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 Gleaming in hand-polished red, white and blue, an F-4E 
Phantom II shimmers like a desert mirage in front of McCulloch-
Wagner American Legion Post 109 southeast of Tucson, Ariz.  
Once the backbone of American combat airpower, veteran of  
the conflict in Vietnam and roaring Thunderbird, the Phantom 
represents one community’s strength and resolve to pay tribute to 
American veterans.
 For nearly a decade the aircraft weathered in front of the Legion 
Post in Corona de Tucson, its paint oxidizing, its tires drying out and 
cracking in the burning Arizona sun. But Santa Rita High School 
junior Cali Knowlden saw opportunity in the Phantom: opportunity 
to repay the Legion Post’s generosity for sponsoring her Girl Scout 
Troop 468; opportunity to unite her community in service; and 
opportunity to honor American heroes killed in service to our country. 
One dilapidated jet fighter, many opportunities.
 “What better way to show our American patriotism and save  
our history than to help restore this symbol of pride and freedom,” 
said Cali.
 She built a team beginning with two fellow girl scouts, Megan 
Martin and Megan Lamb. Together they enlisted the support of their 
neighbors, Dick and Dee Pfeiffer, themselves veterans of the  
Air Force Thunderbirds Flight Demonstration Team.
 Mike Parnell, a painter by trade, had seen an article in his 
company newsletter about the project and realized he had met Capt. 
Jerry Bolt at an airshow when he was 10. He rummaged through his 
Thunderbird memorabilia and there it was – a 1972 six-fold with Bolt’s 
picture and signature. He knew he had to be part of Cali’s team.
 The group’s research quickly uncovered Air Force records that 
revealed the Legion Post’s Phantom, tail number 66-0294, flew as a 
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Thunderbird in the early 1970s. What better way to restore the fighter 
than in the red, white and blue colors of the world’s top precision aerial 
demonstration team. But this apparently simple task quickly turned 
into a major civics project and a major patriotic community effort. 
 “Today, as never before, Americans have a lot of spirit and 
tremendous pride in their country,” Cali wrote. “A wonderful way to 
preserve these feelings is by refurbishing ‘294’ back to its Thunderbird 
colors. The F-4 that stands tall and independent in front of American 
Legion Post 109 is starting to become weathered and old. Each day 
it is not being helped, is a day a piece of our American heritage 
deteriorates along with it.” 
 The Air Force closely guards its historical assets, including 
those on static display such as aircraft 66-0294. Organizations may 
not simply “paint” such assets on a whim. Cali and her team worked 
through Thunderbird scrapbooks, consulted experts on aircraft 
restoration, selected a date for a ceremonial unveiling and planned a 
landscape design at the Legion Post site. They – in conjunction with 
Post 109 – sent a formal request to the Air Force Museum.
 The Air Force Museum approved. Air Force permission in hand, 
the team began their 14-month restoration odyssey. Girl Scouts, 
parents, friends, Thunderbird alumni and community and Legion 
volunteers solicited material donations and raised money from car 
washes, sponsorships and donations from the Thunderbird F-4 
community in support of the project.
 “It probably took $4,000 to cover the cost of restoration,” said 
Dick Pfeiffer, who had served as a mechanic for the Thunderbirds. 
“We were excited when Cali mentioned the project to us. It was 
just a great opportunity to help restore this aircraft to her original 
Thunderbird colors.”

(continued on page 2)



  Pfeiffer, who received the honorary 
title of Crew Chief of the Phantom, 
explained that the project became very 
close to everyone’s hearts. 
  “We were like archeologists,” he 
said, noting that the restoration team 
found evidence of their Thunderbird 

predecessors throughout the 
aircraft. Restorers discovered 
a Thunderbird data plate on 
the Phantom’s smoke system. 
Others on the team discovered 
Thunderbird colors – red paint on 
louver panels just forward of the 
nose gear, blue paint inside  
the speed brake wells and, beneath 
layers of dirt and grime, the team 

uncovered polished aluminum from the fighter’s past. 
 “We resurrected their spirit, their pride and their dedication to 
the mission of the Thunderbirds from 32 years ago,” Pfeiffer said.  
“Once a Thunderbird, Always a Thunderbird!” 
       Repainting the Phantom demanded 

hours of preparation, sanding, masking  
and carefully aligning paint templates. But 
even the best preparation cannot account 
for “acts of God.” “Normally an aircraft 
is painted inside a hangar,” said Dick. 
The restoration team did not have that 
luxury. Arizona winds and monsoon 
rains dictated when and how long  
they worked. 

