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Dedicated Crew Chief and 
Assistant DCC Staff Sgt. 
Jesse Barker and Staff 
Sgt. Aaron Scott-Langley 
continue a Thunderbirds 
tradition, revealing Lt. Col. 
Jason “Shifty” Heard’s 
name and new duty title 
as Commander/Leader 
of the air demonstration 
squadron during a change 
of command ceremony at 
Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., 
Jan. 6. Heard assumed 
command from Lt. Chris 
“Reggie” Hammond, who 
left the squadron to attend 
the NATO College in Rome 
Italy. The new commander/
leader joined the squadron 
after serving as the Chief of 
Safety at the 48th Fighter 
Wing, RAF Lakenheath, 
United Kingdom. (Photo by 
Staff Sgt. Jason Couillard)

April 1 Deadline Fast Approaching for Board Nominations
The April 1 deadline is fast approaching for those interested 
in running for the Thunderbirds Alumni Association Board 
of Directors.

Turnover of the TBAA Board Jan. 1, 2018 will include 
Chairman Jeff Remington (Solo 1988-89), Secretary Shellie 
Vaught (Personnel Specialist 1998-2000), Treasurer Brian 
Plauche (Crew Chief #7,#1, #8 2000-05) and Director 
(Nominations/Elections Chairman) Frank Howe (PA 
Administrator 1995-98). Additionally, someone will be 
elected to fill the vacancy created when Director Kati 
Grabham (Media Relations 2002-07) resigned last year.

“We are particularly interested in nominees who are willing 
to help with the immense efforts required to run the organi-
zation,” said Howe, Nominating Committee Chairman. “We 
need someone to organize a great reunion in 2019 or folks 
who may have expertise in accounting and finance, fundrais-
ing, or QuickBooks.”

For those thinking about running or voting for those run-
ning, there are a few things to know.

First, alumni must be current in TBAA dues (annual dues 
paid by March 31, 2017) or a lifetime member to be a nom-
inee as well as to vote in the election. Second, individuals 
desiring to run for these positions can be nominated by a fel-
low Thunderbirds alumnus, or they may self-nominate. And 
lastly, nominations must be received by the April 1 deadline.

All nominations should include full name and contact 
information for both the nominee and the nominator. 
Nominations can be emailed to Frank Howe at Tbirds1995@ 
gmail.com.

For those nominated, Howe will first confirm their desire to 
serve. Then he will ask for a short biography that includes 
years and positions held while on the team and a statement 
of why they want to serve on the board. Lastly, he’ll ask for a 
head and shoulders photo in jpg format.

A ballot will appear in the second quarter 2017 issue of 
ThunderRolls (distributed in the April- June time frame). Ballots 
can be emailed to Frank Howe at Tbirds1995@ gmail.com.



Welcome 
to 2017 and 
the first of 
three issues of 
ThunderRolls 
printed this year. 

As we said fare-
well to another 
year, we turn 
our attention 
to planning for 

this year’s reunion Nov. 9-11. There’s several 
changes to this year’s from those of the past.

The Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino in 
downtown Las Vegas will host this year’s 
reunion.

For planning purposes, the golf outing will 
be the morning of Thursday, Nov 9 at the 
Highland Falls Gold Course in Summerlin. 
Hall-of-Famer Billy Casper and master 
course-planner Greg Nash designed the 
course. Highland Falls’ eighteen holes are 
fun, fair and challenging (par-72, 6,512 
yards, rating/slope 70.1/119).

The Perch Party will be held Thursday 
night at the Golden Nugget. This leaves 
Friday night open for mini reunions or get 
together with friends.

We’ve asked to visit the squadron Friday, 
Nov 10. The team should be flying a prac-
tice demonstration in preparation for the 
Air Force Chief of Staff ‘s 70th Air Force 
anniversary airshow Saturday and Sunday, 
Nov. 11-12.

The TBAA business meeting will be 
Saturday morning on Nov. 11. One item on 
the business meeting agenda is a proposed 
by-laws change regarding the investment 
account which the Board will ask the mem-
bership to approve.

We’re looking at several options for the ban-
quet Saturday night. Look for updates on 
this in the ThunderRolls issues distributed 
in May and August.

Invitations will be mailed out this summer. 
Registrations will be online (with a credit 
card) through the TBAA website 
(www.tbaa.org). We’ll began accepting them 
in June.

