flowers to Lifetime 
Allegiant at the banquet during reunion. She 
served as TBAA’s administrative assistant for  
28 years and retired Jan. 1. (Photo by TK Dudley).

For those who were not at reunion and didn’t 
hear, administrative functions for TBAA 
changed Jan. 1 with the retirement of Doris 
“Doe” Wilson, who served as the administra-
tive assistant for more than 28 years. Al Eakle 
has  assumed the administrative role and will 
continue as webmaster for the TBAA website 
and ThunderRolls editor. 

Benchstock
Continued from page 9
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Gone But Not Forgotten
NOTE: There may be some time between an individual’s death and when we print an obituary. They are 
printed after the Thunderbirds Alumni Association receives them. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the 
family members and friends of these cherished members of the Thunderbirds family.

Retired Master Sgt. Larry Quinn Callaway Sr. (Aircraft Maintenance 1969-71) died March 28, 
2013. He is survived by sons Skyler and Larry Callaway Jr.; daughter Sharon Callaway Hunter; 
mother Evelyn Phelps; sisters Sue Lynn Power and Evelyn McCook; and a number of grand-
children and great grandchildren. Burial was at the Georgia Veteran’s Memorial Cemetery. 

Retired Lt. Col. John B. Carey (Honorary Crew Chief) died March 12, 2012. He is survived by 
daughters Kathy Carey and Patricia Wright; sons Bud Carey and John Carey IV; five grandsons; 
one granddaughter; and brother Robert Carey. Burial with full military honors took place at 
the National Memorial Cemetery of Arizona. 

Richard Eugene Dowler (Crew Chief 1971-74) died Sept. 5, 2015. He is survived by his wife 
Deborah; son Eric Leigh Dowler; and sisters Twila Cable, Wendy Sue Porlier and Anita Powell.

Audree Druen, wife of retired Lt. Gen. Walter D. Druen (TBAA life member) died  
Nov. 14, 2015. She is survived by husband Dan; son Rad Druen; daughter Ann Pashak; 
and two grandchildren. 

A.C. Gribble (Honorary Thunderbird 1982) died Aug. 13, 2015. He is survived by his wife 
Carole Ann Gribble; daughter Charlotte Moss and her husband Bob; son Ken Gribble and 
his wife Diana; and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Retired Master Sgt. Alton Cargile Hall III (Production Superintendent 1992-94) died 
Nov. 14, 2015. Dec. 6, dozens of LLVs accompanied Alton’s family during the procession 
leading to the memorial services held in Las Vegas. He is survived by his wife Christy; 
son Shannon; daughter Heather; and five grandchildren.

Robert William Hen (Skyblazers Crew C 1961-62) died Jan. 3, 2013. 

Joseph John Kunstek (Honorary Thunderbird 1987) died Sept. 30, 2015. He is survived by 
his wife Arlene Marie; daughter Sharon M. Damiani; sons David A. Kunstek and Thomas J. 
Kunstek; three grandchildren; and sister Elizabeth A. Kunstek.

Robert E. Mariano (Crew Chief 1965-67) died Oct. 26, 2015. He is survived by his wife 
Barbara; daughters Lisa Mariano and Dianne Mariano; son Jeffrey Mariano; stepsons Paul 
and David Morandi; three granddaughters; brother Dick Mariano; and sister Kathy DeVasto.

Retired Tech Sgt. Jack Shepard (Aircraft Engine Technician 1979-82) died Dec 22, 2015. He 
is survived by sons Jeffrey and Steven Shepard. Burial was at the Southern Nevada Veteran’s 
Memorial Cemetery.

Retired Master Sgt. Gerald R. Somers (Crew Chief 1959-60) died Nov. 25, 2015. He is 
survived by his wife Tommie; daughter Linda Somers; son Robert Somers; two grandsons;  
a great granddaughter; and brothers Jim, John and Mike Somers.

