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You’ve heard your TBAA Board of Directors beat the drum that our Thunderbird family is about traditions, supporting the current Team, and 
wearing the Patch proudly. In that vein, you and your family are invited to our celebration of “Cruising Route 66, Sixty-Six Years of Thunder” 
in Las Vegas. Our goal is to put on a world class event, one that you can comfortably have fun at, and enjoy sharing stories of our history and 
friendships made during your Thunderbird service. Planning is well underway, so here’s what you can expect:

Announcing the 2019 Thunderbirds 
Alumni Association Reunion

November 14-16, 2019
South Point Hotel Casino & Spa

Las Vegas, Nevada

Wednesday, Nov. 13
Arrive at the South Point to a classy registration, which will be open 
from 1600 to 1900 hours, and enjoy catching up with your friends in 
the TBAA Hospitality Suite from 1800 to 2100 hours.

Thursday, Nov. 14
The registration desk will be open from 0900 to 1900. 
Our golfers need to report to the Revere Golf Course in Henderson 
for a 1000 shot gun tee time. We have planned numerous prizes and a 
golf luncheon after the round. Anyone and everyone is invited to have 
a fun round of golf with your Thunderbird family.
The Perch Party Icebreaker will be an icebreaker reception from 
1800 to 2000 at the South Point  with appetizers and a cash bar.
The Hospitality Suite will be open from 2000 to 2300.

Friday, Nov. 15
The registration desk will be open from 0900 to 1800.
Transportation to Nellis AFB for viewing of the practice show at 
the Thunderbird hangar. We are working diligently with the Boss 
Caldwell to have the Team practice around 1300 so that current mem-
bers can attend our Friday night main event. The time is still TBD.
The Hospitality Suite will be open for one hour after return to the 
suite after practice.
Friday night, 1800 to 2100, will be an “informal” Dining Out in 
the best USAF traditions. Your President of the Mess and Mr. Vice 
will entertain and engage our Alumni as we celebrate “66 Years of 
Thunder.” More to follow on this event, but it will be casual and fun!
The Hospitality Suite will be open for three hours after the Dining Out.

Saturday, Nov. 16
For the last event of the reunion, we will host our TBAA business 
meeting from 0900 to 1100.
In the past, your TBAA’s objective focused on a world-class reunion. 
This year will be no different, but with one addition – with our orga-
nization being a veterans non-profit, we have an untapped ability to 
contribute fundraising toward charities of our choosing. One such 
charity is the newly formed “Cajun’s Aviation Dream” program that 
is sponsoring young cadets into the Experimental Aircraft Association 
(EAA) Academy. Cajun’s dream is our dream, to foster the future of 
the Thunderbirds and the USAF.  
In that light, there will be opportunities for fundraising. One 
such event will be a veterans orientation flight in a military L-39 
jet, flown by a former Thunderbird Slot pilot. There will be auction 
items to support the TBAA, all of which serve our mantra; “Once a 
Thunderbird, Always a Thunderbird.”
Information regarding Reunion registration and more details will 
follow, so please Save the Date and plan on a whopping good time 
in Las Vegas!

Hotel Address & Phone: 9777 Las Vegas Blvd. South, 866-791-7626 
Make your room reservation online at: http://www.southpointcasino.com/ 
Group Name: Thunderbirds Alumni Association Reunion
Room dates available: Nov. 11–19, 2019
Group Code: THU1111(first three are letters, last four are numbers). Be sure to enter group code for our room rates.
Cut-off Date: Oct. 21, 2019

Smoke On, 
Paul “Sticky” Strickland 
(Slot 1991-92), 
Reunion Chairman



Thunderbirds,

It is an honor and a privilege to address the 
men and women of the alumni association 
as the new Commander/Leader.  Let me start 
by saying thank you for your support and 
unwavering commitment to maintaining the 
pride and prestige of the Thunderbirds. One 
of my initial goals as Commander/Leader is 
to strengthen the relationship between the 

alumni association and the current team. While I believe the relation-
ship is currently strong, I am dedicated to making sure we work dili-
gently to maintain effective communication, transparency, and access 
with those who have been so pivotal in creating the brand the team 
enjoys today. Along those lines, I have added Capt Michael “Thorny” 
Brewer (TB3) to the already stellar liaison team that we have in place, 
and I am convinced he will bring new energy in the development and 
maintenance of this critical partnership.