We have a large turnover in the Board of 
Directors this year. The voting for new 
directors will take place in advance of the 
Reunion business meeting. Results will be 
announced at reunion so you can speak 
directly with the new directors while there. 
If you or someone you know is interested in 

serving, please let Frank Howe know by April 
1. Email him at Tbirds1995@gmail.com.

We continue to welcome a number of new 
annual and lifetime members. Your help is 
needed to recruit our teammates and con-
vince them that the $30 annual fee, or $300 
lifetime membership, is worth the money. 
The idea of continuing our belief that “Once 
a Thunderbird, Always a Thunderbird” 
is something to be proud of. In addition, 
we do have a lot of fun getting together as 
members of certain year teams, or collec-
tively, at the reunion.

Finally, I want to congratulate Lt. Col. Jason 
Heard on assuming command of the team. 
I wish him and all the men and women 
of his team a very successful 2017 season. 
I encourage all alumni to show the team 
their support by attending a Thunderbirds 
demonstration if one is scheduled near you.

Jeff Remington 
Solo (1988–89) 
Chairman (2014–2017)

From the Chairman

From the Boss
EDITOR’S 
NOTE:  Lt. 
Col. Jason A. 
Heard became 
Commander/
Leader of the 
U.S. Air Force Air 
Demonstration 
Squadron 
“Thunderbirds” 
Jan. 6. He previ-
ously served as 

Chief of Safety for the 48th Fighter Wing at RAF 
Lakenheath, United Kingdom. Colonel Heard 
is both a Senior Pilot and Navigator with more 
than 3,000 flight hours. He led an F-15E squad-
ron in combat as expeditionary squadron com-
mander. He also served as Director of Operations 
of the 492d Fighter Squadron, 48th Fighter Wing, 
RAF Lakenheath. This is his first commentary as 
Commander/Leader of the Thunderbirds.

Thanks for allowing us to share informa-
tion about the 2017 team! My wife Amy 
and three children are proud to be joining 
the Thunderbirds. Our PCS from England 

went smoothly and we’ve been welcomed 
with open arms by the current team and 
past alumni. Our life is filled with pride in 
serving our country and amazing Airmen 
friends, it’s a tremendous honor to join the 
Thunderbirds as the Commander/Leader to 
share our passion for the Air Force.

We’re humbled to follow in your footsteps 
accomplishing the Thunderbirds mission 
— no other organization represents and 
promotes our Airmen with such tremendous 
impact. “Inspiring tomorrow’s Airmen” is not 
just a catch phrase, it’s been the responsibility 
of this team for 64 years.

We’re gearing up for show season and classic 
Thunderbirds teamwork is keeping training 
on track, despite substantial aircraft availability 
challenges. Bulkhead inspections and depot-
level maintenance is testing our ability to com-
plete the team’s syllabus, but will ensure safe 
Thunderbird aircraft for the future. Despite 
these difficulties, we’re not only on track for 
our Commander, Air Combat Command cer-
tification on March 5, but we’ll also perform 
the Super Bowl 51 flyby on Feb. 5 and Daytona 
500 flyby on Feb. 26. 

We’re as proud as ever to represent Airmen 
during the 2017 show season…not only 
in the United States, but also in the United 
Kingdom. We can’t wait to meet you on the 
road and hear your stories, I can promise that 
we’re working hard to exceed the high stan-
dards that you’ve established. This year marks 
the 70th anniversary of our Air Force, setting 
up a great reunion show for you at Nellis 
coincident with the Air Force Chief of Staff ’s 
70th Air Force anniversary airshow. You’re in 
for an airpower extravaganza!

Finally, a huge thanks to Lt. Col. “Reggie” 
Hammond and the departing 2016 team 
members. Reggie led the team through two 
fantastic seasons, and several difficult chal-
lenges. We’ll miss him and his incredible 
family as he departs for school in Rome, Italy.

The team is grateful for how well we’re pos-
tured for our 64th year. It’s a great time to be 
a Thunderbird!

