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Mike Bilcik (Crew Chief #8, #7, #3 1968-71), Jim Klimesh (Ground Communications 1969-73), Reed Lutz (Avionics Specialist 1969-74), Jim “JJ” 
Flor (Communications/Navigation 1969-72), Doyle Ruff (Narrator/Right Wing 1967-71) and Les Scott (Pneudraulics Specialist 1971-73) share a 
few minutes during the 2017 Thunderbirds reunion. For more on the reunion and business meeting, see the stories and photos on pages 6 and 7.

New Year Introduces TBAA Leadership Changes
Leadership of the Thunderbirds Alumni 
Association changed on January 1 when 
a new Board of Directors took office.

New board members include: 
Kirk Alexander (Assistant Crew 
Chief #8, Crew Chief #7 1988-
91); DeAnn “D” Denzer (Lead 
Administrator 1998-01); John 
“Fitz” Fitzgerald (Air Show 
Coordinator 1981-84); Paul “Sticky” 
Strickland (Slot Pilot 1991-92) 
and Bill Zink (NCOIC Aerospace 
Ground Equipment 1992-96).

Returning board members include 
Mike “Mo” Beale (Solo Pilot 1990-91); 
Jim Dye (NCOIC Aerospace Ground 

Equipment/Assistant Crew Chief #7/
Assistant Specialist Flight Chief 1995-
99); Chuck “Bam-Bam” Lombardo 
(Aircraft Maintenance Technician 
and Crew Chief #8 1971-75); Bob 
Purtiman (NCOIC Media Relations 
1997-2001) and Mark Thome (ACC #2/
Pneudraulics 1987-91). 

One board vacancy existed due to the 
resignation of Costa “Chachi” Tzavaras 
(Narrator and Operations Officer 
1998-99). Dylan Hulbert (Avionics 
Technician/ACC #7 and #8) was 
appointed to the board as outlined in 
the TBAA bylaws.

Al Eakle, the TBAA administrative/
communications assistant, is a non- 
voting member of the board as well.

Completing their term and leaving the 
board were Shellie Farmer (Personnel 
Specialist 1998-2000); Frank Howe 
(Public Affairs Administrator 1995-98); 
Brian Plauche (Crew Chief #7, #1 and 
#8 2001-05) and Jeff Remington (Solo 
1988-89 and Operations Officer 1989).

The new officers of the TBAA are Mike 
“Mo” Beale, Chairman; Paul “Sticky” 
Strickland, Vice Chairman; John 
“Fitz” Fitzgerald, Secretary and 
Kirk Alexander, Treasurer.



Welcome to the first issue of 
ThunderRolls in 2018.

With a new year comes a new 
board of directors and I’m honored 
to serve as the new Thunderbird 
Alumni Association (TBAA) Board 
of Directors Chairman. I promise to 
continue the great work of those who 
have gone before.

I’d like to thank my predecessor, Jeff 
Remington, for his leadership and 

inspiration. I also want to thank the outgoing board members: 
Secretary Shellie Farmer, Treasurer Brian Plauche, Elections 
Director Frank Howe and Director “Chachi” Tzavaras. They were 
outstanding TBAA board members and will be sorely missed. 
Many thanks!

I also want to welcome your new board members: Vice Chairman 
Paul “Sticky” Strickland, Secretary John “Fitz” Fitzgerald, Treasurer 
Kirk Alexander and Directors DeAnn “D” Denzer and Dylan 
Hulbert. Our contact information is on the TBAA website under 
“Contact Us” on the home page. Please feel free to contact us any-
time and let us know what is on your mind. We also want to hear 
your great ideas for improving the TBAA.

I want to talk membership, engagement and support for the team. 
Take a look at the 2018 schedule (page 4) and see when the team is 
flying a show near you. Engage the team. Watch the show. Tell war 
stories. I know how much it meant to me when I was on the team 
to engage with alumni and swap stories, some bigger lies than oth-
ers! Also, since we’re a 501c-19 veteran organization, you can write 
off donations associated with hosting an alumni party when you file 
your income tax. We had successful get-togethers in Cleveland and 
Washington, DC this year, along with other locations.

At our last board meeting, we noted that there are 1,857 living 
alumni – 797 are active dues-paying members and 1,060 are 
inactive. We can do better.

Like most alumni associations, that is about right. For everyone 
who wants to be an alumni member, there is usually someone who 
had a bad experience or has put the past behind them.

I think, however, the Thunderbirds are different and I would like to 
get the participation rate up. Some eras of the Thunderbirds have 
more participants than others. The F-4 era has a high percentage of 
membership. Different eras of F-16 have higher or lower mem-
bership. The 1989-93 eras have a high percentage of participation 
and you’ll note a lot of the board membership is also from this era. 
I would like to see you continue to engage your brotherbirds and 
sisterbirds and get our overall numbers up. If you have good ideas 
on messaging let your board know!

We all know it takes successful funding to run an organization. We can 
use your help in donations and/or identifying sponsors. If you would 
like to donate to TBAA, you can do so with a credit card through our 
website. We’ve had many alumni step up to the plate to help.

If you have ideas for potential sponsors outside our organization, 
please let the board know who those potential sponsors are and 
we’ll take it from there.