We began the New Year with the change of command, during which 
we had the opportunity to say farewell to Lt Col Walsh and the other 
departing members of the 2018 team. We are grateful for Lowen’s 
leadership and all the efforts of the outgoing team members in building 
and training the 2019 Team. Without a doubt, we owe the 2018 Team a 
debt of gratitude for their remarkable resilience and professionalism in 
completing a challenging season and we wish them all the best in their 
future Air Force endeavors. After the change of command, the Team 
has been busy preparing for COMACC Cert which is set for later this 
month. The progress has been steady and thanks to the amazing job 
by Thunderbird maintenance, we are on track to complete all of the 
required sorties prior to COMACC Cert on 15 March.  

In standard Thunderbird fashion, the 2019 season has already been 
eventful with successful flyovers at the Super Bowl, Daytona 500 and 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway. I am particularly proud of the team’s 
performance at the Super Bowl, which garnered an unprecedented 
30 seconds of air time and an open dome decision from the NFL.  
This was the first trip of the year for the 2019 Team and I believe the 
positive experience provided a tremendous boost to moral and unit 
cohesion. No time to rest on laurels, as I write we are preparing to 
execute our fourth national media event in Hollywood by providing a 
flyover for the Captain Marvel movie premiere. As some of you know, 
we have been closely involved in the production of this movie with 
two of our members serving as technical advisors – one of which is 
the late Maj Stephen “Cajun” Del Bagno. We are honored to celebrate 
his memory and contributions to the aviation world by participating 
in this event.  

Looking forward, I am convinced the COMACC Cert will be success-
ful and we are all excited to hit the road and start the 2019 season. I 
would like to personally thank all of the alumni who have reached 
out to us and offered support and encouragement. Your phone 
calls, emails and interactions are vital to our success as we set out to 
represent our service, nation and this team. We are all committed to 
continuing the legacy of excellence established by those who have 
come before us. I am looking forward to seeing as many of you as I 
can at an airshow in the near future. Until then, Christine and I wish 
you all a wonderful 2019.

Lt. Col. John Caldwell
USAFADS Commander/Leader 2019-20

The TBAA attended the Thunderbird change of 
command in January. We wish “Best of luck” to 
the outgoing boss, Lt Col Kevin Walsh. He did 
a great job as commander/leader during a very 
challenging year. We appreciated his strong sup-
port. The new boss, Lt Col John “Brick” Caldwell, 
is very interested in continuing to strengthen the 
bond between all Thunderbirds, past and present, 

and has reached out on several occasions to emphasize that.

Recently, the TBAA started a new initiative to help bind alumni with 
current team members; gun metal belt buckles on accompanying 
black belts. The idea was to present current team members with 
something that represents the Thunderbirds who have gone before 
them. All current team members were presented their belts during a 
recent Commander’s Call. This same belt is available for Alumni only 
through our website. We plan to continue a presentation ceremony at 
least annually for current team members.

We’re getting excited about the upcoming biennial reunion at the 
Southpoint Hotel and Casino! I gave you the wrong dates in the last 
ThunderRolls…re-mark your calendars for Nov. 14-16, 2019. This 
year’s theme is “66 Years of Thunder” and it is going to be a great time! 
There are more details in this issue of ThunderRolls and also on the 
TBAA website at www.thunderbirdsalumni.org. Hope to see you there!

Please note the article on contributing financially in this issue.  
Consider a one-time donation, or a continuing donation to the TBAA

 on our homepage at www.thunderbirdsalumni.org by either selecting 
the “Thunderbird Endowment Fund” button or giving to our oper-
ations fund by selecting the “Donate” button.  With your help we 
continue to grow the Thunderbird legacy, support programs like the 
“Cajun Del Bagno Aviation Dream Fund” at cajunsaviationdream.org, 
or support the team in its mission to help America understand the 
capabilities and contributions of its United States Air Force.  We thank 
you and are recognizing your contributions with our “Tiered Giving” 
section in ThunderRolls.

Finally, if you get a chance, watch the documentary “They Shall 
Not Grow Old.”  It is groundbreaking, fantastic, and a technological 
marvel!  You can watch the trailer on line.  In this documentary, the 
oral narratives of hundreds of WW1 veterans were used to bring the 
story to life.  It got me to thinking about our Thunderbird family and 
all the amazing stories we collectively have to share.  We’re not getting 
any younger, and we want to capture your stories.  One day, manned 
fighters and the Thunderbirds may not be around.  These oral narra-
tives will help to preserve the Thunderbird legacy.  You don’t have to 
wait for someone to approach you about your own personal stories.  
Pull out your cell phone and record and save your stories. We can 
collect these oral files at a later date.