Lt. Col. Jason Heard
USAFADS Commander/Leader (2017-18)

2



Maj. Nate 
Hofmann is 
the Right Wing 
Pilot, flying the 
No. 3 jet. He 
earned his com-
mission through 
the Air Force 
ROTC and 
graduated from 
the University 

of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana in 2005. 
Initially, Hofmann was a communications 
officer prior to attending undergradu-
ate pilot training in 2010. Before joining 
the team, Hofmann served as an F-16 
Instructor Pilot and Flight Commander at 
Shaw AFB, S.C. He has logged more than 
1,000 hours in the F-16 and has nearly 
350 hours of combat experience. Major 
Hofmann is in his first season with the 
team and hails from Rockford, Ill.

Capt. Ryan 
Bodenheimer is 
the Left Wing 
Pilot, flying the 
No. 2 jet. He 
earned his com-
mission in 2007 
as a graduate of 
the University of 
Colorado’s Air 
Force Reserve 

Officer Training Corps program. Before 
joining the team, Bodenheimer was an 
F-15E pilot and flight commander for 
the 389th Fighter Squadron at Mountain 
Home Air Force Base, Idaho. He has 
logged more than 1,400 flight hours, with 
more than 300 hours of combat expe-
rience. Bodenheimer is in his second 
season with the team and hails from 
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Lt. Col. Jason 
Heard is the 
Commander/
Leader of the 
Thunderbirds. 
In addition to 
flying the No. 1 
jet and leading 
all air demon-
strations, he 
commands the 

120-person squadron. Colonel Heard 
earned his commission in 1999 as a 
graduate of the University of Texas at 
Austin. Initially, Lt. Col. Heard was an 
F-15E Weapons Systems Operator prior to 
attending pilot training. He subsequently 
served in F-15E squadrons as an instruc-
tor pilot and evaluator. Prior to joining the 
Thunderbirds, he led an F-15E squadron 
in combat as an expeditionary squadron 
commander. He has logged more than 
3,000 flight hours with 788 hours of com-
bat experience. Colonel Heard is in his 
first season with the team and hails from 
Sugarland, Tex.

Meet the 2017 Thunderbirds officers

Planning Underway for 2017 Reunion Nov. 9-11
Planning is in full swing for this year’s reunion 
Nov. 9-11 hosted by the Golden Nugget Hotel 
and Casino in downtown Las Vegas.

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
group room rates are: 

$59 Tuesday through Thursday and Sunday 
and $ 119 Friday and Saturday nights in 
the Carson Tower King; and $89 Tuesday 
through Thursday and Sunday and $149 
Friday and Saturday nights in the Gold 
Tower King.

Carson Tower King rooms offer a rich 
brown and beige decor suffuses every room 
— each of which boasts an armoire, marble 
bathroom and vanity area with lighted 
makeup mirror. Many rooms have spectac-
ular views of Las Vegas or the scenic Spring 
Mountains.

Located just off the casino floor, the new 
Gold Tower Rooms feature upgraded pil-
low-top mattresses, feather down comfort-
ers, 42” plasma televisions, and contempo-
rary decor.

An $11.20 per day resort fee and 12 percent 
room tax is additional charges. The resort 
fee includes: access for two to the Fitness 
Center daily (does not include the wet 

areas), basic, in-room daily Internet access 
for two devices daily, two bottled waters, 
daily (waters will be located in the guest 
rooms), complimentary parking, compli-
mentary airline boarding passes printing via 
the Front Desk or Box Office 24/7, com-
plimentary newspapers in your respective 
tower lobby from 6–10 a.m. daily, and 
downtown destination coupons.

All rooms are equipped with a hair dryer, 
in-room safe, an iron and ironing board. 
Upgraded wireless internet is available at 
an additional cost of $14.99 per 24-hour 
period. Coffee makers are available in Gold 
Tower rooms at a cost of $10 for four cups 
of coffee. Coffee makers are available upon 
request in Carson Tower.

Airline Shuttle provides round-trip ground 
transportation to and from McCarran 
International Airport to the Golden Nugget. 
The cost is $18.

Reservations must be made by Oct. 17 to 
get the TBAA group rate. Reservations 
made after this date will be based on room 
and rate availability. The hotel requires a 
first night’s deposit of room and tax, per 
room, to guarantee individual 
reservations and the credit card will be 

charged. They accept 
all major credit 
cards.

Preferred 
check-in guar-
antees smok-
ing and room 
location requests 
and offers expe-
dited check-in at the Golden Nugget’s VIP 
Lounge bypassing any lines at the front 
desk. Individuals will also receive line 
passes to utilize during their stay so they 
may bypass the lines at The Buffet and 
The Showroom. There is a one-time fee 
of $30 plus tax to add this special service 
to an existing reservation. To upgrade to 
Preferred Check-in, call their toll-free 
number at 800-634-3454.