One thing we did this year as a fundraiser recognizing major team 
events is offer a new challenge coin. One side recognizes the team’s 
65th anniversary, while the opposite side recognizes the 35th 
anniversary of the Thunderbirds flying demonstrations in the F-16. 
The two-inch coin sells for $20 and can be purchased through our 
website. Through a generous donation by Lockheed to cover the 
cost of the coins, all the profits go to TBAA.

Mike “Mo” Beale
TBAA Board Chairman

From the Chairman

From the Boss
EDITOR’S NOTE: Lt. Col. Kevin “Lowen” Walsh became 
Commander/Leader of the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration 
Squadron “Thunderbirds” on December 20. He served the previous 
two years as the squadron’s Operations Officer.

Thunderbirds,

“Unprecedented” is a term I’d use 
to characterize the current state of 
the team and the upcoming 2018 
show season. I’m sure you are all 
aware that Lt. Col. Heard will not 
be Thunderbird 1 for the 2018 show 
season. Jason remains a fantastic 
pilot and Air Force officer. He 
led the team to some significant 
accomplishments last year and I ask 

that you continue to view him as one of our own while respecting 
both him and his family.

While this was certainly a shock to the team and has introduced 
historic challenges to the training season we, as United States Air 
Force Thunderbirds, have chosen to define the 2018 season by how 
we will overcome such adversity. 

That said, Aviation Nation proved to be a fantastic ending to 2017. 
The alumni banquet served as an amazing opportunity to unite 
both young and old to share Thunderbird stories and lessons 
learned. Make no mistake, our heritage is essential, now more than 
ever, as we regroup and focus on the future. Your insight, guidance 
and counsel has been, and will continue to be invaluable, as we step 
proudly into the 2018 season.

It was an absolute pleasure to share the hangar with those upon 
whose shoulders we stand while also sharing our beautiful new 
museum, on which many team members, both officer and enlisted, 
worked so hard.

The Fitz was also a success with the ENTIRE enlisted team winning 
the Fitzgerald Award. Believe me, with only eight aircraft in our 

Continued on next page
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possession, a communications cart that 
was being completely upgraded, and a 
Class A mishap, the whole enlisted team 
indeed stepped up to earn this most 
prestigious award.

As the newly selected Thunderbird 1 my 
focus is on strengthening the team from 
the inside out.  We have experienced a lot 
of turmoil that will take time and effort to 
resolve…but resolve it we will.

Throughout the years, the Thunderbirds 
have endured trials that have pushed our 
Airmen to their very limits, but each time 
we’ve emerged with our heads held high, 
stronger and better for it. Rest assured 
that as soon as we are ready to perform 
safe demonstration worthy of our team’s 
stellar reputation, we will hit the road, and 
when we do, it will be with the same pride, 
precision and professionalism as every 
Thunderbird team that has gone before us.

I’d like to personally thank those alumni 
who have reached out in a positive way to 
aid the team during this difficult time, as 
well as those who chose to recognize the 
vast efforts the team has made to improve 
the squadron and respect our heritage. 
Your continued support will be vital to our 

success as we enter our 65th year 
representing our service and our nation. 

I eagerly look forward to seeing you out on 
the show season. Until then, Jen and I wish 
you all a wonderful 2018.

Lt. Col. Kevin Walsh
Commander/Leader

From the Boss

Team Brings Back Shortened Training Program
by Chief Master Sgt. Jason D. Hughes
Thunderbirds Chief Enlisted Manager

Editor’s Note: Chief Jason Hughes 
is the chief enlisted manager for the 
Thunderbirds. He is responsible for 
providing the commander/leader 
a mission-ready enlisted force. He 
advises the commander/leader on a 
wide range of topics including man-
power, enlisted development, mission 
effectiveness, readiness, training, 
health, morale and welfare for 130 
enlisted members. Chief Hughes is in 
his second year on the team.

The Thunderbirds have brought back a shortened version of the 
training program. The newly updated program is twelve days 
instead of the 21-day program of the past. This returns new enlisted 
Thunderbirds to their work centers in a timelier manner. We’re 

focusing on educating all newly assigned enlisted airman with an 
array of topics to better prepare their role as a Thunderbird. This 
ultimately enhances our mission of recruit, retain and inspire.

By leaning out the program we’ve focused heavily on the 
Thunderbirds history and professionalism, proper wear of the 
uniform, how to conduct a tour of the museum, how each work 
center operates, how to upload/download the STAR and a visit to 
Creech AFB to see training operations.

During the twelve days we also ensure each new Thunderbird 
completes their “meet and greets” with current team members.

After all of these items have been completed, we’ll cap it off with a 
memorable “Hail” from Boss Kevin Walsh where he’ll present each 
new member with their first Thunderbirds patch, and I’ll present 
them with their official Thunderbird “Delta” challenge coin!

Continued from previous page

Staff Sgt. Joshua Pait, Thunderbird #1 Dedicated Crew Chief and Staff Sgt. Justin Beach, Thunderbird 
#1 Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief, salute Commander/Leader Lt. Col. Kevin Walsh, Thunderbird #1 after 
unveiling his name on the side of the lead jet. (U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Christopher Boitz)
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Team Schedules 65 Demos at 35 Locations in 2018
Vice President Mike Pence poses for a photo with the Thunderbirds officers and crew chiefs for the Number One jet. The vice president visited 
the Thunderbirds hangar on January 11.