 At one point, Parnell remembered, 
after hours of preparation and spray 
painting by the team, an Arizona 
rainstorm swept through the area 
and embedded dime-size dimple  
marks in the new paint. 
 “We had to sand it all off and start 

again,” Parnell said. “Dick and I wondered 
if Jerry and Chuck were watching, 
decided it wasn’t up to Thunderbird 
standards and wanted us to do it again. 
We can laugh about that now.”

 Their work continued . . . more than 2,100 volunteer hours.
 Jump forward in time to Memorial Day, May 31, 2004. More 
than 400 members and invited guests gathered at American Legion 
Post 109 to unveil their warbird and dedicate it to the memories of two 
former Thunderbirds, Capt. Jerry Bolt and TSgt. Chuck Lynn. 
 Members of the Thunderbirds Team, Capt. Bolt and TSgt. Lynn 
died tragically in a routine training mishap in December 1972. 
 Maj. Gen. (Ret) Thomas S. Swalm, who commanded the  
Thunderbirds at the time, remembered both airmen in his 
keynote address. “TSgt. Lynn was completely committed to the 
Thunderbirds mission,” the general said. “He had a true can-do  
spirit. Jerry Bolt was a natural, a very, very gifted pilot,” Swalm 
continued. “He became friends with everyone and he had 
an incredible memory for names.” Swalm recalled that on 
December 21, 1972, before departing for a new assignment  
in England, Lynn went to the Thunderbirds hangar to say good-bye 
to his friends. In the process, he discovered that Bolt was ready to 
take an F-4 on what was thought to be a routine flight. Lynn asked 
to take the back seat. That was the last flight for both men. 
 Jerry Bolt’s son, Brett Bolt-Rota, speaking for his family  
who traveled across the country to be part of this dedication, said 
“My dad would find no greater place to stand and serve than in this 
desert, a mere 15 miles from Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, where 
he learned to fly this aircraft. He stands here to honor those who have 
fought and who have joined Post 109 and, along with Chuck Lynn, 
is proud and humble to stand guard and watch over this F-4 and this 
mighty Post.” 
 Concluding the ceremony, Girl Scout troop leaders, J. J. Lamb 
and Sandy Knowlden, unveiled a boulder engraved in lasting memory 
of Bolt and Lynn, which bears the words, “Gentlemen, your airplane 
is ready. In tribute to Capt. Jerry Bolt and TSgt. Chuck Lynn, members 
of the Air Force Thunderbirds whose lives ended in tragedy December 
21, 1972, and the American Veteran for distinguished service and 
dedication to our country.”
 Family members attending the ceremony expressed their deep 
appreciation to the Legion Post and especially to the Girl Scouts for 
singling out Bolt and Lynn from among the thousands of American 
servicemen and women who have made the ultimate sacrifice 
protecting our nation.
 Where many saw only an aging aircraft hulk, one young 
woman saw an opportunity. Through her vision and the work of the 
community team she built, Corona de Tucson now hosts a powerful, 
lasting remembrance of the service and sacrifices our veterans make 
in keeping our nation strong.
 – Terry Vanden-Heuvel, AMARC/Public Affairs Officer

Restoration Odyssey in the Desert
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3