Thanks for all you collectively do to continue the 
Thunderbird legacy.  Stay in touch!

Michael O. “Mo” Beale (Solo 1990-91)
TBAA Chairman

From the Chairman

From the Commander
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A recent ThunderRolls article highlighted 
the lifelong friendship forged between the 
late “Wild Bill” Fenton and Bob Fitzgerald 
(Leader 1959-60). “Wild Bill” was a huge 
fan of the Thunderbirds which caused 
his wife Marti to establish a plan to will 
the real property of their estate to the 
Thunderbirds Alumni Association. This is 
no small gift. Hearing about costs asso-
ciated with reunion and financial needs, 
Marti made the decision to bestow this 
sizeable gift to our organization. 
Marti recognizes that reunions are expen-
sive. The TBAA board scrambles each 
reunion with creative financing to make 
deposits while assuring the lowest possible 
prices. However, with professional sports 
teams (football and hockey for now) 
coming to town, reunion pricing will only 
go up. Marti’s sizeable future gift will help 
offset rising costs. Invested wisely, it is 
quite possible to use only the dividends 
and leave the principal in place. 
In the meantime, we need everyone’s help.
While we wait for the gift, it is imperative 
that we show our thanks by matching her 
generosity as a group. Tiered giving has 
never really been a strong suit of ours.  
That needs to change. Depending on 

sponsorships and donations from a dozen 
or so members must end.
The TBAA checkbook takes a significant 
hit come reunion time to pay deposits.
Our dues structure just doesn’t cut it 
anymore.  We lose about 45 TBAA alumni 
between reunions now.  Our early teams 
are passing, and our rolls that once 
increased in the 70s, 80s, and 90s are now 
a stagnant roll call reflecting the new 
members and saying goodbye to the old. 
Fundraising ideas are a short-term fix. 
This has been attempted time and time 
again and the profits are marginal. 
Understand that the TBAA cannot wait 
for Marti’s gift to hit the bank any time 
soon. We’ve planned for it, but we must all 
unite and now make small, affordable, and 
consistent contributions.
Encourage those alumni “out there” to 
become dues-paying members.  We are 
a wonderful organization and we should 
have everyone on board 
Don’t let the work fall to the few on the 
board who work their collective buns off 
to throw a reunion. Get involved. If you 
cannot be involved, pay your lifetime 
dues, and give consistently with additional 
tiered giving.

Charitable Giving, Marti Fenton and the TBAA
By Constantine “Chachi” Tzavaras (#7, 2015-2017) TBAA Director 2015-2017

TBAA Tiered Giving

FALCON ($100+)

Lockheed Martin

Flightline America
Lloyd “Fig” Newton

Pratt & Whitney

Mo Beale
Martin Fenton

Chuck Lombardo
L3 Communications

Constantine “Chachi”  Tzavaras

Dan Cherry
Geico

Francisco Levy

Rich Copp
Dennis Hood
Jim Klimesh
Reed Lutz

Rich Pogue

Chris Allen

Kirk Alexander
Tim Coy

Robert Fry
Jim Soulliere
Larry Wing

THUNDERCHIEF
($1,000+)

PHANTOM ($500+)

TALON ($250+)

THUNDERSTREAK
($5,000+)

SABRE ($2,000+)

THUNDERJET
($10,000+)

2019 Air Show Season Schedule
MARCH
 23-24 Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz. – 

Thunder and Lightning Over Arizona
 30-31 Travis AFB, Calif. – Thunder Over the Bay

APRIL
 6-7 Waco, Texas – Heart of Texas Air Show
 27-28 Seymour Johnson AFB, N.C. –
  Wings Over Wayne Open House

MAY
 4-5 Keesler, AFB, Miss. – Thunder Over the 

Sound Air Show
 11-12 JB Andrews, Md. – JB Andrews Air Show
 18 Kirtland AFB, N.M. – Kirtland AFB Air Show
 25-26 Wantagh, N.Y. – Jones Beach Air Show
 30 USAF Academy, Colo.

JUNE
 1-2 Offutt AFB, Neb. – Defenders of 

Freedom Air Show
 8-9 Fort Wayne, Ind. – Fort Wayne Air Show
 15-16 Mankato, Minn. – Minnesota 

Air Spectacular
 22-23 Dayton, Ohio – Dayton Air Show
 29-30 Traverse City, Mich.