To make reservations call the hotel at 
1-800-331-5731. Attendees need to identify 
themselves as being with the Thunderbirds 
Alumni Association reunion.

To register online, go to https://
bookgnlv.goldennugget.com/cgi-bin/
lansaweb?PROCFUN+RN+RES-
NET+RES+funcparms+UP(A2560):;ZG-
SUSAFT;1;1;;010;?/

Continued on page 4
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Meet the 2017 Thunderbirds officers
Continued from page 3

Maj. Nick Krajicek is 
the Slot Pilot, flying the 
No. 4 jet. He initially 
enlisted in the Army 
as an infantry soldier. 
After attending war-
rant officer school he 
flew UH-60 Blackhawk 
helicopters as a 
Medevac pilot. Earning 

his degree from the University of Nebraska, 
he went on to commission into the Air Force 
in 2004 through the Officer Training School. 
Before joining the team, Krajicek served 
as the wing director of staff and an F-16 
instructor pilot at Osan Air Base, Republic of 
Korea. He has logged more than 3,400 flight 
hours as a military pilot, with more than 650 
hours of combat experience. Krajicek is in 
his second season with the team and hails 
from West Point, Neb.

Maj. Alex Turner is 
the Lead Solo Pilot, 
flying the No. 5 jet. 
Turner is a graduate of 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute’s Air Force 
ROTC program. 
Before joining the 
Thunderbirds, Turner 
served as an F-16 

instructor pilot at Hill AFB, Utah. He has 
logged over 1,700 flight hours, with more 
than 260 combat hours in Libya and Iraq. 
Turner is in his second season with the team 
and hails from Chelmsford, Mass.

Maj. Whit Collins is 
the Opposing Solo 
Pilot, flying the No. 
6 jet. He earned his 
commission in 2006 
as a graduate of The 
Citadel’s Air Force 
ROTCorp program. 
Before joining the 
Thunderbirds, Collins 

served as an F-16 operational test and eval-
uation instructor pilot at Eglin AFB, Fla. He 
has logged over 1,200 flight hours, with more 
than 150 combat hours. Major Collins is in 
his first season with the team and hails from 
Warner Robins, Ga.

Maj. Kevin Walsh is 
the Operations Officer, 
flying the No. 7 jet. He 
entered the Air Force 
in 2002 as a graduate 
of the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. Before join-
ing the team, Walsh 
was an instructor at 
the European F-16 

Weapons School, Leeuwarden Air Base, 
Netherlands. He is a graduate of the USAF 
Weapons School and has logged over 2,300 
hours of flight time with more than 500 hours 
of combat pilot experience. Walsh is in his 
second season with the team and hails from 
Long Island, NY.

Capt. Erik Gonsalves 
is the Advance Pilot/
Narrator, flying the No. 
8 jet. He entered the 
Air Force in 2008 as 
a graduate of the U.S. 
Air Force Academy. 
Before joining the 
Thunderbirds, he 
served as an A-10C 
Flight Evaluator and 

the Chief of Standardization and Evaluation 
for the 75th Fighter Squadron, Moody AFB, 
Ga. He has logged more than 1,600 flight 
hours, with more than 500 hours of combat 
experience in the A-10C. Gonsalves is in his 
first season with the team and hails from 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Capt. Glen Goncharow 
is the Thunderbirds 
Flight Surgeon, wear-
ing the #9. He provides 
medical care for more 
than 120 squadron 
members. He earned 
his undergraduate 
degree from Emory 
University in 2007, 
entered the Air Force 

in 2008 through the Health Professions 
scholarship program and received his medi-
cal degree from Lincoln Memorial University 
in 2012. Before joining the team, he served 
as Flight Commander for the 4th Aerospace 
Medical Operations Squadron, and flight sur-
geon for the 333rd and 336th Expeditionary 
Fighter Squadrons at Seymour Johnson 
AFB, N.C. He has logged more than 350 
flight hours in six different aircraft, primarily 
F-15E, with more than 170 combat hours. 
Goncharow is in his first season with the 
team and hails from Greensboro, N.C.