From the Chairman

Dear Thunderbirds and friends:
 I hope this finds you healthy, happy and at least occasionally thinking fondly of your personal 
Thunderbird experience. Those of us whom you have honored by asking us  to serve on the Thunderbird 
Alumni Association (TBAA) board are busy trying to strengthen our organization, support the Team and 
prepare for our next reunion at the Las Vegas Hilton on November 17, 18 and 19, 2005. I certainly hope you 
and your teammates will plan to attend. We’ll have more details on that later.
 As chairman of the TBAA board, I am blessed with wonderful Thunderbirds to help carry on the 
important work of the association: Jim Latham – Vice Chairman, Dick Pfeiffer – Treasurer and directors 
Chris Allen, Joe Bulmer, Matt Byrd, Jim Jannette, Deborah Lyons, Gil Mook and Bob Phillips with Team 
representatives Capt. Sean Cotter and MSgt. T. Hall. Unfortunately, Mike Jarnegan had to resign from the 
board because of family health issues. We miss Mike and wish him the best as he tackles some pretty tough 
challenges. If you are interested in serving on the board, please let me know. As our bylaws direct, we will 
be selecting a replacement for Mike very soon. We have a great team and I think our accomplishments will be evident by the end of 
our terms.
 As a result of the business meeting last year at the 50th Golden Celebration reunion, your TBAA board adopted a set of goals to 
guide our activities and I would like to give you an update on our progress.

• Develop a close working relationship with the current Team. I had the opportunity to attend the squadron Change of 
Command in January and was very impressed with the new Commander/Leader Lt. Col. Mike Chandler and his wife, Joni. 
Over the succeeding months we have communicated frequently and collaborated on several projects to the mutual benefit 
of the Team and the TBAA. With Mike and Joni, this is very easy. They certainly understand the traditions and value of the 
alumni to the current Team. We will continue to look for meaningful ways to support the Team. Be sure to do your part by 
attending airshows when you can and proudly wearing your “Once a Thunderbird, Always a Thunderbird” pin. I am confident 
you will be very proud of this latest generation of Thunderbirds

• Improve corporate organizational structure to ensure a fair and equitable distribution of the corporate workload. 
We have organized into functional committees to more efficiently conduct the business of the association. The committees 
are: Communications chaired by Jim Jannette; Development/Fund-Raising chaired by Chris Allen; Finance chaired by 
Dick Pfeiffer; Membership chaired by Gil Mook; and Reunion formerly chaired by Mike Jarnegan. Most of the committee 
chairs have recruited outstanding Thunderbirds to assist with our important work, but we need more involvement from the 
membership at large. If you are interested in serving on one of our committees, please contact me or any member of your 
board. We need your help to take the TBAA to the next level

• Improve responsiveness, communication and tangible benefits to the membership. Jim Jannette is heading this effort. 
We plan to continue producing a high-quality newsletter, the TBAA Web site is being improved and we are all trying our best, 
with Doris Wilson’s help, to be very responsive to member inquiries and keep information flowing through e-mail and normal 
correspondence. Please help Doris, (702) 871-7197, by keeping your contact information up to date

• Recruit outstanding new officers and directors for the TBAA board in 2006-07. Have you ever considered serving on the 
TBAA board? It’s hard work but also very rewarding. We need outstanding volunteers, preferably of the younger generation, 
to carry on our proud traditions. Be sure to let me know if you are interested. We will be developing a slate of new directors 
for the board early next year

• Improve corporate cash flow and develop a road map to be financially self-sufficient by the end of this board’s term. 
Thanks to the generous support of many of you and the outstanding financial management and reporting by our Treasurer, 
Dick Pfeiffer, the TBAA is in better financial condition than at any time in its history. My promise to you is we will continue to 
implement financial policies that are open, conservative, professionally administered and frequently checked by an independent 
audit. This is your money and you can depend on this board to manage it correctly. As always, our quarterly financial reports 
are available for any member’s review at any time. Chris Allen is heading the effort to develop consistent revenue sources so 
we are not just living from reunion to reunion. Please let Chris or me know if you have ideas in this area

• Increase total active membership. Membership is the lifeblood of our association and we need to do a better job of attracting 
active members. Gil Mook chairs our Membership Committee and is in the process of developing a membership campaign 
to encourage inactive members to become active. Here is our current status: Lifetime – 498; Regular Active –163; Inactive 
or “Lost” – 923. The camaraderie we experience as active members of the TBAA is priceless and it’s sad to see how many 
eligible Thunderbirds have distanced themselves from the organization. The dues are reasonable and we need everyone’s help 
to reach out and encourage all Thunderbirds to become active players in this wonderful organization

• Plan and execute a top-notch reunion for 2005. I am the interim chair of the Reunion Committee and our work to this 
point has involved evaluating various hotels in the Las Vegas area to host our event. Mike Jarnegan and I visited several and 
put together an evaluation matrix to rank the hotels. The Las Vegas Hilton won the competition and we are in the process 
of finalizing our contract with them. I think you will be very pleased with the Hilton. The dates are November 17, 18 and  
19, 2005, so please put these dates on your calendar right now. You won’t want to miss it!

