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Tech. Sgt. Robin Bailon, right, of the 60th Operations Support Squadron, and a Vietnamese local screen dirt for evidence in hopes of finding life-support 
equipment and remains from a Vietnam War-era crash. (Courtesy photo)

EDITOR’S NOTE: Tech. Sgt. Robin Bailon 
served on the Thunderbirds from 2007-10 as 
an Aircrew Flight Equipment Craftsman.

By 2nd Lt. Geneva Croxton,  
60th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs

TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE, Calif. (AFNS) 
— (This feature is part of the “Through 
Airmen’s Eyes” series. These stories focus on 

individual Airmen, highlighting their Air 
Force story.)

When Tech. Sgt. Robin Bailon enlisted in 
the Air Force in 2000, she didn’t expect her 
career to place her in Vietnam, serving as a 
life science investigator.

But Bailon, an aircrew flight equipment 
specialist by trade, had the opportunity to 

venture far outside the scope of her tradi-
tional duties, recently returning from a trip 
working for the Defense Prisoner of War/
Missing in Action Accounting Agency in 
Vietnam.

There, she searched for the remains of fallen 
service members and aircraft parts from a 

Alumnus Helps Search for Vietnam War Remains

Continued on page 5 



From the Chairman
I want to touch on a subject we discussed at 
the business meeting during the 2015 reunion. 
That subject was our financial situation which 
took a majority of our time.

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association has two 
accounts: operating and investments.

The operating account is what we use to pay the 
bills. Funds for this account come from annual 

dues payments, any profits from sales we generate and sponsorships.

The investment account was set up with the idea of eventually funding 
parts of reunion using the interest generated from that account. Under 
our bylaws, lifetime dues must be deposited into this account and can-
not be touched. We can only use the interest generated from these funds 
before the funds are deposited into the account at the end of each year.

For many years TBAA has operated primarily through the generosity 
of sponsorships. Over the past six years we’ve seen a steady decline 
in sponsors.

The deposits we had to make for the 2015 reunion nearly depleted our 
operating account funds before we began accepting reservations. We 
opened reservations six weeks earlier than normal last time yet few took 
advantage of that option. We were on the verge of having no money to 
keep operations going.

Your alumni board has been addressing this problem and takes manag-
ing TBAA funds seriously.

We are working on a proposal to make a bylaws change which we will 
present at the business meeting at the 2017 reunion. We are working on 
the exact wording but basically want your approval to withdraw funds 
from the investment account as a last resort if needed and all other 
funding streams are depleted. 

We are also setting up an endowment for donations to the TBAA.  Our 
tax status change to a veterans organization (501(C)19) now makes 
donations a tax write-off, which they weren’t in the past. Since this dis-
cussion at reunion, we’ve had four people make donations which we 
were able to put in the operating account.

There are several ways you can help!

We need to expand our solicitations for new sponsors. Send us your 
ideas on potential organizations which may be willing to make a dona-
tion to TBAA.

Out of 1,872 alumni eligible for active membership in TBAA, only 
42 percent of them pay dues. We all know people who are not active 
(dues-paying) members. Reach out to them, ask them why and encour-
age them to become paid members.

Lastly, next year’s reunion will be Nov. 9-11. We’ve had a great turnout 
the past few events and hope to see you there in 2017.

Jeff Remington 
Solo (1988–89) 
Chairman (2014–2017)

From the Boss
Thunderbirds,

As we welcome June, the Team has found our 
stride approaching mid-season. Thus far, the 
season has been characterized by being Air 
Force Base heavy with huge crowds (nearly 
2.5 million) and a great Thunderbirds alumni 
presence! Some of the highlights include 
mini-reunions with our Phoenix-based 
alumni at Luke AFB and our Colorado Springs 
friends while at the Academy.

During our MacDill, Luke and McGuire AFB trips, we had the pleasure 
of meeting some future Thunderbirds as we hosted applicants for the 
2017- 18 show seasons. The Team will be swapping out numbers 1, 3, 6, 
8, and 9 after the 2016 show season. It’s hard to believe we are already 
selecting our replacements when we’re not even halfway through the 
season yet, but I guess all good things must come to an end. While we 
do not expect to have the pilots approved and released by the issue of 
this ThunderRolls, our new Thunderbird 9 was selected earlier in the sea-
son. Capt. William “Swap” Goncharow will be the next Thunderbirds 
Flight Surgeon, arriving in September from Lackland AFB, Texas.