JULY
 13-14 Rionegro, Antioquia, Colombia
 20-21 Fargo, N.D. – Fargo Air Show
 24 Cheyenne, Wyo. – Cheyenne Frontier Days
 27-28 Milwaukee, Wis. – Milwaukee Air and 

Water Show

AUGUST
 10-11 Abbotsford, British Columbia – Abbotsford 

International Air Show
 17-18 Sioux Falls, S.D. – Sioux Falls Air Show
 21 Atlantic City, N.J. – Atlantic City Air Show
 24-25 Rochester, N.Y. – Rochester International 

Air Show

AUGUST 31 - SEPTEMBER 2
 31-2 Cleveland, Ohio – Cleveland National 

Air Show

SEPTEMBER
 7-8 Grissom ARB, Ind. – Grissom Air Reserve 

Base Air Show
 14-15 Reno, Nev. – National Championship 

Air Races
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INTRODUCTIONS OF CANDIDATES. . .
Eleven People Campaigning for Six Positions on the TBAA Board of Directors

Chris Allen, Photographer, 1988-91
Chris has had a long career managing public 
relations and community programs in Cheyenne, 
Wyo., where he also has been a Frontier Days 
volunteer for nearly 20 years. “I am proud to have 
called myself a Lifetime Member of the TBAA 
since leaving the team nearly three decades ago. 
Like many who have worn the Thunderbird uni-
form, the formative experiences I enjoyed as a 

young Airman on the Team shaped my professional life and formed a 
foundation for my career in service to others. My primary interests in 
serving on the TBAA Board of Directors are to enthusiastically sup-
port our current team, celebrate our beloved squadron’s rich heritage, 
foster a deeper recognition of all those who have worn the patch and 
embrace innovative ways for alumni to reconnect with one another.”

Steven Chealander, Left Wing/Narrator, 
1981-84
“I am enthusiastically volunteering to serve, in 
any capacity, on the TBAA! My purpose in serving 
on the Board is to give back to the Thunderbird 
Family for the incredible opportunity and expe-
rience I’ve had of being a Thunderbird! One of 
my most vivid memories of my time on the Team 
was when adversity struck – the Thunderbird 

Alumni were immediately there and their support and outreach for 
our Team was overwhelming! My intention is to repay that sup-
port. The Thunderbirds have given me so much for which I will 
forever be grateful! I have missed only one Reunion since I left the 
Team and intend to not miss another. Once a Thunderbird Always a 
Thunderbird.

Rick Copp, QA Superintendent, 1994-96
Rick is currently a volunteer at the Hill Aerospace 
Museum in Roy, Utah after retiring from his sec-
ond career as a Manufacturing/Quality Engineer 
with The Boeing Company and Lockheed Martin 
Aeronautics Company. He is also the Executive 
Director of an International F-111 reunion com-
mittee. Rick shared, “We learned during our time 
on the team that the USAF Thunderbirds is a 

cohesive team of ordinary individuals accomplishing extraordinary 
things. We are an awesome Team, because those before us set high 
standards and we worked hard everyday to maintain them. I think 
most, if not all of us, benefited career-wise from being a part of this 
amazing group. I am one who did and I would be honored to have the 
opportunity to serve as a member of the TBAA Board of Directors 
and give back to the team and its Alumni. I think it is important to 
preserve our history and tradition I would like to do my part to keep 
this amazing fraternity/sorority alive, encourage membership and 
ensure the reunion is a memorable experience. Once a Thunderbird 
Always a Thunderbird!

Tim Coy, NCOIC Admin, 1982-84
“I’m Tim Coy and I just retired from 42 years of 
federal service, including 27 years on active duty 
and 15 years in the Civil Service. I have a unique 
background as an NCO, an officer and a civil 
servant at the OSD level. I have maintained an 
intense interest in the Team since my first year in 

1982 when we were struggling with the loss of four Team members 
after the horrible diamond crash. I’ve celebrated with my teammates 
in the good times and I’ve mourned with them through our difficult 
times.  In 42 years of service, this experience ranks as the absolute 
best of my career. I have maintained close contact with many of 
my fellow teammates over the past 37 years. My desire for being on 
the Board of Directors is to keep our legacy strong and help create 
a bond between the past, present and future patch wearers. I look 
forward to helping all of us maintain our proud heritage as Air Force 
Ambassador’s in Blue and would appreciate your support in allowing 
me to contribute my time and energy on your Board of Directors.”

