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What began as a collection of 
scrapbooks detailing the early exploits 
of the Thunderbirds is now a full-
fledged museum, with memorabilia, 
photos and video displays. The 
ribbon cutting officially reopening 
the renovated Thunderbirds museum 
was held February 17. Helping with 
the honors were (from left to right) 
retired Col. Joe LaMarca (Public Affairs 
Officer 1990-92) Vice President for 
Communications, Lockheed Martin Fort 
Worth, TX; retired Maj. Gen. Neil Eddins 
(Slot 1959-61 and Commander/Leader 
1967-68); Col. Jason T. Hines, 57th 
Fighter Wing vice commander; Lt. Col. 
Jason Heard, Commander/Leader; Maj. 
Gen. Glen D. VanHerck, Commander, 
USAF Warfare Center; and Chief Master 
Sgt. Shawn L. Drinkard, 57th FW 
Command Chief Master Sgt. For more 
on the reopening of the museum see 
the story and photos on pages 6 and 7.

(Photo by Tech. Sgt. Christopher Boitz)

Plans Firming Up for Thunderbirds Reunion Nov. 9-11
With less than six months to go, plans 
are firming up as Thunderbirds alumni 
and current team members will gather 
Nov. 9-11 to celebrate the Air Force 
Air Demonstration Squadron’s 
64th anniversary.

Many have asked why the change in 
hotels and it centers around watching 
the current team fly a demonstration.

“Getting airspace over Nellis is not 
as easy as it once was because of 
McCarren International Airport,” 
said Jeff Remington, chairman of the 
Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
Board of Directors. “After consulting 
with the then-commander/leader, the 
decision was made to hold the reunion 
the same weekend as Aviation Nation, 
Nellis’ annual open house.”

Unfortunately, the South Point was 
already booked so the board chose the 
Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino to 
hold this year’s reunion.

“We are planning a fun-filled couple of 
days for alumni to meet old teammates, 
friends and current team members and 
at the same time keep costs down,” 
said Remington.

To kick things off, a Las Vegas-area 
group of alumni have moved their 
monthly luncheon to Wednesday, 
Nov. 8 and invite all present and 
former Thunderbirds to meet for lunch 
at Boulder Station. The meeting starts at 
11:30 a.m. For more details, email 
Jerry Jones (Ground Radio 
Communications Technician 1965-69) 
at tbird13@cox.net.

The reunion registration desk will open 
at noon Wednesday afternoon at the 
Golden Nugget. That evening the 
hospitality suite will open and remain 
open each night through Saturday, 
Nov. 11. Information on the location 
and opening time of the hospitality suite 
will be available at the registration desk.

Activities will begin Thursday with golf 
at the Highland Falls Golf Course in 
Summerlin. Golf will begin at 9 a.m. 
with a shotgun start. The cost is $85 
per person. The registration desk will 
reopen at the Golden Nugget from 
noon-6 p.m.

Continued on page 3



Elections 
and reunion 
continue to 
be the main 
focus of the 
TBAA Board 
of Directors 
as we near the 
midway point 
of 2017. 

We have nine alumni certified as quali-
fied and running for five positions on the 
Board. Thank you all for stepping forward 
and being willing to serve the Association. 
Information on the candidates is avail-
able on Pages 4 and 5 of this issue of 
ThunderRolls.

A ballot is located on Page 5.

Alumni can vote one of two ways: email 
five choices to tbaa2017vote@gmail.com 
and be sure to include your name in the 
text; or mail the ballot with your choices 
to TBAA Elections, c/o Frank Howe, 
19621 E. Belleview Place, Centennial, CO 
80015. Ballots must be received by July 
31. Only alumni who are current in their 
dues may vote.

Plans are being finalized for Reunion 2017 
at the Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino. 

We are working to put together a fun-filled 
From the Chairman couple of days remi-
niscing with friends, meeting the current 
team while keeping prices minimal.

The Highland Falls Golf Course in 
Summerlin will host the golf outing 
Thursday (Nov. 9) morning. The Perch 
Party will be Thursday night at the Golden 
Nugget, which will leave Friday night open 
for mini-reunions or to just get together 
with friends. 

We’ll visit the Thunderbirds hangar Friday 
and watch the team practice for Nellis’ 
Aviation Nation open house Saturday and 
Sunday.

The TBAA business meeting will be 
Saturday morning.

Details for the banquet are still being 
worked out. The board listened to feedback 
from alumni. We will have entertainment 
at the banquet and no guest speaker. We 
have been in coordination with Boss Jason 
“Shifty” Heard and he says they plan to 
participate in the banquet to the extent 
possible given they have an air show to fly 
the next day.

The team has decided to schedule the Fitz 
banquet the following week where they will 

present the trophy as well as annual awards 
when the majority of the team can attend. 

Invitations and registrations will start six 
weeks earlier this year. We will mail out 
invitations around June 1. We’ll begin 
accepting registrations around June 15. 
Once again you can either register or pay  
online with a credit card; or mail in a regis-
tration form along with a check.

We continue to welcome a number of 
new annual and lifetime members. Your 
help is needed to recruit our teammates 
and convince them that the $30 annual 
fee or $300 lifetime membership is worth 
the money. The idea of continuing our 
belief that “Once a Thunderbird, Always a 
Thunderbird” is something to be proud of. 
In addition, we do have a lot of fun getting 
together as members of certain year teams, 
or collectively, at reunion.