 In conclusion, please accept my sincere thanks for your support of the TBAA. This is your association and the TBAA board is 
here to serve you. Please let us know how we can do it better.
 –  Dan Cherry (Commander/Leader 77-78)



embellishment because the things he’s accomplished speak 
for themselves. Boss Catledge is a real hero, with the kind 
of integrity and honesty that is terribly scarce these days. 

The rain was coming down in buckets, so a backseat 
motorcycle ride for the kids and me was put off until a sunny 
day. Some weeks later it occurred to me that the opportunity 
to ride with Boss Catledge had not really passed me by; we 
all had the unbelievable chance to “ride the dream” during 
our own time with the Team. When the Air Force gave 
Catledge the task of developing a Thunderbirds Team, it 
became his creation. The thread of his original dream runs 
through each of us and has become the foundation for the 
legacy that is part of all of us. 

So, on that wonderful rainy afternoon in July,  
Gen. Catledge and Linda with my husband, Pat, and kids, 
Kay and Matt, sat and talked like family because, well, we 
really are family – Thunderbirds are family. 

Being a member of the alumni association extends 
friendships from the limitations of your specific teammates 
to include many other Thunderbirds from many other teams. 
The results of the increasing networks are magical . . . the 
connections are strong and abundant. Attending reunions 
has become one of the highlights of my life. The event 
is a wellspring of renewal; it provides an opportunity to 
reconnect and spark new friendships. You just never know 
whom you might meet!

– Debby Baer Becker (Public Affairs 81-83)

In our world, where everything is suspect and honesty 
and integrity are words that show up on résumés but 
are rarely put into practice, it is even more important to 

value our friendships, 
especially our Thunderbird 
friendships. The benefits of 
renewing and making new 
friendships among this 
special group are many 
and range from basic good 
fun to deep feelings of 
admiration and connection. 
There is a level of trust 
and a resulting openness 
among Thunderbirds that 
is unique. Of the many 

organizations to which you might belong, this one has the 
most meaningful friendships, the deepest memories and 
greatest integrity among its members. And, in these times 
when our daily lives are even more uncertain, the certainty 
of these friendships becomes even more precious. 

A recent visit with Maj. Gen. Dick “Smokey” Catledge 
brought these many thoughts home to me. In a thousand 
years I never would have thought there might be an 
invitation to Boss Catledge’s home, but that’s another great 
thing about this organization – anything is possible! 

I did some committee work with General Catledge on 
a project for the recent Thunderbirds 50th reunion and, 
over the course of two years, we exchanged lots of e-mails, 
hammering out project details and trading stories about our 
beloved dogs. Eight months after the 2003 Thunderbirds 
reunion, my family and I joined Boss Catledge, Linda 
and their handsome dog, George, at their lovely home in 
Niceville, Fla.

George performed lots of tricks for us and we were 
impressed with his great training and discipline (though 
almost expected of any dog belonging to the Boss).

Smokey shared some amazing war stories, flying tales 
and pictures of the motorcycle acrobatics of his youth 
(Matt, my 13-year-old son, was really impressed). Besides 
being the world’s most awesome pilot, Gen. Catledge 
“flies” a Honda Gold Wing and has owned several Harley 
motorcycles over the years. Catledge told a friend recently 
that he gets “Harley fever” every now and then, but the new 
Harleys just don’t compare to the old ones. He wants the 
original – the leather side bags, solo seat and original feel 
just cannot be replicated in the newer models. Funny, I  
feel the same way about Boss Catledge – they just don’t 
make them like that anymore; he’s the original. 