The Thunderbirds will be performing 65 
demonstrations at 35 sites in 25 states and 
Canada in 2018. Schedule dates include:

Feb. 18: Daytona (500) Beach, Fla.  
              (Flyover)

Mar. 24-25: Melbourne, Fla.

Apr. 7-8: March ARB, Calif.
Apr. 14-15: Lakeland, Fla.

Apr. 21-22: Columbus AFB, Miss.
Apr. 28: Joint Base Charleston, S.C.

May 5-6: Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
May 12-13: Laughlin AFB, Texas
May 19-20: Langley AFB, Va.
May 23: U.S. Air Force Academy, Colo.
May 26-27: Cannon AFB, N.M. 

June 2-3: Mountain Home AFB, Idaho
June 9-10: Niagara Falls, N.Y.

June 16-17: Ocean City, Md. 
June 23-24: Hill AFB, Utah 
June 30-July 1: Joint Base Elmendorf,  
                          Alaska 

July 7-8: Duluth, Minn. 
July 14-15: Westover ARB, Mass.
July 21-22: Milwaukee, Wis.
July 25: Cheyenne, Wyo.
July 28-29: Latrobe, Pa.

Aug. 4: Minot AFB, N.D.
Aug. 18-19: Chicago, Ill.
Aug. 22: Atlantic City, N.J.
Aug. 25-26: Ypsilanti, Mich.

Sept. 1-3: Toronto, Canada
Sept. 8-9: McConnell AFB, Kan.
Sept. 15-16: New Windsor, N.Y.
Sept. 22-23: Mather, Calif.
Sept. 29-30: Salinas, Calif.

Oct. 6-7: Baltimore, Md.
Oct. 13-14: Fort Worth, Texas
Oct. 20-21: Huntington Beach, Calif.
Oct. 27-28: Little Rock AFB, Ark.

Nov. 3-4: Homestead ARB, Fla.
Nov. 10-11: Nellis AFB, Nev.

The team offers a limited number of VIP passes to alumni at show sites listed on their schedule to 
active (dues paying) TBAA members. Tickets go quickly so plan ahead. Requests must be received NLT 
two weeks prior to the demonstration. Tickets are sent via U.S. mail so allow 5-7 days for delivery. 
If interested in tickets, email Maureen Walker at maureen.walker@us.af.mil
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Lt. Col. Kevin Walsh is the 
Commander/Leader of the U.S. Air 

Force Air 
Demonstration 
Squadron. In 
addition to 
flying the No. 1 
jet and leading 
all air demon-
strations, he 
commands the 
130-person 

squadron.  He entered the Air Force 
in 2002 as a graduate of the U.S. Air 
Force Academy in Colorado Springs, 
Colo. Before joining the team, Walsh 
was an instructor at the European 
F-16 Weapons School, Leeuwarden 
Air Base, Netherlands. He is a gradu-
ate of the USAF Weapons School and 
has logged more than 2,600 hours of 
flight time with more than 500 hours 
of combat pilot experience. Walsh is 
in his third season with the team and 
hails from Long Island, N.Y.

Capt. Will Graeff is the Left Wing 
Pilot flying the No. 2 jet. He earned 

his commis-
sion in 2008 as 
a graduate of 
the University 
of Florida’s Air 
Force ROTC 
program. 
Before join-
ing the team, 
Graeff was a 

T-38C instructor for Introduction 
to Fighter Fundamentals. Prior to 
his time in the T-38, Graeff was an 
F-15E pilot and Chief of Advanced 
Programs for the 492d Fighter 
Squadron, RAF Lakenheath, England. 
He has logged more than 1,400 flight 
hours as an Air Force pilot, with more 
than 200 hours of combat experience. 
Graeff is in his first season with the 
team and hails from Seminole, Fla.

Maj. Nathaniel Hofmann is the 
Right Wing Pilot flying the No. 3 

jet. He earned 
his commis-
sion through 
the Air Force 
Reserve 
Officer 
Training 
Corps pro-
gram and 
graduated 

from the University of Illinois 
in Champaign Urbana in 2005. 
Initially, Hofmann was a commu-
nications officer for the Air Force 
prior to attending undergraduate 
pilot training in 2010. Before join-
ing the team, Hofmann served as 
an F-16 Instructor Pilot and Flight 
Commander at Shaw AFB, S.C. He 
has logged more than 1,500 hours 
in the F-16, T-38 and T-6A aircraft, 
with nearly 350 hours of combat 
experience. Hofmann is in his sec-
ond season with the team and hails 
from Rockford, Ill.

Maj. Stephen Del Bagno is the Slot 
Pilot flying the No. 4 jet. He is a 

2005 gradu-
ate of Utah 
Valley State 
University and 
commissioned 
from Officer 
Training 
School, 
Maxwell AFB, 
Ala. in 2007. 