Jeff Remington 
Solo (1988–89) 
Chairman (2014–2017)

From the Chairman

From the Boss
Fellow Thunderbirds,

It’s been a 
busy first 
quarter 
with the 
Super Bowl, 
Daytona 
500, 
COMACC 
Cert, a visit 
with the 
Patrouille de 
France and 
Blue Angels, 
and the start 

of our show season. We’ve really enjoyed 
getting to know some of you on the road, 
thank you for your support 
and attendance! 

Let me begin by complementing 
Thunderbird maintenance for an amazing 

job in the face of limited aircraft availabil-
ity. Bulkhead inspections, SLEP, and paint 
decreased our average aircraft possessed 
to only eight aircraft. Last month our 
aircraft utilization rate was over 30 sorties 
per month! This is unprecedented, and 
still we didn’t miss a single airshow line 
due to maintenance.

We kicked off this year with a Super Bowl 
LI flyby in Houston, Texas. Thanks to 
Thunderbird 7 our timing was perfect, 
but I admit to being disappointed that the 
roof was closed. Still, 111M people saw 
their United States Air Force on TV for 
a very brief time and our PA Team was 
able to conduct valuable media outreach 
on behalf of the United States Air Force. 
The Daytona 500 flyby, on the other hand, 
was a stirring success. We convinced 
NASCAR to allow us to perform a mod-
ified Delta Burst, and it went perfectly. 

The Thunderbirds were in pit row as Kurt 
Busch claimed his victory.

Maj Gen Eddins helped us open the 
renovated museum with a very inspiring 
speech. Thanks to all of the alumni in 
attendance, it was a great event. We have 
plans to further improve the museum, 
including making all Team photos accessi-
ble via touch screen. We’re also constantly 
changing the displays, so if there is some-
thing you’d like to see showcased in the 
museum displays, please let us know.

We hosted the Patrouille de France here 
at Nellis for a safety exchange. It was their 
first visit to the United States in 31 years. 
They are truly world class, putting on an 
amazing demo with their Alpha Jets. It 
was excellent to exchange best practices 
with our close allies.

Continued on page 12
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The Perch Party will be held from 6-8 
p.m. at the Golden Nugget Hotel and 
Casino. Menu includes Steamship Round 
of Beef, Roast Turkey and Sugar-cured 
Ham, Potato Salad, Coleslaw, Chips 
and Dips and a no-host bar. The cost 
is $45 per person. Alumni will visit the 
Thunderbirds hangar and watch the 
current team practice Friday for the 
Aviation Nation open house Nov. 11-12. 
Bus transportation will be available for 
$25 per person. The TBAA business 
meeting will be at the Golden Nugget 
starting at 9 a.m. The banquet will begin 
with cocktails from 5-6 p.m. Dinner will 
begin at 6 p.m. Buffet menu includes a 
Field Green Salad featuring Spring Mix 
Lettuces with Lollo Rosso, Baby Arugula, 

Frisee, Belgian Endive, Red Oak Leaf 
Lettuce and Baby Herbs, White Balsamic 
Vinaigrette; Vine-Ripened Tomato 
Salad with fresh Basil, Red Onion, Red 
Wine Vinegar and Extra Virgin Olive 
Oil; Roasted Vegetable Salad tossed 
in Balsamic Vinaigrette; Pacific Red 
Snapper with Herb Basmati Rice and 
Brown Butter Pecan Sauce; Boneless 
Chicken Breast Florentine stuffed with 
Spinach, Feta Cheese and Sun-dried 
Tomatoes; Beef Tenderloin Tips with 
Burgundy Wine Sauce, Pearl Onions 
and Mushrooms and desserts featur-
ing Seasonal Fruit Tarts, Crème Brulee, 
Cheese Cake with Berries and Chocolate 
Mousse Cups.

Dan Clark will be the guest speaker. He 
is a professional motivational speaker, 
author and chief executive officer of 
Clark Success Systems. The cost is $90 
per person. Entertainment will feature 
“Five Way Street Band.” Information 
about the band is available at www.five-
waystreet.com.

TBAA will be mailing reunion invita-
tions around June 1 and start accept-
ing registrations online beginning June 
15. Once again, attendees will have the 
opportunity to register for the reunion 
online (with a credit card payment) 
through the TBAA website (www.tbaa.
org) or by mail (with a paper check).

Golf & Perch Party Kick Off Reunion Activities Thursday

Highland Falls Golf Course Hosts Reunion Golf Outing
Highland Falls Golf Course in Summerlin 
will host the Thunderbirds Alumni 
Association reunion golf outing with a 
shotgun start Thursday morning Nov. 9.

The par-72, 6,512-yard course was designed 
by Billy Casper and Greg Nash and offers 
views of the Las Vegas valley. The front 
nine features rolling hills, which get steeper 
on the back nine.

The four par-5s all play more than 520 yards.

Two of the par-4s, the fourth and sixth 

Highland Falls Golf Course Hosts Reunion 
Golf Outing holes, play 432 and 421 yards 
respectively. The other eight all play less 
than 390 yards, but with elevation changes, 
strategic fairway bunkering and wellbun-
kered greens.

