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THUNDERROLLS

“Take care as you approach.
        These names are mine!”



Those who attended reunion witnessed this story.

The large metal raptor banked left, his wingtips strained 
against the G-force. Light glistened from his feathers – red, white 
and blue sparks – like fl int striking steel. He focused back from 
where he came and strained toward a book of names. His golden 
talons stretched out and thrust forward to protect those who had 
given him life. His cry reverberated as he said to all who saw, 
“Take care as you approach. These names are mine!”

And so was the precise moment when we ended our fi rst 50 
years and began our next. 

His name is Heritage Thunderbird – These Names Are Mine! 
Today TNAM! fl ies in the VIP room at the squadron. He protects 
a book that holds the name of every person who served on the 
Thunderbirds and is certifi ed by his commander leader as having 
left the Team with honors. For the fi rst time, the names of those 
who polished airplanes and hangar fl oors, who turned wrenches 
and answered correspondence, who generated sorties and 
press releases, who took off and took photographs . . . 
for the fi rst time, all our names are in the VIP room, 
and they are part of a world-class work of art.
My wife, Feona, and I commissioned TNAM! 
last April because of our concern that the names 
of the Boyz are being dropped from the Team’s 
VIP book. We worried that an errant keystroke 
or computer glitch would delete somebody’s 
name forever. We looked for a way to make the 
Thunderbird alumni roll permanent and part of 
an artistic treasure.

Along came Rick Prazen and his wife, Ann 
(www.prazen.com). Rick is a Thunderfan and 
sculpts the most beautiful
and dramatic raptor sculptures
we have ever seen. He is
the sculptor of the gyrfalcon
that rests in Doolittle Hall at the 
Academy. Rick offered to sculpt 
a Thunderbird. He and Ann would 
absorb most of the cost and asked that 
we offset his fi xed costs, such as employee 
time. Our Thunderbird’s worth would be 
near $40,000. Rick and Ann asked only 
for $10,000. 

There was no time to seek TBAA 
approval, so Feona and I commissioned the work 
betting that once presented to our membership 
you guys would embrace our dream and turn 
this from a personal project into a goal of the 
Thunderbird family. I made my appeal to many 
of you during the reunion membership meeting 
and your response was overwhelming. Not only 
have we built an amazing monument to our 

Our Names 
Will Not Die

years in the RWB, but our effort is also fi nancially successful. 
When I asked for your pledge at the business meeting, I did so 
with $6,000 in commitments. In the meeting, you guys promised 
an additional $22,000. Of those who pledged, many have given 
more – over $5,000 more! 
 TNAM! now fl ies in the squadron’s VIP room just to the right 
of the Waki brothers’ mural. He is illuminated by three spotlights. 
I don’t know how to describe the effect as one walks through the 
VIP room’s door, but our Thunderbird absolutely grabs you with a 
combination of elegance, brilliance and aggressive determination 
to protect our names. As Rick and I put it in place the day after 
reunion, guys rotated in from the hangar by twos and threes to 
see it. Their response to it was universal. They all stopped at a 
respectful distance and then approached slowly. After a minute or 
two, they would touch TNAM! as though to understand the magic 
of how the red, white and blue sheen glinted through his natural 
color. They leafed through the pages which include the names of 
the active Team. As each touched his name, you could almost feel 
a tangible connection to our names on the alumni roll. It was an 
amazing and emotional experience watching them treat the corner 
of the room as a hallowed place.
 TNAM! is owned by the Heritage Thunderbird Foundation, 
the trustees of which are Dick and Dee Pfeiffer and Feona and 
me. It is a 501c3 corporation that allows contributions to be tax-

deductible. We are in the process of setting our 
2-year budget to meet IRS requirements 

and then to further organize with the 
view to offer the Foundation 
to the TBAA. We are now 
working on hard rules 

with legal defi nitions on 
TNAM!’s purpose in order 

to keep his meaning clear and 
not subject to whimsical interpretation. 