Before joining the Air Force, 
Del Bagno was a civilian flight 
instructor, corporate pilot, skywriter 
and a banner tow pilot. Prior to 
joining the Thunderbirds, Del Bagno 
served as an F-35A Evaluator Pilot 
and Chief of Standardization and 
Evaluation, 58th Fighter Squadron, 
Eglin AFB, Fla. He has logged more 
than 3,500 total flight hours in more 
than 30 different aircraft, with 1,350 
hours as an Air Force pilot. 
Del Bagno is in his first season 
with the team and hails from 
Valencia, Calif.

Maj. Whit Collins is the Lead Solo 
Pilot for the U.S. Air Force Air 

Demonstration 
Squadron fly-
ing the No. 5 
jet. He earned 
his commis-
sion in 2006 
as a gradu-
ate of The 
Citadel’s Air 
Force ROTC 

program. While studying Computer 
Science, he enjoyed playing intermu-
ral soccer and was president of the 
school’s aviation club. He is also an 
avid kite boarder, enjoys snowboard-
ing and playing guitar. Before joining 
the Thunderbirds, Collins served as 
an F-16 operational test and evalu-
ation instructor pilot at Eglin AFB, 
Fla. He has logged more than 1,500 
flight hours as an Air Force pilot 
with more than 150 combat hours. 
Collins is in his second season with 
the team and hails from Warner 
Robins, Ga.

Capt. Matt Kimmel is the opposing 
Solo Pilot for the U.S. Air Force Air 

Demonstration 
Squadron fly-
ing the No. 6 
jet. He earned 
his commis-
sion in 2008 as 
a graduate of 
the University 
of Southern 
California’s Air 

Force ROTC program. Growing up 
in northern California, he enjoyed 
motocross, snowboarding and 
tennis. Before joining the 
Thunderbirds, Kimmel served as 
an F-16 evaluator pilot at Shaw AFB, 
S.C. He has logged more than 1,700 
flight hours as an Air Force pilot 
with more than 715 combat hours. 
Kimmel is in his first season with the 
team and hails from Vacaville, Calif.

Meet the 2018 Thunderbirds Pilots and Support Officers 

Continued on page 8
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More than 250 alumni, current team mem-
bers, associates, honoraries and family 
members gathered in Las Vegas to attend 
the Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
Reunion on November 9-11 at the Golden 
Nugget Hotel and Casino. For some, 
reunion activities began Thursday morning 
with the golf outing at the Highland Falls 
Golf Course.

“We had 32 players that formed eight 
teams,” said Mark Thome, this year’s golf 

organizer. “The Peoria scoring system was 
used to prevent a team from forming ‘a 
ringer’ by having all great players.” 

The winning team this year included 
Steve Chealander (#8, #2 1981-85), his 
brother Hal Chealander, Capt. (Dr.) Glen 
Goncharow (current #9) and Tech. Sgt. 
Joe Olsen (current Air Transportation). 
Findlay Toyota of Henderson, Nev. offered 
an automobile as a hole-in-one prize, 
unfortunately no one was able to claim it.

Several hundred attendees gathered early 
Thursday evening at the Golden Nugget 
Hotel and Casino for the Perch Party. It 
was an opportunity to eat and visit with 
longtime friends.

A crowd of more than 500 people gathered 
at the Thunderbirds hangar late Friday 
morning to watch a 2017 Thunderbirds 
demonstration. The remainder of Friday 
was free with several groups of attendees 
holding their own mini-reunion.

The TBAA business meeting was held 
Saturday morning. Minutes of the business 
meeting are posted on the TBAA website at 
www.tbaa.org.

Alumni, associates and guests were joined 
by 50 current team members and their 
guests for the banquet Saturday night, the 
final event of the 2017 reunion.

TBAA Vice Chairman “Mo” Beale served 
as master of ceremonies. Motivational 
speaker Dan Clark was the guest speaker. 
After dinner and a break, Lt. Col. Kevin 
“Lowen” Walsh, Thunderbirds Operations 
Officer, gave an update on the squadron. 
Formal activities concluded with music by 
the band Five Way Street Band.

Large Turnout for the Thunderbirds Reunion

More than 50 sons, daughters, grandchildren and great grandchildren of Bob Kanaga gathered to honor the memory of the Thunderbirds original 
Slot Pilot who died earlier in 2017. The current team flew his name on the Number 4 jet during Friday’s practice demonstration.

Each night of the reunion, attendees had an opportunity to visit with friends in the Hospitality 
Suite. Refreshments were provided by Costa “Chachi” Tzavaras (#8, #7 1998-99) and his wife 
Koko. (Photo courtesy Tom Wharton)
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EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is a recap 
of the business meeting held Nov. 11 during 
the reunion. Minutes of the meeting, along 
with briefing slides, are available on the 
Thunderbirds Alumni Association website at 
www.tbaa.org.

Nearly 70 people attended the 2017 busi-
ness meeting held Nov. 11 at the Golden 
Nugget Hotel and Casino. After introduc-
ing board members, TBAA Chairman Jeff 
Remington gave a brief overview of the 
State of the Association.

“The TBAA is in a weaker financial 
situation than it has been before,” said 
Remington. “Revenue that we generate for 
the operational fund has not been enough 
to cover up-front costs for future reunions.” 

“We have seen a decrease in lifetime and 
annual membership. Out of 1,857 living 
alumni, more than half are not active (dues 
paying) in the Association.”