Three of the four par-3s play less than 170 
yards, while the 14th hole plays 206 yards.

The driving range provides unlimited range 
balls with complimentary tees.

Callaway rental clubs will also be available.

“The Peoria scoring system will be used,” 
said organizer Mark Thome, “which is a 
combination of skill and luck. It is a format 
whereby no team can ‘stack the deck’ and 
win on skill alone.”

The course is located about a 20-minute 
drive from the Golden Nugget. The course 
does have a dress code. Appropriate dress 
includes crew neck, collared or turtleneck 
shirts; slacks, dress denim or mid-length 
shorts; soft spike or tennis shoes; and 
sleeveless blouse (for women).

Continued from page 1

Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino
Carson Tower King Room Rates
Sunday through Thursday nights–$59. Room tax and resort fee is additional. Friday and Saturday nights–$119.

Gold Tower King Room Rates
Sunday through Thursday nights–$89. Room tax and resort fee is additional. Friday and Saturday nights–$149. Room tax and 
resort fee is additional.

Resort Fee
$11.20 per day. Includes access for two to the Fitness Center daily (does not include the wet areas), in-room daily Internet access 
for two devices daily; two bottled waters daily (waters will be located in the guest rooms); complimentary parking, airline board-
ing pass printing via the Front Desk or Box Office 24/7 and newspapers in respective tower lobby from 6-10 a.m.

Room Reservations
Online: https://bookgnlv.goldennugget.com/cgi-bin/lansaweb?PROCFUN+RES-NET+RES+funcparms+UP(A2560):;ZG-SUS
AFT;1;1;;010;?/
Phone: 1-800-331-5731

Airport Shuttle
$18 per person round trip. 1-888-554-1156
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Lisa McLain was a member of 
the Communications Flight from 
1994-96. She is currently a Rating 
Veterans Service Representative at 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
in Atlanta, GA. “Since its inception in 
1953, there have only been just over 
2,000 airmen who have worn the patch 
out of the hundreds of thousands who 
have said their oath,” said McLain. “My 
vision for the Thunderbird Alumni 

Association is to continue to bridge the gap between past, pres-
ent and future Alumni.  While traditions may not be the same 
today as they were when ‘I was on the team’, the U.S. Air Force 
is not the same either.  We must continue to support the cur-
rent team no matter what we may or may not agree with, they 
are the TBAA future.”

Paul Strickland was the Slot Pilot from 
1991-92. Sticky Strickland is an air-
line pilot and for the last eleven years 
has flown with the civilian Patriots Jet 
aerobatic L-39 team. “I recall a particu-
lar moment at the El Paso air show. As 
we stood proudly at attention in front 
of the Thunderbird jets and the Crew 
Chiefs staunchly lined up, we all noticed 
about four rows back in the crowd was a 
man jumping up and down cheering the 

Team on during the introductions. We could actually here him 
whooping and hollering in excitement. We quickly figured out 

that man was General “Fig” Newton, the current Holloman Air 
Division Commander and former Thunderbird. If General “Fig” 
could show that much zeal for his team back then, it’s time for 
me to step up to the plate and contribute with the same enthusi-
asm. Thanks for giving me a chance to serve the TBAA and the 
current team.”

Bill Zink was the NCOIC of Aerospace 
Ground Equipment from 1992-96. He 
is currently the Assistant Director of 
the Physical Plant at Laramie County 
Community College in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. “The Thunderbird Alumni 
Association mission is to bridge the gap 
between the past teams and the current 
team. Building strong relationships with 
the current team only makes the Alumni 
Association more successful. I firmly 

believe in preserving our heritage and continuing to build the 
comradery by building enjoyable memories and keeping our tradi-
tions alive. For example, when the team visits Cheyenne Frontier 
Days every year I strive to give them the same great experience I 
had while on the team. I would like to continue enhancing these 
bonds by serving on the TBAA Board of Directors. I would be 
honored to serve the TBAA.”

Email five choices to: 
   tbaa2017vote@gmail.com
   Just and be sure to include 
   your name in the text.
OR
Mail this ballot to:
   TBAA Elections, c/o Frank Howe
   19621 E. Belleview Place
   Centennial, CO  80015

MEET THE CANDIDATES – Nine People Vie for Five positions 
on the TBAA Board of Directors

Kirk Alexander was Assistance Crew 
Chief #8 and Crew Chief #7 from 
1988-91. “I enjoyed four show seasons 
on the team. 1988-1991, I was engines 
on night shift, quality assurance, ACC 
#8, CC #7. I am currently a finance 
manager for Findlay Toyota here in Las 
Vegas, NV. The Thunderbird Alumni 
Association is a bond that all of us 
have–it can never be taken away or 
taken lightly. There are over 60 yrs of 

professionals that have passed through those hanger doors. My 
passion is to keep the “ team a team” from past, present and 
future. Being associated with the Thunderbirds was four of the 
best years of my life, let alone military career. I owe it to the 
team to keep that spirit alive. I would be honored to be a part 
of YOUR Thunderbird Alumni Association.”