Another recent development is completion of the Thunderbirds 
museum renovation. While the renovation is finished and looks great, 
we are still working with Lockheed Martin on plans for the presenta-
tion of our rich Thunderbirds heritage. The VIP room remains essen-
tially unchanged, continuing to pay homage to those Thunderbirds 
who have gone on to achieve the rank of General Officer. The museum’s 

auditorium, Thunderama, has all new seating. The main thrust of 
the renovation though was in the main halls of the museum, knock-
ing out walls, improving lighting, and creating a more modernized 
presentation of memorabilia and Team pictures. Expect each of the  
Thunderbirds’ aircraft eras to be represented appropriately and  
the museum to reopen to the public in August 2016.

We also have several show season updates to brief you on. For the 2016 
show season, Major League Baseball has requested a Thunderbirds 
flyby for the MLB All-Star Game at the San Diego Padres/Petco Park 
on July 12. We plan to stage out of Naval Air Station North Island. 
Additionally, the Daytona Airshow, originally scheduled for Oct. 8-9, 
has been cancelled. The Team will be traveling instead to San Juan, 
Puerto Rico for the 2016 Puerto Rico International Airshow. This will 
be the first time the Thunderbirds have been out of the United States 
since before sequestration. Finally, we added Scott AFB to our 2017 
show season schedule. We’ll be attending their show on June 10-11, 
2017, and are honored to help celebrate the 100th anniversary of Scott 
AFB. As these changes are made, you can always find our most up-to-
date schedule at www.afthunderbirds.com.

I would like to personally thank you for your continued support of your 
USAF Thunderbirds. We look forward to seeing you on the road some-
time this season and continuing to build a stronger bond between the 
current Team and those incredible Airmen that paved the way for our 
continued success. Clear skies and tail winds!

 
Lt. Col. Christopher B. “Reggie” Hammond  
USAFADS Commander/Leader (2015–2016)
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Two life members of the Thunderbirds 
Alumni Association were among the dig-
nitaries on hand for the rededication of 
a World War I memorial outside of Paris 
April 20.

Former Air Force Chiefs of Staff retired 
Generals Merrill McPeak (Solo 1967-
68) and T. Michael Moseley (Honorary 
Thunderbird 1997) were part of the work-
ing group which raised money to restore the 
Lafayette Escadrille Memorial (LEM). 

Built in 1928 with private donations, the 
monument commemorates not only the 
original 38 but the 200 or so who suc-
ceeded them as volunteers in various French 
squadrons, together known as the Lafayette 
Flying Corps. Forty-nine who died in the 
war are buried in the memorial crypt. 
It also commemorates the longstanding 
friendship between France and the United 
States, where each has come to the others 
assistance in defending liberty and freedom.

Formed in 1916, the Lafayette Escadrille 
was composed largely of American volun-
teer pilots flying fighters. 

With the United States entering the war 
in 1917, the pioneering airmen of the 
Lafayette Escadrille formed the founda-
tion on which American combat aviation 
was built. Donning U.S. Air Service uni-
forms, the veteran flyers continued to fly 
and fight, while also teaching their newly 

arrived counterparts about the nuances of 
combat aviation.

The heritage of the Escadrille Lafayette con-
tinues to live in Air Forces of both nations. 
The squadron exists today in the French 
Air Force, f lying Mirage 2000N fighter  
aircraft. The USAF unit accorded with  
historical lineage tied to the Escadrille is 
the 94th Fighter Squadron, now f lying  
the F-22 Raptor.

Over the years, the LEM fell into seri-
ous disrepair. The property belongs to a 
French Foundation that has little abil-
ity to raise the money to maintain it. The 
Foundation offered on numerous occa-
sions to give the Memorial to the American 
Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC), 
the American agency that operates ceme-
teries and monuments all over the world. 
However, the ABMC rejected these offers 
for several reasons, including especially the 
high cost of repair and restoration.