“Revenue generated through annual dues, 
sales and sponsorships”, he added, “is 
not enough to cover annual operating 
expenses.”

“Were it not for donations to TBAA by 
a half-dozen people totaling $22,000,” 
Remington said, “we would not have had 
enough money in the operating account to 
cover deposits for this reunion.”

He stated the board had extensive discus-
sions on one of the by-law changes dealing 
with accessing the investment account 
should funds to cover future reunions are 
needed (Article III, B.4).  

The board provided three options to 
membership. They approved the 
following change:

Article III, B.4.  Lifetime dues paid since 
the formation of the Association have 
been invested in an endowment fund. 
The principle funds will remain in the 
account and only the net gain from these 
interest bearing and investment accounts 
may be used for the operation of the 
Association. Future lifetime dues received 
shall be added to this fund, but may be 
used to fund the day-to-day operation 
of the Association, at the discretion of 
the TBAA Board, once all other income 
streams (e.g., fund raising, donations, etc.) 
are exhausted to keep the TBAA solvent. 

In all cases, the principle in the endow-
ment fund shall not be depleted below 
$200,000.

Future contributions to the TBAA (those 
funds other than lifetime dues such as 
donations, fundraising, etc.) shall be used 
at the discretion of the TBAA Board (or as 
directed by those making contributions), 
and then put into the TBAA endowment 
fund to accelerate growth within one year 
of receiving the funds. The intent is to 
grow the endowment fund using lifetime 
dues and all other revenue streams not 
used in operations to a point that interest 
from the endowment account can be used 
to fund portions of future reunions. Any 
funds withdrawn from the endowment 
account will be treated as a zero interest 
loan and repaid into the fund as money 
becomes available.

The other by-law change clarifies who can 
vote in TBAA elections and was passed 
by the alumni members present at the 
meeting:

Article V.  Board of Directors Election

A. The Board of Directors will be 
elected by a majority vote. TBAA 
election ballots may be conducted 
electronically and managed by the 
Nominations Chairman. If electronic 
voting is unavailable through software 
applications, the election may be han-
dled through email and ThunderRolls 
mail-in ballots. 

B. Official ballots will only be tabulated 
from active TBAA members (voting 
rights) which are received before the 

election deadline. Any ballot that 
contains more than the maximum 
allowable votes will be considered an 
“over vote” and not counted.

C. In the event of a tie vote, a run-
off majority vote will be held at 
the scheduled association business 
meeting. 

D. Voting Rights

1. TBAA members who served on 
the team (either officer or enlisted) 
certified by their Commander/
Leader as being “Thunderbird 
Alumni” shall be entitled to cast 
votes. They must be in good stand-
ing with their TBAA dues before 
the close of the election in order 
to vote.

2. TBAA members who are Associate 
Members, Honorary Thunderbirds 
and Honorary Crew Chiefs shall 
have no voting rights for a Board 
of Directors election.

In other business, Director “Chachi” 
Tzavaras resigned as a current board mem-
ber. He reiterated he would be aggressively 
involved in raising funds to support the 
TBAA. He spoke about a fundraising strat-
egy. TBAA captured his thoughts and will 
share them in a future newsletter.

Chairman Remington thanked the depart-
ing board members and then introduced 
the new board members (see story on Page 
1). He then moved to adjourn the meeting.

Board Proposes – Membership Approves Bylaw Changes

Thunderbirds Alumni Associate Board Chairman Jeff Remington briefs attendees at the 
Nov. 11 business meeting. (Photo by TK Dudley)
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Meet the 2018 Thunderbirds Pilots and Support Officers
Maj. Eric Gorney is the Operations 
Officer flying the No. 7 jet. He 

entered the 
Air Force 
in 2004 as a 
graduate of the 
U.S. Air Force 
Academy. 
Gorney 
has served 
as an F-16 
Instructor and 

Evaluator Pilot at Luke AFB, Ariz. 
and Shaw AFB, S.C. Before joining 
the Thunderbirds, Gorney com-
pleted a fellowship at Headquarters, 
Pacific Air Forces and the Asia 
Pacific Center for Security Studies, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, where he also 
served in the 613th Air Operations 
Center. He has flown missions in 
Iraq and Libya with more than 240 
hours of combat experience in the 
F-16. This is Gorney’s first year 
on the team and he hails from 
Saginaw, Mich.

Maj. Erik Gonsalves is the Advance 
Pilot/Narrator flying the No. 8 jet. 

He entered 
the Air Force 
in 2008 as a 
graduate of the 
U.S. Air Force 
Academy. 
Before join-
ing the 
Thunderbirds, 
he served as an 

A-10C Flight Evaluator and the Chief 
of Standardization and Evaluation 
for the 75th Fighter Squadron, 
Moody AFB, Ga. He has logged more 
than 1,600 flight hours as an Air 
Force pilot with more than 500 hours 
of combat experience in the A-10C. 
Gonsalves is in his second season 
with the team and hails from 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Capt. (Dr.) Glen Goncharow is the 
Flight Surgeon and wears the No. 9. 