Rick Deason was the NCOIC, 
Operations Administration from 
1985-87. “The past couple of years I’ve 
reconnected with some old friends 
from my Thunderbird experience. I 
will say that not every minute of my 
time on the team was the best, how-
ever, you won’t find a more driven and 
dedicated bunch of people than those 
chosen to serve. There were fun times, 
but we also worked hard and did what 

it took to get the job done. Over the past year I’ve seen a lot 
of sentiment towards current team and loss of traditions that 
many feel very strongly about. I believe that is a huge gap and 
one that needs to be bridged. I’ve seen this same thing happen 
in our local motorcycle club of which I served as President for 
five years. I believe this provides me a unique perspective and 
hopefully helps pull us all back together. Although I’m not a 
financial or Quickbooks whiz, I did have a cabinet refinishing 
business a few years back and used this program.”

DeAnn “D” Denzer was NCOIC, CSS 
from 1998-2001. Executive Assistant at 
Ingersoll Rand, Davidson, NC. “I made 
a promise to myself that when I was 
at a place in my life where giving back 
to my military family could be a top 
priority, I would be there in whatever 
way needed. There is a current team 
schedule hanging in my area at work…
almost every week someone stops by 

to see where the team is at and if they could squeeze it into 
their trip. I love engaging and encouraging people to go and 
see a show. My goal is to share that pride and sense of ser-
vice EVERY time, whether it’s being a veteran mentor where I 
work, working with No Barriers USA or striving to make our 
Thunderbird Alumni a strong and viable network of members 
for the past, present and future.”

David Dukette was swing shift and 
Support NCOIC. “I am a Technical 
Sergeant currently stationed at Shaw 
AFB 20 AMXS 55 AMU APG Training 
NCOIC. I was on the team in 2012-
2015. I think could help fill the team 
gap from past members to current 
members seeing that I haven’t been 
gone that long. I really loved my time 
on the team and I am proud to be a 
TBAA member.”

John Fitzgerald was the Air Show 
Coordinator from 1981-84. “As those 
of us that have worn “The Patch” can 
relate, I have tremendous pride in our 
heritage, our history and our legacy. 
I want to protect and preserve these 
important attributes and believe I 
have the background and experience 
to bridge the wide gap between our 
past and present teams. Having served 
27 years of active duty and currently 

entering my 15th year of teaching high school AFJROTC, I am 
in a unique position of wearing Air Force Blues for 42 years 
and going, and can relate to the past and current Air Force 
generations. My interest and my vision for being on this board 
is to help Alumni understand the current challenges of active 
duty teams, while in turn, helping the active teams appreci-
ate the sacrifices made by past Alumni that affords them the 
opportunity to continue our proud legacy.”

Dylan Hulburt was an Avionics 
Technician and Assistant Crew Chief #7 
and #8 from 1996-2000. He is currently 
a Technology Director for Nordstrom 
at their headquarters in Seattle, WA. “I 
brought my young daughter with me 
as my +1 for the 2015 reunion week-
end and was excited by her reaction to 
the show, and even more excited when 
she asked me ‘You actually got to do 
this?’ It takes a lot to get her attention 

these days, and it reminded me the powerful impact of the 
Thunderbird mission, and how it has and continues to inspire 
millions of people around the world. We are all a part of this 
legacy, and I would be honored for the opportunity to be a part 
of the TBAA commitment to promote the comradeship (and 
grow membership) of former and current members. And so, 
it’s a privilege to be considered for a position on the board of 
directors of our alumni organization.”

Kirk Alexander Rick Deason DeAnn Denzer

John Fitzgerald

David Dukette

Lisa McLainDylan Hulburt Bill ZinkPaul Strickland

Ballots must be received by July 31 to count.Check Five
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By Keith Rogers
Las Vegas Review-Journal

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
Reprinted by permission

What began as a collection of scrapbooks 
detailing the early exploits of the Air 
Force’s daring Thunderbirds is now a full-
fledged museum with memorabilia, photos 
and video displays packed into a hall of the 
team’s hangar at Nellis Air Force Base.

The freshly renovated museum traces the 
Thunderbirds’ history from the team’s 
inception in 1953–when Maj. Dick 
“Smokey” Catledge led the red-white-and 
blue F-84G straight-wing “Thunderjets” at 
Luke Air Force Base, Arizona–through the 
years of the F-105 “Thunderchief ” of the 
1960s to today’s F-16 “Fighting Falcons,” 
led and commanded by Lt. Col. Jason 
“Shifty” Heard.

“The Thunderbirds history defines our 
standards and our culture,” he said Friday 
(Feb. 17) after the dedication of the new 
facility. “The pride and professionalism of 
the Thunderbirds is evident in artifacts that 
are contained within.”

The museum is usually open only to those 
with access to Nellis or members of the 
public accompanied by military card 
holders, but anyone can visit during the 

Aviation Nation air shows and open houses 
at the base.

The team moved from Luke to Nellis in 
1956 and set up a trophy room in 1987. A 
renovation of the hangar in 1996 turned it 
into a more informative display.

Retired Maj. Gen. Neil Eddins of Las Vegas, 
who flew for the Slot for Thunderbirds from 
1959-61 and was the team’s commander/
leader during 1967-68, called the newly ren-
ovated museum “a beautiful piece of work.”