  The pages in the podium’s binder will 
contain a narrative of its meaning and history, 

a description of how Rick sculpted it, the alumni 
roll, the active Team roll, the roll of individual 

Fitzgerald Trophy winners and the names of those 
who contributed to its creation listed in order of 
the magnitude of their gift. Those contributors will be listed 
as “Heritage Thunderbird Falconers.” When the TBAA 

takes ownership of Heritage Thunderbird Foundation this 
year, the list of Falconers will close to additional names forever.

  Some say that the last combat pilot may have already 
been born; that the future of pilotless airplanes is nigh; that 

the day of the Thunderbird is numbered. If true, we have a 
collector piece of which the Smithsonian will say, 

“We want that.” 
  Whether the future arrives with pilots 
or not, Heritage Thunderbird will fl y 

above our names, his talons outstretched as 
he says to all, “Take care as you approach. 

        These names are mine!”
     If you want to be a part of the creation 

of HTB–TNAM! and be recognized as a 
Heritage Thunderbird Falconer, follow 

the directions on the enclosed 
fl yer to make your gift. 

– Bob
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Dear Thunderbirds, Alumni and Friends, 

 As former chairman of the board, TBAA, I want to offer 
my sincere thanks to all for making my 3-year chairmanship a 
success. The board members you gave me were professionals 
who came together as a team and stayed focused on the important 
work of the association. We did some remarkable things, the fi rst 
of which was to understand that our association is a business. 
We then refi ned our books, put our balance sheet in the black, 
rebuilt the Lifetime Membership corpus, rebuilt and refocused 
our newsletter, rewrote our bylaws, approved the creation of 
the Heritage Thunderbird Foundation, produced We Rode the 

Thunder – The Autobiography of the United States Air Force 

Thunderbirds and then capped it all off with a reunion that 
many called spectacular. 
 One thousand three hundred people attended reunion. Venues were widely dispersed over 
the week from golf in the south end of the valley to Nellis and the Strip. The active Team hosted 
us in the hangar for the fi rst time. It all ended as usual with our awards dinner . . . and what an 
evening it was. The Oscars have nothing on us for planning, grandeur and execution. General 
John Jumper, Air Force Chief of Staff, was in attendance. The First Team took the stage and 
blew us away with Smokey Catledge’s account of our founding. We presented the Thunderbird 
Lifetime Allegiance Award, the only award presented by Thunderbird alumni. We marked the 
last moment of our fi rst 50 years and the fi rst of our next 50 by unveiling a spectacular sculpture, 
Heritage Thunderbird – These Names are Mine! Those of you who attended reunion report a 
“glow” that lasted for weeks. Our Tribute Book was at each place setting. It lists those who made 
the week a success, and I invite you to once again review their names. Special thanks are due 
Jerry Jones, reunion committee chairman, and Jim Jannette, who headed the team responsible 
for our awards dinner.
 In any group endeavor, an achiever stands out. From an idea, they envision an accomplishment. 
They inspire others with their devotion and selfl ess demands. They become both the wind and 
rudder of a great quest. Remove them and momentum stops, the goal vanishes, the idea dies. 
Such was the case with We Rode the Thunder . . . and Dee Pfeiffer. Many of us contributed to 
our book’s publication. Dee sacrifi ced. She nearly closed her successful business and spent more 
than 4 years organizing hundreds of thousands of words of text and thousands of photos sent 
by hundreds of people to give us what experts call the most unique military history book ever 
published. As I refl ect on the past 3 years, I realize that if there is a single person during this time 
to whom we all may look for what embodies the best in us, it’s Dee.
 I am not only pleased with the results of these years, I am overwhelmed. Our family is sound. 
Our future is bright. It is my pleasure to pass our organization to Dan Cherry who understands 
the most original of Thunderbird traditions: set the bar higher.
 It was a great fl ight.