Capt. Angelina Urbina 
is the Executive 
Officer, wearing the 
#10. She leads an 
executive support 
staff responsible for 
Thunderbirds’ cyber/
knowledge operations, 
budget, training and 
force support actions 

for the commander/leader. Urbina earned 
her commission through the Air Force OTS 
in 2010. Before joining the team, she was the 
Deputy Chief, Senior Leader Management 
Division, for the Air Force District of 
Washington at Joint Base Andrews, Md. 
Urbina is in her third season with the team 
and hails from Helena, Mont.

Maj. Warren Smith 
is the Maintenance 
Officer, wearing the 
#11. He is responsible 
for 90 personnel and 
the associated main-
tenance of 11 Block 
52 F-16 aircraft. After 
attending the U.S. 
Air Force Academy 

Preparatory School, Smith entered the Air 
Force in 2005 as a graduate of the U.S. Air 
Force Academy. Before joining the team, 
Smith was the Operations Officer for the 
52d Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
at Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany. He 
is also a graduate of the USAF Advanced 
Maintenance and Munitions Officer School. 
Smith is in his second season with the team 
and hails from Lexington, S.C.

Capt. Sara Harper 
is the Public Affairs 
Officer, wearing the 
#12. She is respon-
sible for the team’s 
extensive market-
ing, recruiting and 
publicity programs. 
Harper earned her 
commission in 2010 as 

a graduate of Auburn University’s Air Force 
ROTC program. Her previous assignments 
include Sheppard AFB, Tex., Spangdahlem 
AB, Germany and before joining the team, 
Captain Harper was the Chief of Public 
Affairs for the 6th Air Mobility Wing at 
MacDill AFB, Fla. She is in her third season 
with the team and hails from Tyrone, Ga.
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The Thunderbirds will fly their first flyover in 
2017 at Super Bowl 51 in Houston, Tex., Feb. 5. 

Later that month, they will perform a flyover 
at the Daytona 500 in Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Feb. 26.

Plans to celebrate the 70th anniversary of 
the U.S Air Force at this summer’s Royal 
International Air Tattoo will include a rare 
trip across the Atlantic to take part July 14-16 
at RAF Fairford, United Kingdom. This will 
be the team’s only UK appearance and will be 
part of the airshow’s official tribute to mark 
the U.S. Air Force’s 70th anniversary. 

The 2017 demonstration season kicks off in 
March. This year, the team will perform 70 

demonstrations at 36 locations. They include:

March 11-12: Titusville, Fla. 
March 18-19: Waco, Tex. 
March 25-26: Lancaster, Calif. 

Apr. 1-2: Melbourne, Fla.
Apr. 8: Maxwell AFB, Ala.
Apr. 22-23: Tyndall AFB, Fla.
April 29-30: Lake Charles, La.

May 6-7: Travis AFB, Calif.
May 13-14: Pittsburgh, Pa.
May 20-21: Tinker AFB, Okla.
May 24: USAF Academy, Colo.
May 27-28: Wantagh, N.Y.

June 3-4: Open Date
June 10-11: Scott AFB, Ill.

Thunderbirds Welcomes New 2017-18 Commander/Leader

Team Releases 2017 Demonstration Schedule

by Staff Sgt. Stephanie Englar
USAFADS Public Affairs

Lt. Col. Jason Heard assumed command of the U.S. Air Force 
Air Demonstration Squadron from Lt. Col. Chris Hammond 
during a change of command ceremony held in the Thunderbird 
hangar Jan. 6.

“Today we start the next chapter of history as command of the 
Thunderbirds changes from Lt. Col. Chris “Reggie” Hammond 
to Lt. Col. Jason “Shifty” Heard,” said Brig. Gen. Jeannie Leavitt, 
57th Wing commander. “Not only will “Shifty” command the 
Thunderbirds, but he will also lead the formation. This com-
mander/leader role is unique to the Thunderbirds and requires 
not only great leadership skills, but also incredible talent and the 
ability to build trust across the entire team.”

“To me, service as a Thunderbird is both an honor and a priv-
ilege. It requires significant sacrifice rewarded by the trust our 
fellow Airmen place in us to represent them to the public,” said 
Heard. “I promise to provide adaptive leadership, maintain the 
standards, and fly a safe show.”

“I am humbled, honored and proud to be the 35th Commander/
Leader of the Thunderbirds,” Heard said. “As I look at our 
amazing aircraft I’m inspired to take our mission on the road. 
However, it’s not the aircraft that I’m most excited about, it’s the 
men and women of this team, I can’t wait to work with you every 
day over the next two years.”