“When I first started we had about four 
scrapbooks. That was it. And I even see the 
scrapbooks displayed in there,” Eddins, 85, 
told an audience of 200 gathered inside the 
team’s hangar.

It’s nostalgic,” he said. “They have got the 
thing designed with the paint scheme 
throughout. And the new technology 
allows you to pull up the photos.”

Thunderbirds Museum Open For Business
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Retired Maj. Gen. Neil Eddins of Las Vegas, 
who flew the Slot for Thunderbirds from 
1959-61 and was the team’s commander/
leader during 1967-68, called the newly 
renovated museum “a beautiful piece 
of work.” “When I first started we had 
about four scrapbooks. That was it. And 
I even see the scrapbooks displayed in 
there,” Eddins, 85, told an audience of 
200 gathered inside the team’s hangar. 
“It’s nostalgic,” he said. “They have got 
the thing designed with the paint scheme 
throughout. And the new technology 
allows you to pull up the photos.”
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Two former Thunderbirds reunited for one last flight together on April 20. Retired Lt. Col. Dale Cooke (Slot/Solo 1979-82) had an oppor-
tunity to fly in T-38 aircraft #177, which was formerly assigned to the air demonstration squadron. They were joined out over the Gulf of 
Mexico by current Thunderbirds Slot Pilot Maj. Nick Krajicek. Aircraft #177 now fulfills a vital role as a venerable aggressor for new F-22 
Raptor student pilots.  (Photo by Tech. Sgt. Christopher Boitz)

Thunderbirds Reunite For One Last Flight
By Tech. Sgt. Javier Cruz, 
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

TYNDALL AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. 
(AFNS) — The last time they met he was 
a young man, focused and lean, part of a 
precision team. After three decades they 
were once again reunited. Though he saw 
his former teammate as if it were yesterday, 
this time it was gloss black with livery of 
the 2nd Fighter Training Squadron.

Retired Lt. Col. Dale Cooke (Slot/Solo 
1979) walked into the 2nd FTS to prepare 

for something that would go down in 
the history books. He would fly with the 
original Slot Machine (now known as 
Aircraft #177), the last operational unmod-
ified T-38A Talon Cooke flew with the 
Thunderbirds. \

“This was something I never expected to 
do again in my life,” said the 70-year-old 
Cooke. “Col. ‘Dirty’ McCurdy (the 2nd 
FTS commander) contacted me and said 
there was some interest in getting me to 
fly,” Cooke said.

The name Slot Machine originally came 
from the Thunderbirds; 35 years later the 
name is still used for the slot position on 
the team. Cooke and Slot Machine logged 
over 800 flight hours during their tenure 
with the Thunderbirds at over 200 perfor-
mances nationwide.

Surrounded by current Thunderbird pilots, 
Cooke once again resembled the focused 
and lean version of himself during his time 
with the Thunderbirds.

Cooke was joined by the current 
Thunderbirds Slot Pilot Maj. Nick Krajicek 
and Operations Officer Lt. Col. Kevin 
Walsh in F-16 Fighting Falcons over the 
Gulf of Mexico. Walsh flew the two-seater 
with a photographer in the backseat.

“The flight today with Dale Cooke was a 
dream come true to me,” said Krajicek. 
“Our job on the Thunderbirds is to inspire 
that next generation of airmen. I’m that 
next generation to Dale. So now to bring 
this full circle and having the current slot 
pilot flying (with him) was incredible and 
extremely meaningful to me.

The only remaining hint of aircraft #177’s 
legacy resides on the student pilot con-
trol panel. A modest red, white and blue 
Thunderbirds sticker is a reminder of the 
days this team inspired generations of 
Americans across the country.

Aircraft #177 has gone on to fulfill a vital 
role at the 2nd FTS as a venerable aggressor 
for new F-22 Raptor student pilots, con-
sistently providing a highly maneuverable 
adversary paired with veteran fighter pilots.

On his Facebook page, Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. David L. Goldfien said the Thunderbirds 
and Tyndall Air Force Base found a beautiful way to celebrate the Air Force’s 70th birthday 
and honor their heritage. Retired Lt. Col. Dale Cooke (Slot/Solo 1979-82) was reunited with 
his T-38 Thunderbird aircraft, the “Slot Machine,” for a very special heritage flight. A copy of 
the heritage flight can be viewed at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZoFoF4MI9qw
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Twenty-six sites remain on the 
Thunderbirds show schedule through early 
November. They include:

June 3-4: Open Date
June 10-11: Scott AFB, Ill. 

June 17-18: Youngstown Air Reserve Base, 
Ohio 
June 24-25: Dayton, Ohio 

July 1-2: Traverse City, Mich. 
July 8-9: Gary, Ind.
July 14-16: RAF Fairford, United Kingdom 

July 22-23: Great Falls, Mont. 
July 26: Cheyenne, Wyo. 
July 29-20: Fairchild Air Force Base, Wash. 

Aug. 1-7: Mid-season Break
Aug 12-13: Westfield (Barnes Air 
     National Guard Base), Mass.
Aug 19-20: Selfridge Air National 
     Guard Base, Mich. 
Aug 23: Atlantic City, N.J.
Aug 26-27: Dover Air Force Base, Del. 