  Cheers,
  Lloyd “Fig” Newton 
  Narrator, Slot and Right Wing 75-78 



“Allegiance” means . . . devotion or loyalty to a person, group or cause. It evokes values of dedication and faithfulness.
Tonight, on our most celebrated evening, Thunderbird alumni are presenting an award and bestowing a title for the fi rst time 

in our history. The name of this honor is the Thunderbird Lifetime Allegiance Award, and it will recognize those rare individuals 
who – while never serving on the Team – have given a lifetime of unselfi sh support to the Team’s mission AND the goals of the 
alumni association. 

The person chosen for this honor will forever hold the title “Thunderbird Allegiant.”
While one must live the Thunderbird experience to understand our 

emotion, we cannot fully grasp the love for our Team that exists in someone 
who watched us, talked with us, fl ew with us and loved us enough to 
catalogue everything we have done for nearly our entire existence.

Our fi rst Allegiant has – over 48 years – purchased hundreds of airline 
tickets, written millions of words, stored thousands of photographs, worn 
out several cars, and dropped everything else in her life to rush to our side 
when we suffered loss. She lives in a house that is more a Thunderbird 
library than a dwelling. In all this time, her only reward has been a thank-
you from time to time, and all she has ever asked of us is just another shred 
of our accomplishments that she catalogues and then preserves, not for 
herself, but for us.

We doubt that it has ever occurred to this very special person that it is she 
who sets the example of unqualifi ed dedication . . . that it is she who inspires us.

On this special occasion, our golden anniversary, Thunderbirds past and 
present now assemble to recognize the fi rst recipient of the Thunderbird 
Lifetime Allegiance Award: our friend, Ms. Carol Knotts.

. . . Thunderbird Lifetime 
Allegiance Award
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The Thunderbird Delta flying over 
the desert near Las Vegas, Nevada

The following is the narration that accompanied the presentation of the . . .

Fig Newton, Carol Knotts and Smokey Catledge.



A Legacy of Excellence
America’s Ambassadors in Blue
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 We selected new leadership after the presentation of a 
sterling financial report and a modest debate that resulted 
in the approval of new bylaws at our reunion business 
meeting. The new officers are Dan Cherry (C/L 77-78), 
Chairman; Jim Latham (RW 79-80, C/L 82-83), Vice 
Chairman; Mike Jarnegan (FSgt 92-95), Secretary; and 
Dick Pfeiffer (CC#1 75-76), Treasurer.
 The new directors are Chris Allen (Photo 88-91), Joe 
Bulmer (RW 87-88), Matt Byrd (RW 93-94), Jim Jannette 
(PAO 79-82), Deborah Lyons (NCOIC 87-90, QA 92-96), 
Gil Mook (LW 74-75) and Bob Phillips (CC#4 54-55).
 Boss Cherry said, “I am very flattered and humbled by the 
confidence shown in me by the membership in electing me 
Chairman of the TBAA. It is a daunting responsibility, but with 
the help of this outstanding board and the advice and counsel 
of the TBAA membership, we can and will take the TBAA to 
the next level. I pledge to you that during the next 2 years, the 
TBAA will be run with integrity and a total commitment to 
being responsive to our membership, making our association 
better and doing all we can to perpetuate and institutionalize the 
principles of excellence we all hold so dear. My sincere thanks 
to Fig Newton and his board for their magnificent leadership. 
We will never forget the Golden Celebration.”

“Power up. 
Back pressu-u-u-u-u-re.”

Also With Us



Thunder Rolls is published by the USAF Thunderbirds Alumni 

Association, Dan Cherry (C/L 77-78) Brigadier General 

USAF (Ret), Chairman; Doe Wilson, Administrative Secretary. 

TBAA, 7661 Angel Crest Circle, Las Vegas, NV 89117; Phone 

(702) 871-7197; Fax (702) 871-9043; E-mail DoeWilson@aol.com; 

www.tbaa.org.