The stories he shared about his military service 
were told with honesty and candor. There is no need for 

My Backseat Ride With  
Maj. Gen. Richard “Smokey” Catledge

4

Catledge doing a back flip off  
the fender of a motorcycle.  
Photo taken in 1941.
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 “Once a Thunderbird, Always a Thunderbird” takes on a whole 
new meaning with Don Tisdale (Egress 77-79). 
 Each year, Todd Throne – an elementary teacher and 
cousin of Tisdale’s wife, Launette – invites the former Thunderbird to 

speak to his 4th grade class at 
Tanglen Elementary School  
in Hopkins, Minn. The 
classmates study a teaching unit 
on “flight” and Tisdale is their 
guest speaker.
 Just going to the class and 
talking about his experiences 
with the Thunderbirds and the 
use of ejection seats in jets 
could fill a session, but there 

is more. Tisdale takes along his prized Thunderbird helmet and a 
model of a Thunderbird aircraft. A highlight of the presentation 
is when the children are selected to make airshow formations and 
“perform” some of the famous Thunderbird maneuvers across the 
front of the classroom with Tisdale’s direction. 
 Tisdale also arranges to have photos and the ubiquitous three-
folds from the current Team available as handouts. What 4th grader 
wouldn’t clamor for those keepsakes! 
 Of course, Tisdale relishes a little, in fact, that the students 
want his autograph – just like days of airshows everywhere.

– Ken Hoffman (Public Affairs 80-82)

Once a Thunderbird . . .

 The Officers’ Wives Club 
cookbook, Thunderbird Favorites, 
A Culinary Collection from Family 
and Friends Through the Years, will 
go on sale in October. Thank you to 
all the alumni and spouses who have contributed to our cookbook; 
it’s been wonderful to “meet” you all. Our cookbook is turning out 
to be a diverse and wonderful project because of you! 
 The price of our book is $16 including shipping/handling. You 
may place your order at any time.
 Make checks payable to: The Thunderbird Officers’ Wives 
Club and send to The Thunderbird Officers’ Wives Club, c/o Joni 
Chandler, 4867 Friar Tuck Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89130.

Thunderbird Favorites, 
A Culinary Collection 
from Family  
and Friends  
Through  
the Years

A rare view from the Slot position of the Boss’s jet during a rejoin.

 Your TBAA board of directors is looking for a volunteer to fill 
an unexpected vacancy on the board. Mike Jarnegan (1st Sgt. 92-95) 
had to resign from the board to handle some serious family health 
matters and his departure has left a big void. We need someone, 
preferably from the Las Vegas area, who would be willing to work 
with the board to improve the organization, increase the value of 
TBAA membership and help plan an outstanding reunion in 2005. 
If you are interested, please send a letter stating your desire for board 
service to Dan Cherry, Chairman, Thunderbird Alumni Association, 
7661 Angel Crest Circle, Las Vegas, NV 89117-3220.

Attention Las Vegas 
Thunderbirds

Don Tisdale arranges school children 
in a Thunderbird formation.
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 “I just got my Thunderbird 50th DVD in the mail and it is 
awesome. I really like the additional segments with Harry Reasoner 
of Sixty Minutes, Fantasy Island and $6,000,000 Man. Very 
impressive. I found myself in awe (again) of the many successes 
of the production. Jim Cross has an incredible ability to weave the 
film and the music with an uncanny eye for timing. It really makes 
the flying and historical segments pop. Smokey really is quite an 
elegant speaker. This time I was able to cry during Carol’s award, 
something I didn’t allow myself at a table of 12 on a very special 
night. I am so glad to have it. The many memories packed inside 
this DVD swell my heart.”

– Debby Baer Becker

 “Well, all I can say is that it is fantastic! It was so wonderful 
to sit down and hear the presentations again, and see the videos, 
e.g., Lay Your Hands on Me. What a wonderful event, but through 
this DVD, so many alumni who could not attend and so many 
Thunderbirds and AF enthusiasts worldwide can now afford to 
take in the key elements of the evening.”

– Dennis Hall

 The excitement of the Golden Anniversary obviously still 
resonates and now we can keep it alive forever with the DVD 
that captures the exhilaration and emotion of the Saturday night 
banquet – an evening that many call “spectacular!” 

 To order the DVD, send your check for $20 to Doe Wilson,  
c/o Thunderbirds Alumni Association, 7661 Angel Crest Circle, 
Las Vegas, NV 89117-3220.