In 2010, General McPeak was appointed 
to head the ABMC, the first airman to be 
Chairman of the Commission, following 
a string of distinguished Army officers. 
McPeak took a different view of the signif-
icance of the Lafayette Escadrille, and the 
importance of its Memorial. “The Escadrille 
reminds me of fighter squadrons I’ve been 
in,” said General McPeak. “The cast of char-
acters was quite colorful – the good and the 
bad, the skilled and the unskilled, the lucky 

and the unlucky. It was a risky business, so 
it attracted some weird and colorful people, 
something that remains true today.”

Meanwhile, even before his days as USAF 
Commander in Europe, General Moseley 
had tried to find a way to restore the LEM 
and get it under U.S. ownership. “Restoring 
the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial extends 
past national pride and heritage – we 
have a sacred obligation to take care of 
the Airmen,” said General Moseley. “The 
38 pilots of the Lafayette Escadrille, who 
flew for France beginning in 1916 before 
the United States entered World War I,  
created a culture that influences combat 
pilots today.”

Generals Moseley and McPeak got together 
and raised enough money to restore the 
LEM to pristine condition. 

“The push to repair and restore the 
Memorial got a big boost from Airbus, said 
General McPeak, “who helped raise funds 
in both the U.S. and France. The leader-
ship for that effort came from Al McArtor 
(Narrator 1973), head of the U.S. operations 
for Airbus.”

The April 20 event in Paris celebrated this 
fact. The next step is to formally bring the 
LEM under ABMC control and manage-
ment. With General McPeak as Chairman, 
he says this is likely to happen this calen-
dar year.

TBAA Members Raise Funds to Restore Memorial

Among the dignitaries on hand for the rededication of the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial (LEM) outside of Paris April 20 were retired Gen. Merrill McPeak, 
Chairman of the American Battle Monuments Commission; Alex Blumrosen, Chairman of the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial Commission; Gen. Dave 
Goldfein, Air Force Vice Chief of Staff and nominated to be the next Chief of Staff; Deborah James, Secretary of the Air Force; and Jane Hartley,  
U.S. Ambassador to France. Also in attendance was former CSAF retired Gen. T. Michael Moseley. Generals Moseley and McPeak got together and  
raised enough money to restore the LEM to pristine condition. (Courtesy photo)
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The Thunderbirds have over 35 demonstra-
tions remaining on their 2016 schedule and  
71 demonstrations at 37 locations in 2017. 

2016 Show Season 
July 2-4: Battle Creek, Mich.
July 9-10: Duluth, Minn.
July 16-17: Toledo, Ohio
July 23: Vance AFB, Okla.
July 27: Cheyenne, Wyo.
July 30-31: Offutt AFB, Neb.

Aug. 13-14: Burlington, Vt.
Aug. 17: Atlantic City, N.J.
Aug. 20-21: Chicago, Ill.
Aug. 27-28: Joint Base Lewis- 

McChord, Wash.

Sept. 3-4: New Windsor, N.Y.
Sept. 10-11: Fort Wayne, Ind.
Sept. 17-18: Sheppard AFB, Texas
Sept. 24-25: Salinas, Calif.

Oct. 1-2: Robins AFB, Ga.
Oct. 8-9: San Juan, Puerto Rico
Oct 15-16: Fort Worth, Texas
Oct 22-23: Huntington Beach, Calif.
Oct 29-30: Rome, Ga.

Nov 5-6: Homestead Air Reserve Base, Fla.
Nov 12-13: Nellis AFB, Nev.

2017 Show Season
Feb. 19: Daytona 500, Daytona Beach, Fla. 

(Flyover)

March 5: Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
(Flyover)

March 7: Creech AFB, Nev.
March 11-12: Titusville, Fla.
March 18-19: Waco, Texas
March 25-26: Lancaster, Calif.

April 1-2: Melbourne, Fla.
April 8: Maxwell AFB, Ala.
April 22-23: Tyndall AFB, Fla.
April 29-30: Lake Charles, La.

May 6-7: Travis AFB, Calif.
May 13-14: Pittsburgh, Pa.
May 20-21: Tinker ADB, Okla.
May 27-28: Wantagh (Jones Beach), N.Y.

June 1: USAF Academy, Colo.
June 3-4: Grand Junction, Colo.
June 10-11: Rockford, Ill.
June 17-18: Youngstown Air Reserve Base, 

Ohio
June 24-25: Dayton, Ohio

July 1-2: Traverse City, Mich.
July 8-9: Gary, Ind.
July 15-16: Open Date
July 22-23: Great Falls, Mont.
July 26: Cheyenne, Wyo.
July 29-30: Fairchild AFB, Wash.