June 17-18: Youngstown ARB, Ohio 
June 24-25: Dayton, Ohio 

July 1-2: Traverse City, Mich.
July 8-9: Gary, Ind.
July 14-16: Royal International Air Tattoo-

RAF Fairford, United Kingdom 
July 22-23: Great Falls, Mont.
July 26: Cheyenne, Wyo.
July 29-30: Fairchild AFB, Wash.

Aug. 12-13: Westfield ANGB, Mass.
Aug. 19-20: Selfridge ANGB, Mich.
Aug. 23: Atlantic City, N. J.
Aug. 26-27: Dover AFB, Del.

Sept. 2-4: Cleveland, Ohio .
Sept. 9-10: Altus AFB, Okla.
Sept. 16-17: JB Andrews, Md.
Sept. 23-24: Colorado Springs, Colo.
Sept. 30-Oct 1: Grand Junction, Colo.

Oct. 7-8: Minden, Nev.
Oct. 14-15: Open Date
Oct. 21-22: Houston, Tex.
Oct. 28-29: Moody AFB, Ga.

Nov. 4-5: Joint Base Lackland-Kelly, Tex.
Nov. 11-12: Nellis AFB, Nev.

The team offers a limited number of airshow passes to alumni at show sites listed on 
their schedule to active (dues paying) TBAA members. Tickets go quickly so plan ahead. 
Requests must be received NLT two weeks prior to the demonstration. If interested in 
Thunderbirds airshow tickets, contact Maureen Walker at maureen.walker@us.af.mil

Brig. Gen. Jeannie Leavitt, 57th Wing commander, passes the Thunderbirds 
guidon to Lt. Col. Jason “Shifty” Heard during change of command ceremonies 
Jan. 6. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Jason Couillard)

VIP PASS
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The Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
still has limited quantities of 60th anni-
versary commemorative coin sets. Each 
set features the 60th anniversary logo on 
one side and one of the eight different 
aircraft flown by the team. Costs for the 
coin set is $100 plus $5.80 for Priority 
Mail shipping. They can be ordered online 
through the TBAA website at www.tbaa.
org. Profits from the sale of coins benefit 
the Association.

A Las Vegas-area group of Thunderbirds 
alumni invite all present and former 
Thunderbirds to join them for lunch the 
first Wednesday of each month at Boulder 
Station. The meeting starts at 11:30 a.m. 
For more details, email Jerry Jones (Ground 
Radio Communications Technician 1965-
69) at tbird13@cox.net

Benchstock
Congratulations to Congressman Sam 
Johnson (Solo/Slot 1957-58) who was 
reelected to Congress. First elected in 1991 
representing Texas’ District 3 (a suburban 
area north and northeast of Dallas), he is 
one of two Vietnam-era POWs still serving 
in Congress.

Congratulations to Col. Greg “Trump” 
Moseley (Commander/Leader 2012-
2014), on his promotion and assumption 
of command of the 1st Operations Group 
at Langley AFB, Va. He had previously 
served as the Commander, Air Combat 
Command’s Executive Officer.

Congratulations to Col. Rusty “Shredder” 
Keen (Left Wing 2005-06) who assumed 
commander of the 54th Fighter Group at 
Holloman AFB, N.M. The unit conducts 
formal graduate-level F-16 initial, re-qual-
ification, senior officer and instructor 
training.

Congratulations to Pam Anderson (Public 
Affairs Superintendent 2007-11), Kati 
Grabham (Public Affairs 2002-07), Lori 
Hayworth (Aviation Resource Management 
2006-10), Allen “Huey” Hewitt (Dedicated 
Crew Chief #1, #8 and Quality Assurance 
2005-09) and Max Walker (Crew Chief #4 
2001-03), who were selected for promotion 
to chief master sergeant.

Congratulations to the Thunderbirds 2016 
Annual Awards winners. They include 
Senior Amn. Rachel Maxwell (Broadcast 
Journalist) in the airman category; Tech. 
Sgt. Ryan Smith (Quality Assurance Chief 
Inspector) in the noncommissioned officer 
category; Senior Master Sgt. Trip Bolding 
(Production Superintendent) in the senior 
NCO category; Capt. Sarah Harper (Public 
Affairs Officer) in the company grade offi-
cer category; Maj. Nicholas Krajicek (Slot 
Pilot) in the field grade officer category; 
and Tech. Sgt. Conrad F. Nelson (Line 
Chief), the Fitzgerald Award winner.