Sept 2-4: Cleveland, Ohio 
Sept 9-10: Altus Air Force Base, Okla.
Sept 16-17: Joint Base Andrews, Md. 
Sept 23-24: Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Sept. 30: Grand Junction, Colo. 

Oct. 1: Grand Junction, Colo.
Oct. 7-8: Minden, Nev. 
Oct 14-15: Boise Air National 
     Guard Base, Idaho 
Oct 21-22: Houston, Texas 
Oct 28-29: Moody Air Force Base, Ga.

Nov 4-5: Joint Base San Antonio 
     Lackland-Kelly, Texas 
Nov 11-12: Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.

Capt. Nate Hofmann (Right Wing) and members of the Thunderbirds are greeted by members of their Navy counterparts the Blue Angels 
during an exchange visit at Naval Air Station Pensacola. For several days the teams came together and formed a bond. Innovative ideas were 
shared, lessons were learned and both teams felt they were better for the experience.

26 Show Sites Remain in Thunderbirds 2017 Season

The team offers a limited number of VIP passes to alumni at show sites listed on their 
schedule to active (dues paying) TBAA members. Tickets go quickly so plan ahead. 
Requests must be received NLT two weeks prior to the demonstration. Tickets are sent via 
U.S. mail so allow 5-7 days for delivery. 
If interested in tickets, contact Maureen Walker at: maureen.walker@us.af.mil
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Congratulations to Maj. Gen. Charles L. 
Moore (Honorary Thunderbird 2013), 
currently deputy director for global 
operations, J-3, Joint Staff, Pentagon, 
Washington, District of Columbia. 
He has been selected to become the 
director, operations, J-3, Headquarters 
U.S. Cyber Command, Fort George G. 
Meade, Maryland.

Congratulations to Brig. Gen. Stacey T. 
Hawkins (Maintenance Officer 2000-02), 
current director, logistics, engineering 
and force protection, Headquarters Air 
Mobility Command, Scott Air Force 
Base, Illinois, for being selected to 
become commander, Ogden Air Logistics 
Complex, Air Force Materiel Command, 
Hill Air Force Base, Utah.

Congratulations to Brig. Gen. Russell 
L. Mack (Right Wing 1999), director, 
plans, programs and requirements, 
Headquarters Air Combat Command, 
Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Virginia, on his 
upcoming change of assignment to vice 
commander, Headquarters Pacific Air 
Forces, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Hawaii.

The president made the following 
nominations for promotion to Brigadier 
General. Mar. 9. Congratulations to: 
Cols. Richard H. Boutwell (Left 
Wing/Slot 2000-02), executive assis-
tant to the commander, U.S. Northern 
Command; and commander, North 
American Aerospace Defense Command, 
Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.; Todd 
D. Canterbury (Solo 2002-05), chief, 
Operations Division, F-35 Integration 
Office, Office of the Chief of Staff, 
Headquarters U.S. Air Force; Case A. 
Cunningham (Commander/Leader 
2010-11), commander, 432nd Wing and 
432nd Air Expeditionary Wing, Creech 
Air Force Base, Nev. and Jeremy T. 
Sloane (Operations Officer 2004-05), 
vice director, operations, Headquarters 
NORAD, Peterson Air Force Base, 
Colo. He has been selected to become 
commander, Spaatz Center for Officer 
Education and Commandant, Air War 
College, Air University, Air Education 
and Training Command, Maxwell Air 
Force Base, Alabama. 

Congratulations to Lt. Col. Christopher 
“Reggie” Hammond (Commander/Leader 
2015-16) on his selection for promotion 
to Colonel.

Congratulations to Mark J. Dawkins 
(Aircraft Maintenance/Assistant Crew 
Chief #4 and #8, 2002-06), Matthew R. 
Inman (Aircraft Maintenance, Assistant 
Crew Chief #7 and #8, 2006-10), Ira M. 
Jack (First Sergeant 2016-present), James 
R. Martin (Public Affairs 2006-11), Justin 
A. McCormick (Aircraft Maintenance/
Crew Chief #7 and #5, 2002-06), Marc R. 
Miller (Egress Specialist/Assistant Crew 
Chief #8 and #4, 2002-05), Randy L. 
Redman (Public Affairs 2008-2010), Cami 
M. Relfe (Aerospace Ground Equipment/
Assistant Crew Chief #5, 2004-08) and 
Chris Smith (Production Superintendent 
2016-present), who were selected for 
promotion to Senior Master Sergeant.

Congratulations to Sean Tucker (Honorary 
Thunderbird 1998) who was chosen to 
receive the 2017 Aircraft Owners and Pilots 
Association R.A. “Bob” Hoover Trophy. 
He was honored for demonstrating the 
airmanship, leadership and passion for 
aviation that Hoover exhibited during his 
distinguished career and life as a pilot and 
aviation advocate.

Welcome Chief 
Master Sgt. Jason 
Hughes, the new 
chief enlisted 
manager for the 
Thunderbirds. He 
entered the Air 
Force in July 1997 
and graduated 
from the tactical 
aircraft mainte-
nance course at 

Sheppard Air Force Base, Tex. in Feb. 1998. 
His background includes a myriad of broad 
maintenance leadership and management 
roles encompassing F-15C/D/E, F-22A, 
U-2S, A-10C, and now F-16C/D aircraft at 
the AMU, Squadron and HQ ACC levels. 
He has been stationed at locations in North 
Carolina, Florida, Alaska, Utah, Republic of 
Korea and Georgia. The chief has served in 
or directly supported numerous Operations 
such as Allied Force, Noble Eagle, Enduring 
Freedom and Inherent Resolve. He was 
stationed at Moody Air Force Base, Georgia 
prior to joining the team. 