Aug 12-13: Westfield (Barnes Air National 
Guard Base), Mass.

Aug 19-20: Selfridge Air National  
Guard Base, Mich.

Aug 23: Atlantic City, N.J.
Aug 26-27: Dover AFB, Del.

Sept 2-4: Cleveland, Ohio
Sept 9-10: Altus AFB, Okla.
Sept 16-17: Joint Base Andrews, Md.
Sept 23-24: Colorado Springs, Colo.
Sept. 30-Oct. 1: Open Date

Oct. 7-8: Minden, Nev.
Oct 14-15: Phoenix (Speedway), Ariz.
Oct 21-22: Houston, Texas
Oct 28-29: Moody AFB, Ga.

Nov 4-5: Joint Base San Antonio  
Lackland-Kelly, Texas

Nov 11-12: Nellis AFB, Nev.

More Than 35 Demonstrations Remain This Year

The Thunderbirds Delta formation performs the Delta Loop during the Luke Air Force Base Air Show at 
Luke AFB, Ariz., April 2, 2016. (U.S. Air Force Photo by Tech. Sgt. Christopher Boitz)

The team offers a limited number of airshow passes to alumni at show sites listed on their schedule to 
active (dues paying) TBAA members. Tickets go quickly so plan ahead. Requests must be received NLT 
two weeks prior to the demonstration. If interested in Thunderbirds airshow tickets, contact Maureen 
Walker, the Commander/Leader’s Secretary, at maureen.walker@us.af.mil.
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helicopter crash during the 
Vietnam War.

Headquartered in the District 
of Columbia with an oper-
ational office in Hawaii, the 
DPAA is responsible for both 
the recovery and accounting 
of missing service members 
from past conflicts.

When the message came 
down from Air Mobility 
Command that it was look-
ing for a team member, Bailon 
was excited to apply. She 
became interested in the pro-
gram when she heard about it 
from co-workers who served 
on previous DPAA teams.

Her work with aircrew flight 
equipment opened the door 
for her to go to life science 
equipment investigation train-
ing, where she further devel-
oped her skills to contribute to 
the effort of Recovery Team 5, 
the DPAA team to which she 
was assigned to.

This past year, RT-5 was able 
to successfully clear the area 
around a crash site that was 
identified by the agency in 
2007 and began the excava-
tion. During her time there, 
Bailon worked closely with a 
civilian forensic anthropolo-
gist, a photographer, an explosive ordinance 
specialist, and a Vietnamese linguist to 
search for and recover aircraft pieces.

Bailon’s hard work was noticed by both her 
teammates, and also her supervisor, U.S. 
Army Capt. Jonathan Duncan, a 121st Joint 
Field Activity DPAA recovery team leader.

“Tech. Sgt. Bailon was instrumental in help-
ing our team identify wreckage associated 
with the crash as she was the only subject 
matter expert on the team who could pro-
vide authoritative positive identification of 
aircraft pieces and parts,” Duncan said. “Her 
expertise was crucial in allowing us to fulfill 
our mission.”

Duncan was responsible for leading 15 U.S. 
personnel on the mission, directing their 
work and coordinating with the Vietnamese 
Office for Seeking Missing Persons.

There were many challenges faced during  
the 21 days that Bailon spent in Vietnam 
with RT-5.

The remote and austere conditions at the site 
created logistical, manpower and life sup-
port problems that the team was able to over-
come. The mountainous terrain was cold and 
rainy, which made the job more difficult. The 
ground was muddy and insects also created 
challenges for the team, but she refused to let 
the poor conditions get her down.

“I remember Tech. Sgt. Bailon was always 
willing to pitch in and do more than her fair 
share of the dirtiest, most grueling work we 
had to do,” Duncan said. “She hauled buck-
ets up and down steep muddy slopes, shov-
eled out mud from the holes we excavated, 
and stood in dirt, mud, and water, for up to 
eight hours for each of those days. She did 
all of those things happily despite knowing 

that she would have no chance to 
change into clean or dry clothes, 
or take a warm shower, until we 
got off the mountain and went 
back to town.”

A positive attitude was paramount 
to the team’s success.