DVD Notice

 Maj. Dean W. Helmick (Avionics 87-88, Crew Chief #1 
89, Quality Assurance 90-91) retired September 1, 2004, and has 
accepted a position with Northrop-Grumman-TASC in Omaha, 
Neb. Helmick attended Officer Training School following his 
Thunderbird years, served in Space and Missile Operations and is a 
graduate of the U.S. Air Force Weapons School.
 CMSgt. Frank Reyes Jr. (Admin. 69-71) has accepted 
a promotion and transfer to the Audie L. Murphy Veterans 
Administration Hospital in San Antonio, Texas. He is a Psychology 
Technician and will now be assigned to the research service as 
an assistant in the study of addictive disorders. His new address 
is: CMSgt. (USAF Ret) Frank Reyes Jr., P.O. Box 690886,  
San Antonio, TX 78369.
 Brother Bird CMSgt Paul “P. M.” Masoni celebrated his 
30 years of sterling service to the U.S. Air Force on September 3, 
2004, in a ceremony hosted by Brigadier General William “Bear” 
Ard, Director of Military Personnel and Organization and Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Personnel. This distinguished ceremony was 
attended by Paul’s wife, Pat, his children, Mike and Carey, and 
his grandchildren, Haylee and Savannah. General Ard presented 
CMSgt Masoni with the Meritorious Service Medal honoring his 
impeccable service as Chief of Information Management Branch, 
Directorate of Personnel, HQ AETC, Randolph AFB. During his 
30-year career, Paul has been the heart of each organization he has 
served. CMSgt Masoni made his indelible mark on the Thunderbird 
Team when he served as administrative assistant for public affairs 
from 1979 to 1981. Notes of congratulations can be sent to:  
8202 Cantura Mills, Converse, TX  78109.

Benchstock

MSgt. Ed Goodhue (Photographer 69-70)
Died July 1, 2003
Widow: Carolyn Goodhue
3425 Royalwood Circle, Del City, OK 73115

SSgt. Charlie Hilton Jr. (Aircraft Maint. 69-71)
Died January 20, 2004
His son can be reached at: Philip J. Hilton
7116 Hilton Drive, Kershaw, SC 29067

Willie Biron Jr. (68-71)
Died February 13, 2004
Widow: Irmgard Biron

TSgt. Van Homer Gaines (Crew Chief 68-71)
Died April 26, 2004
Widow: Joann Gaines

SSgt. Randy Gardner (Support 84-87)
Died September 4, 2004 
Widow: Lori 
Lori, Jason and Justin Gardner, 40 Red Robin Turn, 
Hampton, VA 23669-5915, (757) 728-3843, jstng@cox.net

SSgt. David A. “Dave” Kulikowski (Egress Technician 75-77)
Died April 19, 2004
Widow: Susan Kulikowski

MSgt. Charlie Evans Gerringer Jr. (67-69)
Died May 11, 2004
Widow: Sue Gerringer

Barbara Quade
Wife of CMSgt. William E. Quade (Line Chief 72-76)
Died May 25, 2004
CMSgt. William E. Quade can be reached at: 
4513 San Juan Ave., North Las Vegas, NV 89030

TSgt. G. B. “Gene” Richardson (Aircraft Maint. 69-71)
Died June 10, 2004
Widow: Luann Richardson

Rosa Peckham
Wife of MSgt. Everett W. Peckham (Crew Chief 54-56)
Died July 6, 2004

 In the course of his duties in the U.S. Air Force Legislative Liaison 
office, Lt. Col. Tim Coy (NCOIC Admin. 82-84) learned that the sister 
of Capt. Jack Thurman (Solo 69) wanted to have her brother’s remains 
re-interred at Arlington National Cemetery.
 Following his accident in 1969, Thurman was buried in Oklahoma. 
Coy contacted Thurman’s family and made arrangements for the re-
interment. On a rainy day, October 27, 2003, Capt. Jack Thurman 
was buried with full military honors at Arlington National Cemetery. 
Representing the Thunderbirds were Mike Kerby (Solo 69-70), Ray 
White (Logistics Officer 74-75), Chris Patterakis (Left Wing 66-67 
and Commander/Leader 75-76) and Coy. Mary, Thurman’s sister, 
commented on how comforting and touching it was for her and the 
family to have Thunderbird members present, including those who 
knew her brother personally.
 A wreath representing the Team and Alumni Association was 
sent to the funeral with a card reading “On behalf of all Thunderbirds, 
past and present.”
 That’s the spirit of the Thunderbirds.