Rick Deason, NCOIC Ops Admin, 1985-87
“Although it’s been many years since I’ve been on 
the Team or active duty, it’s amazing to me when I 
reconnect with those to share that common bond, 
it’s like it was just yesterday. When I have taken 
my kids and grandkids to local air shows to watch 
the Team perform, it still gives me goosebumps. 
It’s an amazing experience to serve with many of 
you that are part of the TBAA today. Although it’s 

important to preserve our history and legacy of our time on the team, 
we also need to respect the current team’s traditions as well. Over the 
past year there has been progress in bringing that gap closer as you 
see more people serving and joining the Alumni Facebook. There 
is more work to do, and I believe that I have the background and 
experience to help shrink that gap. Remember the current team will 
be the voice of the future, we can show them the passion we have and 
they will be able to carry it forward as they become the Ambassadors 
in Blue for Alumni and future teams.

Al Eakle, Air Show Coordinator, 1989-91
Al retired with over 41 years in USAF active duty 
and reserve, and 15 years civil service. He served on 
the TBAA Board of Directors as Communications 
Chairman from 2010-2013, and reunion co-chair 
in 2011 and 2013. As a paid employee, he edited 
ThunderRolls and served as web master from 2014-17 
and Administrative Assistant from Jan. 2016 to May 
2018. “During my eight years involvement with the 

TBAA, I chaired the 2015 reunion, got ThunderRolls back on track 
coming out three times a year, redesigned the website to include 
applications for mobile devices, brought TBAA into the 21st century 
by enabling the use of credit cards for payments, and generated over 
$40K in revenue through merchandise sales and sponsorships. My 
one-and-a-half year break will end if elected to another term on the 
Board starting in 2020. I’m ready to go back to work as there’s still a 
lot to be done.”

Johnathan Greene, Right Wing, 2000-01
“I would be honored to assist as a volunteer in any 
capacity for the TBAA. I appreciate everything 
the Association does and want to contribute. If 
selected, I will focus my efforts on growing the 
TBAA, maintaining our traditions without hinder-
ing progress, and providing unobtrusive support 
to the team and local community. I am excited 
about this opportunity and am ready to serve. As 

a Las Vegas resident, I live in the hometown of the Thunderbirds and 
can readily support the TBAA mission.”
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Steve Markham, Asst Crew Chief #7, 
#8/COSO, 1986-89 
After serving in the Air Force, in 1989 Steve 
worked for Lockheed as a sheet metal Specialist 
for wing and horizontal stab. upgrades and 
changes to the F-15 and implementation require-
ments of TCTOs as needed at OTIS ANG 
and Tyndall AFB. In 1993, Steve was hired by 
King Aerospace to work on the E9A program 

at Tyndall. Steve was assigned to document on AUTOCAD and 
ensured blueprinted change information was consistent between 
the two assigned aircraft. In 1997, Steve chartered a career change 
in Information Technology, by working as an IT Specialist for Ayers 
Database. Steve eventually became a partner in the company and 
currently serves as the Director of Technical Services for Ayers. On 
Jan. 1, 2019, Steve partnered with a former team member as the 
Vice President and Co-Founder/Co-Owner of American Aviation 
Maintenance and Restoration Company (AAMR), which is based in 
Cleveland, Texas. AAMR specializes in all General Aviation aircraft, 
Flight School maintenance management, Warbird maintenance and 
management. “My desire is to bring to the team my business exper-
tise and to ensure that current team members know and have a 
chance to join prior to leaving the team.

Lisa McLain, Ground Radio 1994-96
Lisa is currently a Military Service Coordinator 
for the Department of Veterans Affairs in 
Charleston, S.C. “While we don’t all bleed red, 
white and blue, all who have worn the patch and 
been a part of this squadron hold a special bond” 
says McLain. “My vision for the Thunderbird 
Alumni Association is to continue to grow that 
bond between past, present and future Alumni. 

While traditions may not be the same today as they were when ‘I was 
on the team’, the U.S. Air Force is not the same either. We, as Alumni, 
should continue to support each other as well as the current team and 
continue that camaraderie we have with one another.”

Jim Olschlager, Chief Crew #5, #7 & #8, 
1982-86
“During my Air Force career, I had the opportu-
nity to visit Thunderbird teams while performing 
my duties in VIP airlift. When staying overnight 
I would park my C-21 inside the Thunderbird 
hangar, which would allow me to interface with 
the teams of that era. I always looked forward 
to this opportunity. After my 22-year Air Force 

Career, I became a Nevada State Trooper serving the state for 18 
years, and at times I continued to work with the Team on numerous 
projects until my retirement in 2016. Now that I’ve retired from both 
active duty and the Nevada Highway Patrol, I have time to give back 
to my passion and am asking your support to help me serve on the 
Alumni Association Board of Directors. I want to continue the legacy 
of connecting our past generations with the current and future team 
members. I strongly believe its rich history needs to be accurate, pro-
tected, understood and passed along to future generations.