He provides 
medical care 
for more than 
120 squadron 
members and 
their families. 
He earned his 
undergrad-
uate degree 
from Emory 

University in 2007, entered the Air 
Force in 2008 through the Health 
Professions scholarship program 
and received his medical degree 
from Lincoln Memorial University 
in 2012. Before joining the team, he 
served as Flight Commander for the 
4th Aerospace Medical Operations 
and flight surgeon for the 333rd 
and 336th Expeditionary Fighter 
Squadrons at Seymour Johnson 
AFB, N. C. He has logged more than 
500 flight hours in seven different 
aircraft with more than 170 combat 
hours. Goncharow is in his second 
season with the team and hails from 
Greensboro, N.C.

Capt. Lauren Venturini is the 
Executive Officer and wears the No. 

10. She leads 
an executive 
support staff 
responsible for 
Thunderbirds’ 
cyber/knowl-
edge opera-
tions, budget, 
training and 
force sup-

port actions for the Commander/
Leader. Venturini earned her com-
mission in 2012 as a graduate 
of Baylor University’s Air Force 
ROTC program. Before joining the 
Thunderbirds, Venturini was the 
Mission Support Flight Commander 
for the 704th Munition Support 
Squadron at Ghedi Air Base, Italy. 
Venturini is in her first season 
with the team and hails from 
Grand Rapids, Mich.

Maj. Warren Smith is the 
Maintenance Officer and wears the 

No. 11. He 
is responsi-
ble for ninety 
personnel and 
the associated 
maintenance 
of eleven 
Block 52 
F-16 aircraft. 
Smith entered 

the Air Force in 2005 as a gradu-
ate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. 
Before joining the team, Smith 
was the Operations Officer for 
the 52nd Equipment Maintenance 
Squadron at Spangdahlem Air Base, 
Germany. He is also a graduate of the 
USAF Advanced Maintenance and 
Munitions Officer School. Smith is 
in his third season with the team and 
hails from Lexington, S.C. He will 
leave the team this summer.

Capt. Kassandra Mangosing will 
become the Maintenance Officer this 
summer and wear No. 11.

Maj. Ray Geoffroy is the Public 
Affairs Officer and wears the No. 12. 

He is respon-
sible for the 
team’s market-
ing, recruiting 
and publicity 
programs. 
Geoffroy 
earned his 
commission in 
2007 through 

Air Force ROTC at the University 
of Massachusetts where he studied 
Political Science. Geoffroy has led PA 
teams in various locations including 
Afghanistan and Japan. Before join-
ing the team, he was 
the Chief of Operations and 
Executive Officer for Headquarters, 
Pacific Air Force’s Public Affairs, 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Hawaii. Geoffroy is in his first 
season with the team and hails 
from Amherst, Mass.

Continued from page 5
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Congratulations to Lt. Gen. Darryl 
Roberson (Left Wing 1994-95) on his 
retirement from active duty. He was 
recently named Senior Vice President of 
Defense Relations at Rolls-Royce North 
America.

Congratulations to Chris “Reggie” 
Hammond (Commander/Leader 2015-16) 
on his promotion to Colonel.

Congratulations to Senior Master Sgts. 
Jamie Beam (current Maintenance 
Superintendent), Shawn M. Bowman 
(Production Superintendent/Quality 
Assurance Superintendent 2013-14), 
Jeffrey M. Fessler (Analysis 2003-06) and 
Patrick D. Mahoney (Crew Chief #4, #8, 
and Quality Assurance 2006-10) on 
their selection for promotion to Chief 
Master Sergeant.

The Thunderbirds announced their mil-
itary and civilian show sites for the 2017 
show season. The Wings Over Pittsburgh 
Air Show was awarded the Military Air 
Show Site of the Year and the National 
Cherry Festival Air Show in Traverse 
City, Mich. was awarded Civilian Air 
Show Site of the Year. The team have been 
presenting this award to the best military 
show site and the best civilian show site 
since 2009.

Congressman Sam Johnson (Solo/Slot 1957-58) announced he will not seek reelection to represent 
his Plano, Texas-based seat in Congress. The former Thunderbird pilot was first elected to Congress 
in 1991. A retired Air Force colonel, he is a decorated fighter pilot in both the Korean and Vietnam War. 
He was a prisoner of war in North Vietnam for nearly seven years. (USAF Photo)

Gen. David L. Goldfein, Air Force Chief of Staff 
(left) applauds as Secretary of the Air Force 
Heather Wilson (right) presents retired Gen. 
Merrill A. “Tony” McPeak with the SECAF 
Distinguished Public Service Award for his 
work on restoring and rescuing the Lafayette 
Escadrille Memorial. As Chair of the American 
Battle Monuments Commission, he oversaw 
the restoration of the Memorial, preserving 
the legacy of the American fighter pilots who 
volunteered to fight with French squadrons in 
WWI (see the story in the 2016 Quarter 2 issue 
of ThunderRolls available for download on the 
Thunderbirds Alumni Association website at 
www.tbaa.org). McPeak was the 14th Air Force 
Chief of Staff and was a Thunderbirds Solo 
Pilot during the 1967 and 1968 demonstration 
seasons. (USAF Photo)

Benchstock

SECAF Recognizes Former Thunderbird for Helping to Preserve the Past

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

Congratulations to the 2018 Thunderbirds 
show line. They include:

Line Chiefs – Tech. Sgts. Todd Hughes 
and Christian Rodriguez-Tanon; 
Thunderbird #1 – Staff Sgts. Joshua Pait 
and Justin Beach; Thunderbird #2 – 
Tech. Sgts. Christopher Chappell and 
Javier Soto; Thunderbird #3 – Staff 
Sgts. Dylan Gagne and Lucas Etter; 
Thunderbird #4 – Staff Sgts. Michael 
Meister and Sean Sturgeon; Thunderbird 
#5 – Staff Sgt. Zach Frye and Tech. 
Sgt. Stephanie Roberts; Thunderbird 
#6 – Staff Sgts. Katie Lamolinara and 
Michael Knapp; Thunderbird #7 – Senior 
Amn. Quinn Tyler and Staff Sgt. Jeremy 
Gerringer; Staff Sgts. Dylan Stefani and 
Bradley Graves; Staff Sgts. Zach Jones 
and Matthew Tindol; Thunderbird #8 – 
Tech Sgts. Ken Cordova and Kyle Smith; 
and Tech Sgts. Cody Fouratt and 
Bryson Schuster.

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
(TBAA) has launched a new fundraising 
effort to recognize two Thunderbirds 
anniversaries in 2018. A new challenge 
coin is available to recognize the USAF 

air demonstration 
squadron’s 65th 
anniversary and 
the 35th anni-
versary of the 
team’s first official 
demonstration in 
the F-16 Fighting 
Falcon. The first 
official demon-
stration was flown 
at Nellis AFB, 
Nev., on April 2, 
1983. This special 
coin is struck 
brass two inches 
in diameter, 3mm 

thick and has roughly 8-10 colors with 
shiny silver metal plating. The cost is $20 
each plus $3 for postage. To purchase go 
to the TBAA website at www.tbaa.org, 
click on “General Sales” under the 
Merchandise tab on the Home page, then 
click on 2018 Challenge Coin. Follow 
directions from there.

TBAA has a dog tag-
shaped bottle opener 
which salutes both the 
current Thunderbirds team 
and Thunderbirds alumni 
who came before them. 
The dog tag bottle opener 
features the Thunderbirds 
patch on one side and 
the Thunderbirds alumni 
patch on the other side. It 
is 1-3/8 inch x 2-1/2 inch 
(35mm x 63mm) and 3 
mm thick. The cost is $15 
each. To purchase go to 
the TBAA website at www.

tbaa.org, click on General Sales under the 
Merchandise tab on the Home page.

TBAA has 3/4-inch 
lapel pins with the 
Association’s logo avail-
able for sale. The cost 
is $10 per pin, which 
includes postage. 

TBAA has “Once a 
Thunderbird, Always 
a Thunderbird” lapel 
pins available for sale. 
The cost is $10 per pin, 
which includes postage.

To purchase the lapel pins, go to the 
TBAA website at www.tbaa.org, then click 
on “General Sales” under the Merchandise 
tab on the Home page.

Alumni have also asked about the challenge 
coin sold by the team. The cost is $12 per 
coin. Individuals interested in purchasing 
one should make checks payable to “The 
Thunderbirds Enlisted Fund” and mail 
them to: USAFADS/CCS, 4445 Tyndall 
Ave., Nellis AFB, Nev. 89191-6079.

Benchstock Download TBAAs App for Quick Access

Those people with either an Android or Apple mobile device (phone, tablet or iPad) might 
want to download and check out TBAA’s new App. The free downloads located in the Google 
Play store and Apple’s App Store bridge a software gap between personal computers and 
mobile devices. With either of these Apps downloaded, the functions individuals can see 
and use on their PC are now available on their mobile smartphone, iPhone, tablet or iPad.

Continued on page 12
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NOTE: There may be some time between an individual’s death and when we print an 
obituary. They are printed after the Thunderbirds Alumni Association receives them. 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family members and friends of these cherished 
members of the Thunderbirds family.

Retired Tech Sgt. Ronald G. O’Lena (Crew Chief #1 and Solo 1959-60) passed 
away Jan. 6, 2017. He is survived by his sister Judy Wilford; three children; four 
step-children; 12 grandchildren; and three great grandchildren.

Retired Senior Master Sgt. Ramiro ‘Marty’ Martinez (Supply 1970-72) passed 
away Jan. 11, 2018. He is survived by sister Sylvia Bird; brother Juan Martinez; 
Judith Resendez; Thelma Gomez; his children Daniel Martinez, Carmen Yearego, 
Diana Vela, Tina Butler and David Martinez; and numerous grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews. A funeral mass was held Jan. 15 at St. Mary Catholic Church in 
Brownwood, Texas. Burial arrangements at Ft. Sam Houston are still pending.

Charles F. McClenney (Crew Chief 1953-54) passed away Aug. 12, 2005. He is 
survived by his wife, Cherie; son, William McClenney; daughters Cheryl Spreyer, 
Michelle Diane Spreyer, Erin Johnson and Jennifer Feaker; nine grandchildren; one 
great-grandchild; and sister Brenda Walker.

Master Sgt. (Ret.) Delores Muller (Public Affairs/Maintenance 
Administration 1978-80) passed away Jan. 4 from cancer. 
Survivors include husband Ralf Muller; daughter Linda Bowen; 
brother Rudolph Bowen; and sister Ethel Williams. A memorial 
service was held Jan. 13.