Welcome new active Thunderbirds 
Alumni Association members 
Shaw Boadwee (Supply 1988-91); 
Brandon Bingham (Nondestructive 
Inspection/Assistant Crew Chief #7 
and #5); Shawn Bowman (Production 
Superintendent/Quality Assurance 
Superintendent 2013-14); Joshua Cade 
(Aircraft Structural Maintenance, 
2006-09); Kacey Carter (Aircraft 
Maintenance 1992-94); Mike Chandler 
(Commander/Leader 2004-05); 
Rick Deason (NCOIC Operations 
Administration 1985-87); Blaine Edinger 
(Aircraft Maintenance 1999-2004); 
Kevin Elmore (Environmental Systems, 
1991-95); Gerald Fore (Aircraft 
Maintenance 1992-93); Dean Fritz (Crew 
Chief #7 and #5, 1992-95); Sean Gilbert 
(Avionics/Assistant Dedicated Crew Chief 
#8, 2012-15); Glen Hawkins (Hydraulics/
Assistant Crew Chief #4, 1968-70); 
Gerald Howell (Operations NCO, 
1981-83); Charles Keller (Skyblazers 
Crew Chief #4, 1956-57); Terry Lacaillade 
(First Sergeant 1988-91); Joe LaMarca 
(Public Affairs Officer 1990-92); 
Dave Liliedahl (Communications 
1991-93); Henry Lau (Flight Surgeon 
2004-05); Tony Magana (Pneudraulics 
1984-86); David Manfredi (Jet Engines 
Technician 1984-86); Stephan Miller 
(Environmental Systems Technician 
1977-78); John Myers (Crew Chief 
1973-76); William Myers (Aerospace 
Ground Equipment/Assistant Crew 
Chief #1, 1979-81); Gary Navel (Crew 
Chief #8, 1981-83); Matthew Nicely 
(Phase/Dedicated Crew Chief #6 and #4, 
2002-05); Juergen Odlum (Honorary 
Crew Chief 1993); Doug Sampson 
(Environmental Systems/Assistant Crew 
Chief #4 and #1, 1982-85); Zachery 
Sinclair (Quality Assurance/Crew Chief 
#7 and #8, 2011-14); David Steinhiser 
(Flight Surgeon 2002-03); Chris Stricklin 
(Opposing Solo 2003); Brian West (Crew 
Chief #7 and #2, 2006-10); Rodney 
Woolever (Maintenance Superintendent 
2006-09); and Steve Yates (Production 
Superintendent 2011-15).

Benchstock

Continued on page 12
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Gone But Not Forgotten
NOTE: There may be some time between an individual’s death and when we print an 
obituary. They are printed after the Thunderbirds Alumni Association receives them. 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family members and friends of these cherished 
members of the Thunderbirds family.

Retired Col. Robert E. “Bob” Biehl (Maintenance Officer 1978-80) died March 23. 
Survivors include his wife Jackye; daughter Stacy and son Chad; six grandchildren; 
and sister Sherry Day. Internment was at Lake View Memorial Gardens, Fairview 
Heights, Ill.

Retired Col. Bob Cass (Right Wing 1960-62) died Feb. 11. His wife Phyllis passed 
away March 23. Survivors are sons Robert and Stephen; and one grandchild. 
Internment was at the Florida National Cemetery.

Retired Master Sgt. Mike Cleveland (Material Control 1977-79) died Apr. 8. 
Survivors include his wife Karen; daughter Michele (David) Creal; and 
three grandchildren.

Retired Master Sgt. Mike Cook (Painter TBAA1976-80 and 1983-85) died Apr. 3. 
Survivors include his wife Kathy; sons Steve and Ben (Beth) Cook; and sister 
Jamie (Jim) DeVane.

Retired Master Sgt. George Curtis (Crew Chief #6 1962-64) passed away 
peacefully Mar. 28. Survivors include his sons George (Ruth) and David Curtis; 
three grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; and three brothers, Richard, 
Ty and Max Curtis.

Retired Senior Master Sgt. Garrett F. (Fred) Hazlett (Aircraft maintenance 
1957-58) died Jan. 17. He is survived by his wife Bunny; and sons Gary and Greg.

Retired Master Sgt. Frank R. Hight (Engines Technician 1963-67) 
died Apr. 30, 2016.

Retired Master Sgt. Allen C. King (Aircraft Maintenance 1969-71) died Apr. 19. 
Survivors include his wife Mary Jo; daughters Kellie and Tracie; four grandchildren; 
sisters Rosalie Simental; and brother Bill King.

Retired Senior Master Sgt. Troy Mitchell (Logistics Support 1972-77) died 
Feb. 26. He is survived by his wife Jewell; sons Dominique Mitchell (Libby) and 
Tim Mitchell (Tanja); daughters Lorie Mann, Tammy Tenpenny (Russell) and 
Joanna Burgtorf (LR); 14 grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.

