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1/14/2010 - NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE, Nev. - 
After being listed as missing in action for more 
than 40 years, a Thunderbird pilot killed in 
Southeast Asia returned to the location of his last 
Air Force assignment Jan. 14 for a celebration  
of his life among a sea of family and peers.

“Today, we welcome Maj. Russell C. Goodman 
home,” said Brig. Gen. Russell J. Handy, 
57th Wing commander, during a funeral 
service with full military honors at the  
U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron 
hangar. “We welcome him home to the  
United States, welcome him home to Nellis 
Air Force Base and welcome him home  
to the Thunderbirds.” 

Major Goodman served as Thunderbird No. 8, 
the team’s advance pilot and narrator, from 1964-
65. While assigned to squadron, he was selected 
to serve as a liaison officer between the Air Force 
and the U.S. Navy. 

On Feb. 20, 1967, just days after completing  
a combat mission for which he earned the  
Silver Star for saving a downed aircrew, he and 
his weapons systems officer, Cdr. (ret.) Gary L. 
Thornton, were flying an F-4B Phantom fighter 
from the USS Enterprise during a bombing 
mission against a railroad siding in North 
Vietnam. At a point about eight miles south of 
the city Thanh Hóa, they were struck by enemy 
anti-aircraft fire and their plane exploded. 

Commander Thornton was able to eject at just 
250 feet altitude, but Goodman did not escape. 
Commander Thornton survived and was held 
captive until his release in 1973.

Commander Thornton recounted his time 
with Major Goodman during the service and  
with words of solace and grace said, “That day, 
a husband, a father and a friend was lost. I  
lost a mentor and my professional big brother. 
I am honored to be here to see him come home. 
We welcome home a hero, a professional and 
a patriot.”

“Major Goodman represents the thousands of 
American heroes who have put their name in to 
serve and sacrifice so others won’t have to,” said 
General Handy. “Today the number of missing 
service men who gave their lives in service of our 
nation is now one lower, now that he is home.”

With Major Goodman’s return, there are now 556 
Airmen, 550 Soldiers, 369 Sailors, 213 Marines 

and 32 civilians still unaccounted for who served 
in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam era.

“America has long honored the pledge of 
leaving no man behind,” according to Maj. Rick 
Goodman (no relation), current Thunderbird  
No. 5, lead solo pilot, and organizer of the funeral 
service. “The U.S. Government, Department of  
Defense and the U.S. Air Force have a mission  
to account for those who sacrifice; that  
mission includes bringing these heroes home 
to their families.”

Major Goodman is survived by three children: 
Sue Stein of Soldotna, Alaska; Christine 
Stonebraker, of San Diego, Calif.; and Russ 
Goodman of Butler, Ind. There also are seven 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. His 
wife and high school sweetheart June Goodman 
passed away Nov. 10 – just six days before the 
family was notified that Major Goodman’s 
remains had been positively identified.

THUNDERROLLS
Thunderbird Returns to Nellis  
for Final Farewell
By Tech Sgt. Russ Martin
U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds Public Affairs

Maj. Russell C. Goodman was assigned to the Thunderbirds when he was killed in action in Vietnam Feb. 20, 
1967. He was flying with the U.S. Navy on an exchange program at the time of his loss.



Chairman’s Welcome
Welcome, Brother and Sister Birds, to the new decade and your latest Thunder Rolls. I found 
it awkward saying “two-thousand-and-x” for the last nine years . . . but it’s “twenty-ten,” 
baby! That has a nice ring to it. And I hope we can all begin the decade with an upbeat and 
optimistic outlook.

This issue will focus on Reunion 2009 and the memorial at Nellis AFB for former 
Thunderbird No. 8 (64-65) Russell Goodman and introduce the 2010 team led by Lt. Col. 
Case Cunningham. 

The show season is upon us, and we hope if the team makes it to a town near you, you get 
out, wave the colors and meet this newest generation of the Air Force’s finest!

If you rely solely on Thunder Rolls for your team news, I want to make sure you are aware 
of the other venues now available for news and social interaction. We publish an electronic 
newsletter (eNewsletter) quarterly – more often if needed – that focuses on the current news. 
All you need is an e-mail address, and it will be sent directly to you. Public libraries now have computers for this purpose. We 
also have a Facebook page courtesy of Airshow Al Eakle. It’s a member, not public, site and you are welcome to join. And lastly, 
we have our website. You can find links and/or contact info within this issue for all these media. 