Congratulations to the 2017 Thunderbirds 
show line. They include:

Line Chiefs: Tech. Sgt. Conrad Nelson and 
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Audet.

Thunderbird #1 Dedicated Crew Chief and 
Assistant DCC: Staff Sgt. Jesse Barker and 
Staff Sgt. Aaron Scott-Langley.

Thunderbird #2 DCC and ADCC: Staff Sgt. 
Joshua Pait and Staff Sgt. Lucas Culver.

Thunderbird #3 DCC and ADCC: Staff Sgt. 
Daniel Walling and Staff Sgt. Kyle Smith.

Thunderbird #4 DCC and ADCC: Staff 
Sgt. Cody Fouratt and Staff Sgt. Bryson 
Schuster.

Thunderbird #5 DCC and ADCC: Staff Sgt. 
Gustavo Cifuentes and Staff Sgt. Nicole 
Calungsod.

Thunderbird #6 DCC and ADCC: Staff 
Sgt. Pierce Gillis and Staff Sgt. Derrick 
Young.

Thunderbird #7 DCCs and ADCCs: Staff 
Sgt. Christopher Chappell and Tech. Sgt. 
Jason Festog, Staff Sgt. Thomas McGuire 
and Staff Sgt. Andrew Kim, and Staff Sgt. 
Alvin Felder and Staff Sgt. Luke Etter.

Thunderbird #8 DCCs and ADCCs: Staff 
Sgt. Todd Hughes and Staff Sgt. Joshua 
Whiteley, Tech. Sgt. Michael Radcliff and 
Staff Sgt. Juan Izquierdo.

New 3/4-inch metal 
Thunderbirds Alumni 
Association lapel pins 
are available. Cost is 
$10 per pin (including 
postage). Pins may be 
ordered by sending a 
request and check to: Thunderbirds Alumni 
Association, c/o Al Eakle, 7812 Deerfield 
Lane, Callaway, FL 32404.

TBAA offers dog tag-shaped challenge coin bottle openers
The Thunderbirds Alumni Association is now offering a new challenge coin. This dog tag-
shaped bottle opener salutes both the current Thunderbirds team and Thunderbirds alumni 
who came before them.

The Dog Tag Bottle Opener features the Thunderbirds Patch on one side, and the 
Thunderbirds Alumni Patch on the other side. It is 1 3/8 inch x 2 1/2 inch (35mm x 63mm) 
and 3 mm thick. The cost is $15 each. 

To purchase go to the TBAA website (www.tbaa.org) , click on General Sales under the 
Merchandise tab on the Home page, then click on Challenge Coin Bottle Opener. Follow 
directions from there.

Those people with either an Android or 
Apple mobile device (phone, tablet or 
iPad) might want to download and check 
out TBAA’s new APP. The free down-
loads located in the Google Play store 
and Apple’s APP store bridge a software 
gap between personal computers and 
mobile devices. With either of these 
APPsdownloaded the functions individ-
uals can see and use on their PC are now 
available on their mobile smartphone, 
iPhone, tablet or iPad.
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This is the first issue of ThunderRolls to be printed 
in 2017 for members of the Thunderbirds Alumni 
Association. The next issue will be Quarter 2 ( 
April-June) 2017. Submissions (including high 
resolution photos in jpeg format) may be emailed 
to: al.eakle@gmail.com. Submission does not 
guarantee publication and editorial staff may edit 
for style and content. Change of address should be 
submitted to Al Eakle at al.eakle@gmail.com.

TBAA Board of Directors 
Chairman 
Jeff Remington (1988-89)

Vice Chairman 
Mike “Mo” Beale (1990-91)

Secretary 
Shellie Vaught (1998-2000)

Treasurer 
Brian Plauche (2000-05)

Director (Membership Chairman) 
Jim Dye (1995-99)

Director (Nominations/Elections Chairman) 
Frank Howe (1995-98)

Director (2017 Reunion Chairman) 
Chuck Lombardo (1971-75)

Director  
Bob Purtiman (1997-2001)

Director  
Mark Thome (1987-91)

Director 
Constantine “Chachi” Tzavaras (1998-99)

Administration/Communications Asst. 
Al Eakle

Historian 
Carol Knotts

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association would 
like to thank Lockheed Martin for its continued 
support of ThunderRolls and the TBAA.