Dan Wilber, Photographer, 1979-82
“I have been a Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
Lifetime member for 37 years. I still maintain con-
tact with the team and my fellow brothers and sis-
ters. ‘As many of you, I consider my Thunderbirds’ 
time to be an absolute honor and highlight, of not 
only my military career, but my civilian career as 
well. I attend reunions as often as I am able. The 
last reunion I attended was 2017. As I am getting 

closer to civilian retirement, I am planning on attending all future 
reunions and serving as a photographer at gatherings. My desire to 
join the TBAA Board of Directors is to “pay it forward” and help 
wherever I can to keep our proud legacy alive and to provide a link 
between the retired and active patch wearers. As a former team pho-
tographer, I have had the pleasure of covering reunions and provid-
ing long-lasting memories of past reunions at no charge. I want to 
continue using my time and talents to support our Alumni.

Email six choices to: 
   jimdye777@gmail.com
   Be sure to include your 
   full name in the text.
OR
Mail this ballot to:
   Jim Dye, TBAA Elections
   17294 W. 60th Court
   Arvada, CO  80403-7435

INTRODUCTIONS OF CANDIDATES. . .
Eleven People Campaigning for Six Positions on the TBAA Board of Directors

Chris Allen Steven Chealander Rick Copp

Al Eakle

Tim Coy Rick Deason

Steve MarkhamJohnathan Greene Jim Olschlager Dan WilberLisa McLain

Ballots must be received by June 30 to Jim Dye.Choose Six
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By Steve “Jetro” Chealader (Left Wing/Narrator, 1981-84)

Brother and Sister Birds,
I spent last Friday, Nov. 9 with the 2018 Thunderbirds. I was 
honored to be invited to attend the briefing for the 2018 
Thunderbirds last show, the Creech Appreciation Show 
at Creech, AFB in Indian Springs for all you Old Heads. 
Following the briefing, I jumped in the car with #9, #10 
and the new #8 and rode up to Indian Springs to watch the 
Creech Appreciation Show. Emotions were running high 
within me as I remembered my last show 34 years ago, but 
also running high within all of the Thunderbirds as they 
carried out their assigned duties knowing this was their last 
show of this year. The Team flew a great show and I was so 
very proud as I watched. My emotions also ran high as I 
thought of all of us that have had the incredible opportunity 
to wear the patch. We were Thunderbirds then, and these 
young faces are Thunderbirds now. They are the same as us, 
except younger and they carry on the Legacy we left behind 
with the same pride and devotion to the Patch that we did.
The jets recovered back at Nellis and we drove back to 
the Hangar. There was food and drink in the Perch and a 
bounce house set up for the kids. An end-of-season party 
ensued. As the party was ongoing, the Boss grabbed a 
mic and called the party to order. Boss Walsh made a few 
remarks and he handed me the mic to make a presentation. 
Director Chuck Lombardo, Director Mark Thome and 
I then made a few remarks to the gathered Thunderbirds. 
We congratulated the Team for a successful and great 2018 
season. We then presented a belt, shown in the picture, 
to every active Thunderbird on the 2018 and 2019 Team. 
We explained that this belt is being presented on behalf 

of the Thunderbirds 
Alumni Association and 
all Thunderbirds Alumni 
that have ever worn the 
Patch before them. It is a 
small gesture with a big 
meaning, that we are ONE 
team – past and present. 

Once a Thunderbird Always 
a Thunderbird! We also 
explained that this is not a 

one-time thing but will be done in perpetuity. The Alumni 
Association will, at time intervals to be determined, pres-
ent a belt to new Thunderbirds that have come on the Team 
since the last presentation. Also, all and only Thunderbird 
Alumni will be able to purchase a belt through the Alumni 
Association. Logistics to be determined.
The Thunderbirds that received their belt in the Hangar 
that Friday were genuinely proud to receive it. I left the 
Thunderbirds 34 years ago, but I felt like I was a part of this 
2018 Team and I believe they felt a part of mine! I am so 
very proud to be a Thunderbird!

Once a Thunderbird Always a Thunderbird!

Thunderbird Belt Closeout 60th Anniversary 
Items 50% Off

The most Thunderbird leadership in one picture.