Retired Senior Master Sgt. Errol J. “Pete” Pederson (Ground Support 1966-68) 
passed away Mar. 25, 2016. Survivors include his sister Shirley Weaver; and brother 
Dale Pederson.

Retired Lt. Col. Tim Roels Sr. (Logistics Officer/Slot Pilot 
1972-74) passed away Sept. 18. Survivors include wife, Barbara; 
daughters Laura Litterer and Jennifer Fackel (Joe); son Tim, 
Jr. (Ann), six grandchildren; and brothers Ted and Phil Roels 
(Joan). Tim will be interred with full military honors at the 
Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery at a later date.

Retired Tech. Sgt. Chalmer E. Walters (Crew Chief #4 1960-64) passed away Nov. 3.

This is the first issue of ThunderRolls to be printed 
in 2018 for members of the Thunderbirds Alumni 
Association. The next issue will be Quarter 2 
(April-June) 2018. Submissions (including high 
resolution photos in jpeg format) may be emailed 
to al.eakle@gmail.com. Submission does not 
guarantee publication and editorial staff may edit 
for style and content. 

TBAA Board of Directors
Chairman 
Mike “Mo” Beale (1990-91)

Vice Chairman 
Paul “Sticky” Strickland (1991-92)

Secretary 
John “Fitz” Fitzgerald (1981-84)

Treasurer 
Kirk Alexander (1988-91)

Director 
DeAnn “D” Denzer (1998-01)

Director 
Jim Dye (1995-99)

Director 
Dylan Hulbert (1996-2000)

Director  
Chuck Lombardo (1971-75)

Director  
Bob Purtiman (1997-2001)

Director 
Mark Thome (1987-91)

Director 
Bill Zink (1992-96)

Administration/Communications Assistant 
Al Eakle

Historian 
Carol Knotts

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association would 
like to thank Lockheed Martin for its continued 
support of ThunderRolls and the TBAA.

Graphic Design and Printing 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
Fort Worth, Texas

LOOK FOR: 
Official TBAA website  
www.thunderbirdsalumni.org

Facebook Page: Thunderbird Alumni  
(TBAA emblem on opening)

Gone But Not Forgotten

Help Needed with Admin Support
Administrative functions for the Thunderbirds Alumni Association changed more than 
two years ago.

The TBAA business office is currently located at 7812 Deerfield Lane, Callaway, Fla. 32404. 
The office phone number is 850-818-0777. Correspondence can be emailed to Al Eakle, 
Administrative/Communications Assistant at al.eakle@gmail.com.

As a reminder, the new dues year for those individuals who pay annually starts January 1. 
Individuals have until March 31 to pay and remain current. The TBAA board voted to end 
the practice of sending out membership cards annually as a cost-saving measure.

Dues can be paid via the TBAA website at www.tbaa.org with a credit card.

Alumni and associates are also asked to help keep our master address roster up-to-date. 
For those who have registered on the TBAA website, whenever a change of address is made 
in a profile, TBAA receives an email noting the change. Another way is simply send an 
email to the TBAA business office with the change.
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7812 Deerfield Lane, Callaway, FL 32404

Email: al.eakle@gmail.com 
Phone: 850-818-0777

Benchstock
Thunderbirds alumni, honoraries, TBAA 
associates and their families will be gath-
ering in the Ft. Walton Beach/Destin area 
for a mini-reunion on September 6-8.

Once again, the Four Points by Sheraton-
Destin/Ft. Walton Beach will host this 
event. Information on the hotel is 
available at their website at www.four-
pointsdestinfortwaltonbeach.com.

Activities planned for the 
get together include:

Thursday, Sept. 6:  Icebreaker at the hotel 
Tiki Bar.

Friday, Sept. 7: Golf at Eglin course, din-
ner is open, karaoke at hotel after dinner.

Saturday, Sept. 8: Deep sea fishing, jet ski 
to Crab island, fish fry and music by 
the band Paradise Bayou after dinner 
at Elks Lodge.

The Thursday night icebreaker will be a 
pay-as-you-go bar. Organizers hope to 

have hors’ de oeuvres at the ice breaker if 
they can raise donations to cover the cost.

Dinner friday night is open. Karaoke 
will be in the hotel bar Dempsey’s after 
dinner. Saturday night dinner will be at 
the Elks Lodge who will offer a fish fry 
at a minimal cost. The evening and event 

will conclude with music and dancing 
by Paradise Bayou playing after dinner. 
Special room rates for traditional court-
yard rooms are $141 plus tax per night for 
1-2 people and beach side rooms are $179 
plus tax for 1-2 people. Reservations can 
be made by calling (866) 716-8133.

Continued from page 10

Thunderbirds alumni were on hand to watch the current team fly at the 2017 Cleveland National Air 
show last Labor Day weekend. Pictured (from right to left) are Pat Nugent, Jim Jannette (Public Affairs 
Officer 1979-82), “Scar” Scarbrough (Narrator/Solo 1977-80), RD Evans (Solo 1979-81) and Ron 
Maness (Left Wing 1978-79). The alumni group also hosted a social for the current team while they 
were in Cleveland. (Courtesy photo)