Retired Master Sgt. Dale C. Sutter (NCOIC Engines) died Nov. 24. He is survived by 
five children, 12 grandchildren, six great-grandchildren and one sister. Funeral Services 
were Nov. 30 in the Evergreen Mortuary Chapel with military honors and interment in 
Evergreen Cemetery in Tucson. 

John F. Weeks (Honorary Crew Chief 1975) died Jan. 3.

Retired Senior Master Sgt. Paul K. Wright (Line Chief 1970-1973) died May 18, 2015. He is 
survived by his wife Lois; daughter Nancy Moody; sons Scott (Paige) Wright, Mark (Emily) 
Wright; stepsons Travis Brim and Shane Burroughs; six grandchildren; four great-grandchil-
dren; and sister Carol Paige. 

This is the first issue of ThunderRolls to be printed 
in 2016 for members of the Thunderbirds Alumni 
Association. The next issue will be Quarter 2 
(April-June) 2016. Submissions (including high 
resolution photos in jpeg format) may be emailed 
to al.eakle@gmail.com. Submission does not 
guarantee publication and editorial staff may edit 
for style and content. Change of address should be 
submitted to Al Eakle at al.eakle@gmail.com.

TBAA Board of Directors 
Chairman 
Jeff Remington (1988-89)

Vice Chairman 
Mike “Mo” Beale (1990-91)

Secretary 
Shellie Vaught (1998-2000)

Treasurer 
Brian Plauche (2000-05)

Director (Membership Chairman) 
Jim Dye (1995-99)

Director 
Kati Grabham (2002-07)

Director (Nominations/Elections  
Chairman) 
Frank Howe (1995-98)

Director (2017 Reunion Chairman) 
Chuck Lombardo (1971-75)

Director  
Bob Purtiman (1997-2001)

Director  
Mark Thome (1987-91)

Director 
Constantine “Chachi” Tzavaras (1998-99)

Administration/Communications Assistant 
Al Eakle

Historian 
Carol Knotts

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association would 
like to thank Lockheed Martin for its continued 
support of ThunderRolls and the TBAA.

Graphic Design and Printing 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
Fort Worth, Texas

LOOK FOR:

Official TBAA website  
www.thunderbirdsalumni.org

Facebook Page: Thunderbird Alumni  
(TBAA emblem on opening)
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7812 Deerfield Lane, Callaway FL, 32404   

Email: al.eakle@gmail.com 
Phone: 850-818-0777

It’s been more than two years since the 
Thunderbirds Alumni Association website 
(www.tbaa.org) was revised with several hun-
dred alumni having registered, however there’s 
still quite a few people who still need to do so.

“The Roster was created so all living alumni, 
TBAA associates members, Honorary 
Thunderbirds and Honorary Crew Chiefs had 
a means to get in touch – that being by email,” 
said Al Eakle, webmaster. “As soon as some-
one registers, the Make Contact function on 
their profile becomes operational.” 

Members have asked for it and TBAA is cur-
rently in the process of creating an on-line 
membership directory. “The print version 
of the membership directory was frequently 
out-of-date by the time it was printed because 
people move or change email addresses,” Eakle 
said. “Plus it was a costly product, between 
printing and postage costs.”

When complete the new on-line roster will be 
behind a firewall and only accessible to indi-
viduals registered on the site. Individuals will 
need a username and password to access it and 
will have the capability to update their own 

contact information. “Individuals can put as 
much or as little personal information in their 
profile,” Eakle said. “It’s important to upload a 
picture, be it a current one or team ‘hero’ shot 
so others know you have registered.”

Names currently listed in the Roster currently 
show those individuals who have registered. 
“If your name is not there, then you haven’t 
registered on the website,” Eakle said.

Registrations Sought on TBAA Website

Anyone who is NOT listed on the roster can 
go into the Member Login section and click 
the tab “Name not in ROSTER? Join Us” tab. 
A new window will open, information needs 
to be filled in, then an email is sent to verify 
status. Once that is completed, instructions 
are then emailed on how to proceed.
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