“Bailon’s willingness to support 
the team was a significant boost 
to overall team morale” Duncan 
added. “She consistently produced 
excellent work despite a lack of life 
support conveniences that are typ-
ically taken for granted in daily 
life, like running water, flushing 
toilets, reliable showers or warm 
water for bathing.”

Despite challenges that RT-5 
faced in Vietnam, their efforts 
bared results. On Dec. 14, four 
boxes of remains, which are 
thought to be those of U.S. ser-
vice members killed in action 
during the Vietnam War, were 
given to DPAA at a repatriation 
ceremony held at a Hanoi airport  
in Vietnam.

During her time in Vietnam, 
Bailon worked with members 
from each branch of service and 
said she enjoyed working with 
and learning about their simi-
larities and differences. She also 
embraced the cultural aspects of 
the trip.

“I not only enjoyed the joint mission, but I 
also enjoyed working hand in hand with the 
Vietnamese,” she said. “It was interesting. 
A lot of them don’t really speak or under-
stand English, so trying to communicate was 
challenging but it was fun experiencing their 
culture.”

Something she cherishes from her trip is the 
camaraderie shared between not only the 
joint forces, but the Vietnamese military.

On Thanksgiving Day, Bailon’s Vietnamese 
counterparts prepared a pig for the DPAA 
team. The DPAA members were also able to 
prepare a Thanksgiving meal and to share 
American culture with the Vietnamese as 
they celebrated what they were thankful for.

“What better time to be on this mission than 
just after Veterans Day,” Bailon said.

DPAA Responsible for Recovery, Accounting of Missing Service Members
Continued from page 1
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Continued on page 8

Benchstock
C ong rat u lat ions 
to Brig. Gen. Carl 
A. “Ferris” Buhler 
( M a i n t e n a n c e 
Off icer 1997-98) 
who has been nom-
inated for appoint-
ment to the rank 
of major general. 
Buhler is currently 
serving as director 
of logistics, engineering, and force protec-
tion, Headquarters Air Combat Command, 
Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Virginia.

Congratulations to 
Brig. Gen. Russell 
L. “Smack” Mack 
(Right Wing 1999) 
who has been nom-
inated for appoint-
ment to the rank of 
major general. Mack 
is currently serv-
ing as Director of 
Plans, Programs and  
Requirements (A5/8/9), Headquarters ACC.

C ong rat u lat ions 
to  Br ig.  G en . 
Charles L. Moore, 
Jr.  ( H o n o r a r y 
Thunderbird 2013) 
who has been nom-
inated for appoint-
ment to the rank 
of major general. 
Moore is currently 
serving as deputy 
director for global operations, J-39, Joint 
Staff, Pentagon, Washington, District of 
Columbia.

Congratulations 
to Ben Ayivorh  
(Sw ing Shi f t /
Support/7DCC/ 
5DCC/2012-15), 
and Brandt Silvi 
(Communications 
2013-15), who 
were recent ly 
commissioned as 
second lieuten-
ants. Ben is cur-
rently in the Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot 
Training program at Sheppard AFB, Texas 
and Brandt is currently in Undergraduate 
Pilot Training at Laughlin AFB, Texas.

Tech. Sgt. Allan Habe (Crew Chief #2), Roger Henry (Jet Engine Technician 1981-86) and Henry’s wife 
Dee visit during the team’s stop in the Phoenix area. Alumni in the Phoenix area hosted a reception for 
current team members and their families who were in town for the Luke Air Force Base open house. 
(Photo courtesy of Steve Chealander)

military and federal service and is now 
Chief of Public Affairs for the VA Southern 
Nevada Healthcare System. Chuck said any 
Southern Nevada alumni needing VA assis-
tance should reach out to him at (702) 791-
9003 or via email at charles.ramey2@va.gov.

Alumni have asked about a challenge coin 
sold by the team. The 
cost is $12 per coin. 
Individuals inter-
ested in purchas-
ing one should make 
checks payable to 
the Thunderbirds 
E n l i s t e d  F u n d 
and mail them to: 
USAFADS/CCS, 4445 
Tyndall Ave., Nellis 
AFB, NV 89191-6079.