Because Thunder Rolls timelines are difficult to predict, we will concentrate on presenting relatively timeless material in an 
attempt to keep it relevant and interesting. Perishable news will be sent in the eNewsletter, and Facebook will encompass just 
about everything. 

I would also like to take the opportunity to welcome six new alumni who have joined five others in comprising the 2010-11 
Thunderbirds Alumni Association Board of Directors.

The 2010-11 board includes –

Steve Andersen, Chairman (Commander/Leader, 1994-95)

Brian Bishop, Vice Chairman (Commander/Leader, 1998-99)

Sarah Johnson-Robles, Secretary (Administration, 1974-76) 

R. D. Evans, Treasurer (Solo, 1979-81)

Joe Barron, Reunion Chair (Sleeve, 1996-98)

Al Eakle, Communications Chair (Airshow Coordinator, 1989-91)

Jason Haag, Director (Public Affairs, 1998-2002)

Mike Byrne, Director (Operations Officer, 1999-2000) 

Gail “Scar” Scarbrough, Nominating/Election Chair (Solo, 1978-79)

Matt Modleski, Director (Solo, 1996-97)

And finally, I would like to extend my deepest thanks to all the 2008-2009 board members who recently completed their terms. 

They include Mary Kochel, Dave Branks, Steve Chealander, Jim Curry, Brock McMahon and the late Jack Brown who we lost 

in October. Your dedication and service to this association is the fuel that drives us and the glue that binds us. 

I hope you enjoy this issue.

Sincerely,

Steve Andersen (Commander/Leader, 1994-95)
TBAA Chairman
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Chief Master Sgt. (ret.) Paul E. MacDonald (Maintenance Superintendent, 
1969-72) suffered a massive stroke and passed away peacefully Sept. 22 
while at the Maine Veterans’ Home in Bangor. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated Sept. 26 at St. Paul the Apostle, St. Matthew Catholic 
Church, in Hampden, Maine, and he was interred with military honors at 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Brewer, Maine. Paul was preceded in death by his 
wife of 45 years, Maureen, and a daughter, Debra. He is survived by  
his children, Susan Dumont and husband Rodney, Curtiss MacDonald and 
wife Nancy, and Paul A. MacDonald and wife Barb; three grandchildren; 
and a brother, David. 

Chief Master Sgt. (ret.) Jack G. Brown (Material Control/#4 Assistant  
Crew Chief, 1975-77) passed away Oct. 23, after losing his battle to cancer. 
At the time of his death, Jack was continuing to serve his fellow alumni as a 
member of the TBAA board of directors. Funeral services with full military 
honors were held Oct. 26 at Brookside Funeral Home and Memorial Gardens 
in Millbrook, Ala. Jack is survived by his daughters, Jennifer Pestrichelli 
and husband Rick, and Christin Kresnak and husband Chris; and four 
grandchildren. Both families reside in Millbrook, Ala. Condolences may be 
sent to Jennifer Pestrichelli, 1258 Old Prattville Rd., Millbrook, AL 36054. 

Lt. Col. (ret.) William Maxey (Supply Pilot, 1959-61) passed away Jan. 18 
of complications from Parkinson’s. A Memorial Mass was held Jan. 27 at St. 
Margaret Mary Catholic Church in Winter Park, Fla., and he was interred at 
Arlington National Cemetery May 14. Bill is survived by his wife of 50 years, 
Sue; his son Eric and wife Tiffany, daughter Michelle Burdette and husband 
Dan, daughter Jennifer Borelli and husband Jorge; eight grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren; and a brother, Gene. Address: 2819 Will-O-The-Green 
Street, Winter Park, FL 32792. 

Maj. (ret.) James Michael “Jim” Jiggens (Narrator/Left Wing, 1978-81) 
was hospitalized following a fall Jan. 15. He returned home Feb. 2 and passed 
away at home Feb. 3. A memorial service and interment of Jim’s ashes took 

place at Arlington National Cemetery. He is survived by his wife, Barbe, and 
daughters, Jamie and Kayce.