Graphic Design and Printing 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
Fort Worth, Texas

LOOK FOR: 
Official TBAA website  
www.thunderbirdsalumni.org

Facebook Page: Thunderbird Alumni  
(TBAA emblem on opening)

Gone But Not Forgotten
NOTE: There may be some time between an individual’s death and when we print an obitu-
ary. They are printed after the Thunderbirds Alumni Association receives them. Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to the family members and friends of these cherished members of the 
Thunderbirds family.

Bill Bordeleau (Honorary Thunderbird 1992) passed away Jan. 8 at 
the age of 84. Survivors include Bill’s wife of 53 years Darlene “Dar” 
Bordeleau.

Retired Master Sgt. Doyle Fetzer (Supply 1968-71) died Jan. 2. 
Survivors include: his wife; Iredelle Fetzer, one son; Trevor and his wife 
Marilyn Fetzer of Clovis, N.M, and a sister; Janet and husband Ralph 
Creighton of Lodi, Ohio.

Robert A. “Bob” Hoover (Honorary Thunderbird 1967), a World War 
II fighter pilot who became an aviation legend for his skills as a test 
pilot and for his appearances in air shows, has died Oct. 25.

Retired Master Sgt. David Jones (Public Affairs 1982-84) died 
Dec. 27. Survivors include his wife Yvonne M. Jones; sister’s Cindy 
McConnell and Tara Parsons; brother’s Dennis Jones and Randy Fritz; 
children and grandchildren.

Retired Senior Master Sgt. Vernon Kent Wilcox (Flight Chief 1963-
66), 84, of Las Vegas, passed away Dec. 14. He is survived by his wife 
Shirley; son, Brett Wilcox; daughters, Leslie (Joe) Wilcox and Felecia 
(John) Mann; four grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.

For those who pay annual dues, the new dues 
year for the Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
started Jan 1. For those who left the team 
during 2015 season, their dues-free year 
ended Dec. 31. 

“We hope you will continue to be an active 
member of TBAA by paying dues, said 
Jim Dye (.NCOIC Aerospace Ground 
Equipment/Assistant Crew Chief #7 1995-
99), TBAA Membership Chairman.

There are two options for paying dues.

Dues can be paid online with a credit card 
through the TBAA website (www.tbaa.org). 
Cost for annual dues is $32, or $310 for a 

lifetime membership (payable at one time 
or in $53 monthly increments throughout 
the calendar year). 

Dues can also be paid by paper check. 
Cost for annual dues is $30, or $300 for a 
lifetime membership (payable at one time 
or in $50 monthly increments throughout 
the calendar year). Paper checks should 
be made payable to Thunderbirds Alumni 
Association and sent to: 

TBAA
7812 Deerfield Lane, 
Callaway, FL 32404

Annual dues year began Jan. 1
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Alumni Gather for Eight-Night Southern Caribbean Cruise
Thunderbirds alumni are gathering for an 
eight-night Southern Caribbean cruise 
Jan. 13-21, 2018.

Departing from Miami on the Carnival Vista, 
the cruise will make stops in Grand Turk, 
Domincan Republic, Curacao and Aruba.

“The rainforests of Dominica, crystal-clear 
waters of Grand Turk, beautiful beaches and 
historic architecture of Curacao and white-
sand beaches of Aruba are a few of the 
exotic treasures you’ll find in the Southern 
Caribbean,” said tour organizer Carole 
Dupree Bensley. “These far-flung islands 
were made for getting out and swimming, 
snorkeling, hiking, not to mention excellent 
shopping and sightseeing.” 

Prices start, for inside cabins category 4B, at 
$868.00 per person. Balcony cabins category 
8B start at $1,309.00 per person. These are 
double occupancy cabins. Single supplement 
rates are available on request.

Outside cabins not available in the group 
booking.

Insurance for inside cabins is $95 per per-
son. Insurance for balcony cabins is $129 
per person.

Gratuities not included in quote. For more 
details, contact Bensley at cbensley@cruise-
sinc.com or 580-364-6803.

7812 Deerfield Lane, Callaway FL, 32404   

Email: al.eakle@gmail.com 
Phone: 850-818-0777