The Four Points by 
Sher aton-De s t i n /
Fort Walton Beach will once again host 
ThunderFun 2016, scheduled for Sept. 8-10. 
ThunderFun is an informal mini-reunion 
held in years when there is no reunion in  
Las Vegas. The Four Points is situated on 
a nine-acre beachfront site on Florida’s 
Emerald Coast. For those who have never 
been to the property, information regard-
ing the hotel can be found online at http://
www.fourpointsdestinfortwaltonbeach.com/. 
Room rates are Traditional Courtyard View 
or King without a view – $132 per night 
(normally $189 per night) or Deluxe Beach 
Front View – $155 per night (normally 

Congratulations to Lt Cols. Chris Austin 
(Left Wing 2007-08); Robert Brinker 
(Maintenance Officer 2002-03); Tad Clark 
(Advance Pilot/Narrator 2006-07); Rick 
Goodman (Solo 2009-10); Dave Moreland 
(Maintenance Officer 2004-06) and Tony 
Mulhare (Advance Pilot/Narrator 2008-09), 
who were selected for promotion to colonel.

C ong rat u lat ions 
to Paul S. Duncan 
(Avionics, Assistant 
Crew Chief #1, 
#3, #9 1984-1987) 
was named Senior 
M a n a ge r,  F -35 
Delivery Operations 
P r o d u c t i o n 
Engineering for 
Lockheed Martin in 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Congratulations to Darin Mauzy (Crew 
Chief #6, #8/Quality Assurance) who sewed 
on Chief Master Sgt. 

Congratulations to Senior Master Sgt. Kati 
Grabham (Public Affairs 2002-07) who has 
been selected for special duty as Special 
Advisor to the Chief Master Sergeant of  
the Air Force. Because of her new job she 
has had to resign from the Thunderbirds 
Alumni Association Board of Directors.

Congratulations to Senior Master Sgt. 
(ret.) Charles “Chuck” Ramey (NCOIC, 
Media Relations 1994-98), who recently 
left the Air Force after nearly 28 years of 
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Gone But Not Forgotten
NOTE: There may be some time between an individual’s death and when we print an obituary. They are 
printed after the Thunderbirds Alumni Association receives them. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the 
family members and friends of these cherished members of the Thunderbirds family.

Retired Master Sgt. Patrick Kelley (Jet Engines 1973-76) passed away in September 2015.  He 
is survived by his wife Karen, son Mike and three grandchildren.

William Haydon Cameron (Skyblazers Assistant Crew Chief 1950-54) died March 9. Survivors 
include wife Yvonne Stewart Cameron; son Keith; daughters Dolores (Jerald) Hampton and 
Linda (Mike) Brashears; two grandchildren; three sisters; and two brothers. 

Lynette Brooks, widow of Col. (Ret) Ralph Brooks (Right Wing 1961-62), died March 7. She is 
survived by her children Laura and Joe Covarrubias, Jr., Greg and Lisa Brooks, Cindy Barnes, 
and Mike and Liz Brooks; nine grandchildren; one great-grandson; and a brother.

Give Thought to Running for Board
By Frank Howe – Nominating/Elections Committee Chairman

Shortly after the beginning of the new year, we will be soliciting volunteers for the Thunderbirds 
Alumni Association Board of Directors as five directors end their terms at the end of 2017.

It is not too early to start thinking about how you, or someone you know, could serve and 
continue to help make the Board and the TBAA ever-stronger as we support the team  
and the alumni.

TBAA is always looking for nominees who are ready to bring their enthusiasm and leadership 
to the alumni association in support of the wide-ranging activities needed to be successful.

We are particularly interested in nominees willing to help with the immense efforts required to 
stage a great reunion or folks who may have expertise in accounting and finance, fundraising, 
QuickBooks, marketing and research to find out-of-touch alumni.

If you are ready to step up and contribute your time and talents to the TBAA, please contact me 
at tbirds1995@gmail.com and I will attempt to answer any questions you may have.

Ring Prices Increased April 25
Jostens announced a price increase for custom Thunderbirds rings effective April 25.

Available in both men’s and women’s sizes, the ring is available in two versions. The “traditional 
ring” has the patch on the right side, the Air Force coat of arms on the left side, and USAF 
Thunderbirds across the top. The “60th Anniversary” version is similar to the “traditional ring” 
except the Air Force coat of arms has been replaced with the 60th anniversary logo. 