Bottom row, left to right:
Dick Catledge,1953-54; Jack Broughton, 1954-57; Hoot Gibson, 
1961-63; Neil Eddins, 1967-68; Tom Swalm, 1970-72; Roger 
Parrish, 1973-74; Chris Patterakis, 1975-76; Dan Cherry, 1977-78; 
Jim Latham, 1982-83.

Top row, left to right:
Larry Stellmon, 1984-85; Roger Riggs, 1986-87; Steve 
Anderson, 1994-95; Ron Mumm, 1996-97; Brian Bishop, 1998-99, 
John Venable, 2000-01; Richard McSpadden, 2002-03 and Mike 
Chandler, 2004-06.

(Photo from TBAA Archives)

REUNION FLASHBACK

Thunderbird belt for online purchase at 
www.thunderbirdsalumni.org ($30). 
You must log in as an alumni with your 
password to purchase.

F-16 Las Vegas 60 Years of Thunderbirds

The collectible posters shown will sell for $15 each and are 
16” x 20”. The 60th Anniversary coin set is only $50 and the 
60th Anniversary individual coins are $10 each. Purchase 
items through our website at www.thunderbirdsalumni.org. 
For more information call Jody Roberts at 813-284-0338.

50th An iversary
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NOTE: There may be some time between an individual’s death and when we print an 
obituary. They are printed after the Thunderbirds Alumni Association receives them. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to the family members and friends of these cherished members 
of the Thunderbirds family.
Retired Col Bill Alden (Commander 1962-64) passed away in 2007. We will post more 
information as we receive it.
Retired MSgt Norm Clermont (Pneudraulics 1963-66) passed away on August 21, 
2018. His is survived by his wife, Monique and two sons.
Retired MSgt John Lozanski (CC#3/CC#8 1969-72) passed away in Dallas, TX on July 
10, 2018. He is survived by his wife, Lynn; four children and ten grandchildren.
Retired MSgt Jose “Joe” Montano (Crew Chief #3 1966-68) passed away on March 15, 
2019. He is survived by his wife, Betty; two daughters; four grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. 
Retired Col Roger Parrish (Commander/Leader 1972-75) passed away in Mesa, AZ on 
January 12. He is survived by his wife, Bette. His graveside service was March 22 at the 
Phoenix National Veterans Cemetery.
Barney “B.W.” Presley (Corrosion Control 1964-65) passed away on February 16. He is 
survived by his wife of 66 years and his sons.
Gary Saltsgiver (Public Affairs 1972-74) passed away at Vanderbilt Medical Center on 
October 14, 2018. He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Susan; two daughters and four 
grandchildren. His daughter Lindsey was a recipient of the first round of TBAA scholarships.

THUNDERBIRDS ON THE MOVE . . .
Brig Gen Richard Boutwell (Left Wing/Slot 2000-2002) moves from Director, Regional 
Affairs, Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, International Affairs, 
Pentagon, Washington, DC to Director, Coalition Air Advisory Training Team; Director, 
Air Operations, CJTF-OIR; Commander, 321st Air Expeditionary Wing; and Deputy 
Commander, 9th Air Expeditionary Task Force-Levant, Baghdad, Iraq.
Brig Gen Case A. Cunningham (Commander/Leader 2010-11) moved from 
Commander of 18th Fighter Wing, Pacific Air Forces, Kadena AB, Japan to Deputy 
Director, Operations, J-3, Headquarters United States Indo-Pacific Command, Camp 
H.M. Smith, Hawaii.
Retired Col Eric Schnaible (Public Affairs 1993-94) has moved from his position 
as F-35 Communications Manager, Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company in Fort 
Worth, Texas to become the Commercial & Global Military Systems & Services 
Communications Manager, Sikorsky, a Lockheed Martin Company, Trumbull, Conn.
Retired Col Chris Stricklin (Solo 2003) was announced as the founding President of 
Dunn University.

TBAA WELCOMES NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS
Retired SMSgt Nick Fax (Electrician/ACC#2/QA 1984-87); Maj Branden Felker 
(Narrator 2018-2019); Retired Lt Col Dan Mattioda (Environmental Systems 1990-93); 
Justin McCormick (Aircraft Maint./CC#7/CC#5 2002-06); TSgt Stephen Sheppard 
(Support/Phase/Phase Doc Chief/Swings 2013-2018); and TSgt Stefan Zapata (Avionics/
DCC #8/Asst Spec Flt Chief 2015-2018).