Retired Chief Master Sgt. Albert J. Scheibly, Jr. (Avionics Technician 1971-73) of 
Las Vegas died suddenly on March 5 while vacationing in Florida. He is survived 
by his two sisters Mary Ellen Scheibly and Joanne Scheibly, both of Rensselaer; and 
his longtime companion Connie Bruggerman of Las Vegas. Interment was in Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery, East Greenbush, N.Y.

Dean William Sproul (Material Control 1976-78) of Green Bay, Wis. passed away 
peacefully on Mar. 17. He is survived by his mother Ruthann Stach; children 
Troy Sproul, Kristine (Michael) Cumbers, Kerri Sproul and Zachary Sproul; 
step-daughter Casey Kemp; eight grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren.

Retired Master Sgt. David L. Wilson (Crew Chief #6, 1959-62) died Aug. 28, 2016. 
He is survived by his wife Lynn; son Matthew; step-son Derryl; and step-daughter 
Martha. A memorial service in his honor was held Sep. 10, 2016 at Clear Lake 
Presbyterian Church in Houston, Tex.

Retired Master Sgt. Peter J. “P.J.” Wolkowicz Jr. (Operations 1979-81), died 
Dec. 30, 2016. He is survived by his wife Patricia; three sons Joseph and Nicholas 
Wolkowicz; and Thomas Hill; and seven grandchildren.

This is the second issue of ThunderRolls to be 
printed in 2017 for members of the Thunderbirds 
Alumni Association. The next issue will be Quarter 
3 (July-September) 2017. Submissions (including 
high resolution photos in jpeg format) may be 
emailed to: al.eakle@gmail.com. Submission does 
not guarantee publication and editorial staff may 
edit for style and content. Change of address should 
be submitted to Al Eakle at al.eakle@gmail.com.

TBAA Board of Directors
Chairman 
Jeff Remington (1988-89)

Vice Chairman 
Mike “Mo” Beale (1990-91)

Secretary 
Shellie Vaught (1998-2000)

Treasurer 
Brian Plauche (2000-05)

Director (Membership Chairman) 
Jim Dye (1995-99)

Director (Nominations/Elections Chairman) 
Frank Howe (1995-98)

Director (2017 Reunion Chairman) 
Chuck Lombardo (1971-75)

Director  
Bob Purtiman (1997-2001)

Director  
Mark Thome (1987-91)

Director 
Constantine “Chachi” Tzavaras (1998-99)

Administration/Communications Asst. 
Al Eakle

Historian 
Carol Knotts

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association would 
like to thank Lockheed Martin for its continued 
support of ThunderRolls and the TBAA.

Graphic Design and Printing 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
Fort Worth, Texas

LOOK FOR: 
Official TBAA website  
www.thunderbirdsalumni.org

Facebook Page: Thunderbird Alumni  
(TBAA emblem on opening)
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7812 Deerfield Lane, Callaway, FL 32404

Email: al.eakle@gmail.com 
Phone: 850-818-0777

From the Boss

Benchstock

Our trip to Pensacola visiting the Blue 
Angels was another great exchange of 
ideas and safety. Friendly competition was 
the order of the day as we each put on our 
best show, in the air and on the ground. 

Lots was learned, with both teams leaving 
impressed. We also left the toilet there, 
beating them in softball.

We hope to see you all on the road soon. 
Ms. Maureen Walker is standing by to 
assist your attendance at a show. Thanks for 
your support!

Lt. Col. Jason Heard
USAFADS Commander/Leader (2017-18)

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association and 
current Thunderbirds team are offering 
several items for sale.

TBAA has a dog tag-shaped bottle 
opener which salutes both the current 
Thunderbirds team and Thunderbirds 
alumni who came before them.

The dog tag bottle opener features the 
Thunderbirds patch on one side, and the 
Thunderbirds alumni patch on the other side. 
It is 1-3/8 inch x 2-1/2 inch (35mm x 63mm) 
and 3 mm thick. The cost is $15 each.

To purchase go to the TBAA website 
(www.tbaa.org) , click on “General Sales” 

under the Merchandise tab on the Home 
page, then click on “Challenge Coin Bottle 
Opener”. Follow directions from there.

¾-inch TBAA lapel pins 
are available. The cost 
is $10 per pin, which 
includes postage. Pins 
may be ordered by 
sending a request and 
check to: Thunderbirds 
Alumni Association, c/o 
Al Eakle, 7812 Deerfield Lane, Callaway, 
FL 32404.

Alumni have also asked about a challenge 
coin sold by the team. The cost is $12 per 
coin. Individuals interested in purchasing 

one should make 
checks payable to the 
Thunderbirds Enlisted 
Fund and mail to: 
USAFADS/CCS, 4445 
Tyndall Ave., Nellis 
AFB, NV 89191-6079.

A Las Vegas-area group of Thunderbirds 
alumni invite all present and former 
Thunderbirds to join them for lunch 
the first Wednesday of each month at 
Boulder Station. The meeting starts at 
11:30 a.m. For more details, email Jerry 
Jones (Ground Radio Communications 
Technician 1965-69) at tbird13@cox.net.

Continued from page 2

Continued from page 10