Gone But Not Forgotten



Thunder Rolls is published by the USAF Thunderbirds  
Alumni Association, Dan Cherry (C/L 77-78) Brigadier General 
USAF (Ret), Chairman; Doe Wilson, Administrative Secretary. 
TBAA, 7661 Angel Crest Circle, Las Vegas, NV 89117;  
Phone (702) 871-7197; Fax (702) 871-9043;  
E-mail DoeWilson@aol.com; www.tbaa.org.
 
Executive Editor
 Jim Jannette (PAO 78-82)

Editor 
 Ken Hoffman (Public Affairs 80-82)

History Staff
 Carol Knotts, TBAA Historian

Contributing Editors
 Chris Allen (88-91)
 Debbie Baer Becker (81-83)
 Jim Benson (PAO 86-88)
 Al Eakle (89-91)
 Rick Fuller (85-88)
 Gary Keltz (88-90)
 Dee Pfeiffer (76-77)
 Chuck Ramey (94-98)

Graphic Design
 Diana Mask, Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company –  
 Fort Worth, Texas

Printing
 Sprint Press – Fort Worth, Texas

Address all publication inquiries and submissions to:
Thunder Rolls, 9 Emerald Lake Drive, Panama City, FL 32407. 
Phone (850) 234-4969; Cell (850) 624-8469; 
E-mail orca8489@aol.com.

7

 Replacement “Once a Thunderbird, Always a Thunderbird” 
pins are available to TBAA members. Just write to Doe Wilson 
at TBAA, 7661 Angel Crest Circle, Las Vegas, NV 89117-3220. 
Include $5.00 for handling and mailing and your new pin will be 
sent right away. It is important for all of us to demonstrate pride in 
our heritage by wearing our pins at every opportunity.

Thunderbird Pins

 Many alumni and reunion attendees have called the TBAA 
office wanting contact information for the vendors who were at 
our 50th reunion . . . so here they are. We encourage you to support 
these fine merchants when you are in need of Thunderbird items.

Flightline America – Michael Cooney
(970) 254-0377
cooneyart@aol.com/www.flightlineamerica.com
Full assortment of his designer collection of Team-related products.

M.T. Publishing – Mark Thompson
(888) 263-4702
mtpub@evansville.com/www.mtpublishing.com
Second printing of  We Rode the Thunder is now available.

Pacific Aircraft – Dave Gollem
(480) 220-8901
chiefw4160@aol.com/www.warplanes.com
Complete inventory of all RWB Thunderbird aircraft plus many 
other aircraft types.

Thunderbirds 50 – Dennis Hall
(916) 747-7544
precision@Thunderbirds50.com/www.Thunderbirds50.com
Thunderbirds 50th Anniversary commemorative print comprised of 
a digital montage of 11 watercolor paintings by David Lobenberg 
available as giclée print, lithograph, poster or miniprint.

Top Gun Graphics – Scott Byrd
(325) 656-9076
tgg@wcc.net
Our official and exclusive 50th anniversary crystal/glass provider 
has a wide assortment of crystal and glass items including glasses, 
mugs, paperweights and items with etched 50th-anniversary/
reunion logos available.

Golden Anniversary 
Reunion Vendors

 We are proud to announce we will soon do a third printing  
of We Rode the Thunder. To order copies for holiday gift  
giving, contact:

MT Publishing
http://www.mtpublishing.com

(Discounts available for multiple copies.)
Or call (888) 263-4702.

The TBAA receives
a percentage of sales.

We Rode the Thunder
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President George W. Bush visits with the Thunderbirds. 
From left, team members are: CMSgt Phillip Shatsar,, 
Capt David Moreland (11), Maj Randy Redell (7),  
Maj Todd Canterbury (5), Maj Brian Burns (3),  
Lt Col Mike Chandler (C/L), President Bush,  
Maj Mark Burns (2), Maj Matt Beckley (4),  
Maj Scottie Zamzow (6), Capt Dave Haworth (8),  
Capt Sean Cotter (10) and Capt Steve Rolenc (12).

The Thunderbirds With President George W. Bush