NOTES FROM THE TBAA OFFICE
Hello Brother and Sister Thunderbirds,
Reunion planning is well underway. We’ll be 
looking for volunteers in numerous areas during 
the event. If you are interested, send me an email at AdminTBAA@brighthouse.com.
Warmly, 
Jody Roberts 

This is the first issue of ThunderRolls to be 
printed in 2019 for members of the Thunderbirds 
Alumni Association. Submissions (including high 
resolution photos in jpeg format) may be emailed to 
Jody at adminTBAA@brighthouse.com. Submission 
does not guarantee publication and editorial staff 
may edit for style and content.

TBAA Board of Directors
Chairman 
Mike “Mo” Beale (1990-91)

Vice Chairman 
Paul “Sticky” Strickland (1991-92)

Secretary 
John “Fitz” Fitzgerald (1981-84)

Treasurer 
DeAnn “D” Denzer (1998-01)

Director 
Kirk Alexander (1988-91)

Director 
Jim Dye (1995-99)

Director 
Dylan Hulbert (1996-2000)

Director  
Chuck Lombardo (1971-75)

Director  
Bob Purtiman (1997-2001)

Director 
Mark Thome (1987-91)

Director 
Bill Zink (1992-96)

Administration/ThunderRolls Editor 
Jody Roberts (1988-91)

Historian 
Carol Knotts

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association would 
like to thank Lockheed Martin for its continued 
support of ThunderRolls and the TBAA.
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Ronald E. Catton (Solo, 1962-64)

Question: When was the first time you became 
aware of Thunderbirds?
Ron: Luke AFB in the Spring of 1954 attending 
gunnery school.
Question: What made you apply for the team?
Ron: “Hoot” Gibson suggested it after my excit-
ing ferry trip to Scott AFB and return. You know 

the story Zero/Zero GCA at Scott and Runway Pirouette at Kirkland.
Question: What was your favorite show location?
Ron: Paris Airshow and flyoff against the Italian Team at Aviano in 
1963. Unofficial euro-media world champs.
Question: What was your funniest experience while on the team? 
Ron: High altitude Air Show over Air Force Academy. Right Wing 
Ralph Brooks nudged Slot Bob “Ding” Bell during change-rover loop.  
Ding in an excited voice, “Ralph, did you hit me?” Ralph’s reply, in 
deep west Texas drawl, “No Ding, ah didn’t hit you.” “OH YES YOU 
DID!” Ding exclaimed excitedly and announced, “I’m leaving,’” where 
upon our cool and calm flight leader “Hoot” Gibson announced, 
“SLOT, YOU LEAVE, AND YOU’RE DONE!” Ding didn’t leave, the 
show must go on, right?
Question: What was an Emotional “what it meant to me” experience?                                                                                              
Ron: Just flying as valued stick buddy with the likes of Hoot Gibson, 
Ralph Brooks, Bill Hosmer, Ding Bell, Jerry Larson, Bobby Moore, 

Paul Kauttu, Gene Devlin, Billy Higginbotham, Jerry Shockley and 
Clarence Langerude was an incredible, multi-faceted experience in 
and of itself. These guys were considered among the best of the best 
at the time, and to be one of them was a lifetime peak experience 
for me. And having been a Thunderbird demo pilot – that followed 
me the rest of my career as I’m sure it did for everyone. It especially 
created high expectations in Vietnam as a Mission Commander (16-
20 F-4 aircraft on 36 CAP missions in RP VI), as a Staff Officer in the 
Pentagon briefing Generals on a weekly basis, along with Squadron 
and Wing Commander assignments in ATC.
And guess what? It was then Colonel Paul Kauttu at the Pentagon 
who proactively “coordinated” with General Simler (our former 
Colonel Wing Commander at Nellis and Honorary Thunderbird) my 
assignment as a Squadron Commander to ATC from the Pentagon. 
Small world, huh? :=)
As a former Thunderbird, “my cup did runneth over” big time!
Warmest Regards, Ron

11130 Rodeo Lane, Riverview, FL 33579

Email: adminTBAA@brighthouse.com
Phone: 813-284-0338

Thunderbird Spotlight

THUNDERBIRD TRIVIA
Where and when did the 

Thunderbirds do their first 
international show? 

And during that trip, how many 
countries did the Team visit?

Mexico City, Mexico on Jan. 17, 1954. 
The first international trip was from 
Jan. 17 to Feb. 13, 1954 and the team 
visited 11 countries. 

Q A