 

Editorial Staff 

     Bob Gore (IO 74-76)

     Jim Jannette (PAO 78-82) 

     Dee Pfeiffer (Material Control 76-77)

     Charles Ramey (NCOIC Media Relations 94-98)

History Staff

     Carol Knotts, TBAA Historian

Graphic Design

      Diana Mask, Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company – 

   Fort Worth, Texas

Printing

     Sprint Press – Fort Worth, Texas

Address all publication inquiries and submissions to:

Thunder Rolls, 9 Emerald Lake Drive, Panama City, FL 32407. 

Phone (850) 234-4969; Cell (850) 624-8469; 

E-mail orca8489@aol.com.
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It is customary for a departing editor-in-chief to write 
something, so here goes: I love this job, and what I love most 
is the chance to meet and work with Thunderbirds I admired 
from a distance but had never met. I am honored beyond 
words that my friends now include Smokey Catledge,

Paul Kauttu, Jack Dickey, Bill
Hosmer and others. I am emotional 
to my core about Dick and 
Dee Pfeiffer’s devotion to our 
family. I miss Joe Moore. I miss 
Bill Creech. 

One day in the future I will 
open my mailbox to fi nd a 
Thunder Rolls on which I have 
not worked. At that moment I 
will once again be just one of the 
guys – the greatest honor of all. 

Paul Kauttu, Jack Dickey, Bill
Hosmer and others. I am emotional 
to my core about Dick and 
Dee Pfeiffer’s devotion to our 
family. I miss Joe Moore. I miss 
Bill Creech. 

open my mailbox to fi nd a 
Thunder Rolls
not
will once again be just one of the 
guys – the greatest honor of all. 

Blue Out

The excitement of the Golden Anniversary still resonates, 
and we have found a way to keep it alive forever with a DVD 
that captures the exhilaration and emotion of the Saturday 
night banquet – an evening that many call “spectacular!” 
To order the DVD, send your check for $20 to Doe Wilson, 
c/o Thunderbirds Alumni Association, 7661 Angel Crest 
Circle, Las Vegas, NV 89117-3220.

DVD Notice

Replacement “Once a Thunderbird, Always a Thunderbird” 
pins are available to TBAA members. Just write to Doe 
Wilson at TBAA, 7661 Angel Crest Circle, Las Vegas, NV 
89117-3220. Include $5.00 for handling and mailing and 
your new pin will be sent right away. It is important for all of 
us to demonstrate pride in our heritage by wearing our pins 
at every opportunity.

Thunderbird Pins

Many alumni and reunion attendees have called the TBAA 
offi ce wanting contact information for the vendors who were 
at our 50th reunion . . . so here they are. We encourage you 
to support these fi ne merchants when you are in need of 
Thunderbird items.

Flightline America – Michael Cooney
(970) 254-0377
cooneyart@aol.com/www.fl ightlineamerica.com
Full assortment of his designer collection of Team-related 
products.

M.T. Publishing – Mark Thompson
(888) 263-4702
mtpub@evansville.com/www.mtpublishing.com
Second printing of  We Rode the Thunder is now available.

Pacifi c Aircraft – Dave Gollem
(480) 220-8901
chiefw4160@aol.com/www.warplanes.com
Complete inventory of all RWB Thunderbird aircraft plus 
many other aircraft types.

Thunderbirds 50 – Dennis Hall
(916) 747-7544
precision@Thunderbirds50.com/www.Thunderbirds50.com
Thunderbirds 50th Anniversary commemorative print 
comprised of a digital montage of 11 watercolor paintings 
by David Lobenberg available as giclee print, lithograph, 
poster or miniprint.

Top Gun Graphics – Scott Byrd
(325) 656-9076
tgg@wcc.net
Our offi cial and exclusive 50th anniversary crystal/glass 
provider has a wide assortment of crystal and glass items 
including glasses, mugs, paper weights and items with 
etched 50th anniversary/reunion logos available.

Golden Anniversary 
Reunion Vendors
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