Josten’s offers a variety of metal choices including: 
Lustrium: is a non-precious metal alloy that is silver in color. It is a hard and durable metal. 
Prices start at $202 for men’s and $197 for women’s rings.
Questra has the same characteristics as Lustrium but yellow in color because of a coating  
with 22 karat yellow gold. Prices start at $285 for men’s and $280 for women’s rings.
Yellow Gold has been the standard for jewelry for over 4,000 years. Men’s 10K is $779 and  
women’s 10K is $563. Men’s 14K is $1164 and women’s 14K is $793. 
White Gold has the same lasting qualities and value as yellow gold but is composed of a differ-
ent metal. Men’s 10K is $779 and 14K $1164. Women’s 10K is $563 and 14K is $793.

For men’s rings, full name engraving, sunburst stone, encrusting and protecting 
emblems is an additional $15 each. For women’s rings, full name engraving and sunburst  
stone is an additional $15 each.

Before ordering, individuals should contact TBAA’s Jostens sales representative, Bill Cashman 
at 817-682-0368 to discuss stone options and sales tax, as tax varies by state.

Rings can be ordered through the TBAA website at www.tbaa.org. Order information is 
listed under Alumni Only under the Merchandise tab.

This is the second issue of ThunderRolls to be 
printed in 2016 for members of the Thunderbirds 
Alumni Association. The next issue will be 
Quarter 3 (July-September) 2016. Submissions 
(including high resolution photos in jpeg 
format) may be emailed to al.eakle@gmail.com. 
Submission does not guarantee publication and 
editorial staff may edit for style and content. 
Change of address should be submitted to  
Al Eakle at al.eakle@gmail.com

TBAA Board of Directors 
Chairman 
Jeff Remington (1988-89)

Vice Chairman 
Mike “Mo” Beale (1990-91)

Secretary 
Shellie Vaught (1998-2000)

Treasurer 
Brian Plauche (2000-05)

Director (Membership Chairman) 
Jim Dye (1995-99)

Director (Nominations/ 
Elections Chairman) 
Frank Howe (1995-98)

Director (2017 Reunion Chairman) 
Chuck Lombardo (1971-75)

Director  
Bob Purtiman (1997-2001)

Director  
Mark Thome (1987-91)

Director 
Constantine “Chachi” Tzavaras (1998-99)

Administration/Communications Assistant 
Al Eakle

Historian 
Carol Knotts

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association would 
like to thank Lockheed Martin for its continued 
support of ThunderRolls and the TBAA.

Graphic Design and Printing 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
Fort Worth, Texas

LOOK FOR:

Official TBAA website  
www.thunderbirdsalumni.org

Facebook Page: Thunderbird Alumni  
(TBAA emblem on opening)
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7812 Deerfield Lane, Callaway, FL 32404   

Email: al.eakle@gmail.com 
Phone: 850-818-0777

$219 per night). Rates do not include taxes. 
Room reservations can be made by going to 
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/
start.action?id=1512088927&key=218675BE.  

The special room rate is good three days 
prior and three days after our mini reunion. 
While still in the planning stages, a num-
ber of optional activities are planned for 

a t t e n d e e s . 
These include 
golf, deep-sea 
f ishing, and 
jet skiing. The 
Four Points 
also has two 
outdoor pools 
and is on the 
b e a c h  f o r 
just loung-
ing. Activities 
kick off with 
a  n o - h o s t 
mixer at the 
hotel ’s Tik i 
Bar Thursday 

night and end 
with Saturday 
night dinner 

Benchstock
Continued from page 6

at High Tide, a surf-and-turf restaurant. 
Contact Al Eakle at 850-316-1475 or 
al.eakle@gmail.com for more details.

A Las Vegas-area alumni group meets 
for lunch the first Wednesday of each 
month at Boulder Station. The meet-
ing starts at 11:30 a.m. For more 
details, email Jerry Jones (Ground 
Radio Communications Technician  
1965-69) at tbird13@cox.net.

FG16-1229_001

60th Anniversary Coin sets are still available. 
Cost is $100 per set plus $6.80 for shipping  
and handling. They can be ordered through  
the TBAA website.

The TBAA offers two different posters printed on photo paper measuring 16 x 20 
inches. Posters are $30 each with an additional $5 for shipping, whether you buy 
one or more. Individuals can order the posters online and pay with a credit card. 
Look for the Merchandise tab on the TBAA website at www.tbaa.org.