Master Sgt. (ret.) Daniel Luney Jr. (Crew Chief #5, 1986-89) passed away 
Feb. 17 after a sudden illness, while in Salisaw, Okla. Services were held  
Feb. 20 at the Ulmer Funeral Home Chapel in Carthage, Mo. Danny is 
survived by his wife, Lynda; four children, Faze, Autumn, Chasin and 
Rapids; his mother, Judy Mitchell; grandmother, Opal Gipson; two brothers, 
Don Luney and Dino Wiggin; and three sisters, Kathy Miller, Connie Shull 
and Amanda Luney. Address: 9101 Ginger Lane, Carthage, MO 64836.

U.S. Army CW3 (ret.) Gary Lawrence (Material Control, 1973-75) passed 
away June 7, following a long battle with cancer. Following his tour with the 
Thunderbirds, Gary transferred to the Army to fly helicopters and worked for 
Sikorsky Aircraft after his military retirement. Two Black Hawk helicopters 
performed a flyby as he was interred at the Herman Cemetery in Bono, 
Ark., June 16. Gary is survived by a son, Phillip, of Mansfield, Texas, and a 
daughter, Brandi Leigh, of San Antonio, Texas. The family asks that anyone 
who has a fond memory or story about Gary to please e-mail it directly to 
philliplawrence@yahoo.com. 

Tech. Sgt. (ret.) Kai Kastrup (Aircraft Engine Mechanic, Quality Assurance 
1989-92) lost his battle to colon cancer June 11. A graveside service with full 
military honors was held June 23 at the Massachusetts National Cemetery in 
Bourne. Kai is survived by two sons, Nicholas and Christopher Kastrup, and 
a daughter, Erin Rose Kastrup, all from Oregon; his father, Eugene Kastrup, 
of North Waterboro, Maine; and two sisters, Diane Foster and husband 
Jeffrey and their daughter, Kylie, of Sandwich, Mass., and Patricia Bingham 
and husband David of Bowdoin, Maine. Condolences to the family may be 
sent to Eugene Kastrup, 166 Crescent Drive, North Waterboro, ME 04061.

Gone, But Not Forgotten

Greetings, Thunderbirds! As many of you 
know, I took the reins here Jan. 15 from 
Lt. Col. Greg “Charger” Thomas. Colonel 
Thomas leaves the team after a fantastic 
two years with more than 138 official air 
demonstrations throughout the United 
States, Canada and a five-country Far East 
tour. His leadership of this outstanding 
squadron also ensured the success of the 
new F-16C Block 52 transition – these jets 
really do bring new meaning to the word 
power. I can’t imagine a bigger set of shoes 

to step into as an incoming commander/leader – outstanding job, Charger! 
I feel very humbled and honored not only to command this amazing group 
of Airmen, but also to follow in the footsteps of all who have performed this 
vital mission in the past. It is truly great to be a Thunderbird!

After our acceptance show in March, we began our 57th season representing 
the pride, precision and professionalism of the nearly 700,000 active duty, Air 
National Guard, Air Force Reserve and civilian Airmen serving around the 
world. Each year, the team’s media materials carry a stylized motif unique 
to that year. Because it is our 57th season and our parent wing is the 57th 

Wing, our outstanding Public Affairs shop 
tied the 57th Wing bulls-eye patch and the 
historic Thunderbird emblem into the 2010 
motif. The end result can be seen here. This 
is yet another enabler to allow us to talk 
about our ties to the warfighter and our pride 
in representing all of those who serve. We 
look forward to seeing many of you out on 
the road as we perform 73 shows across the 
United States and Canada. 

Our goal for 2010 – as it has been and always will be – is that when fellow 
Airmen, the public, parents and children alike see us – whether it is on the 
ground or in the air, on-duty or off-duty – that they will all be absolutely over-
whelmed with a powerful sense of pride in our Airmen, our Air Force and 
our country. As a team of Airmen representing the best of the United States 
Air Force and the highest standards of integrity, service and excellence to the 
American public and the world, we will continue to uphold the incredible 
tradition of America’s Ambassadors in Blue!

Lt. Col. Case Cunningham
Commander/Leader

From the Boss
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Thunderbirds 2009 Reunion Debrief
Editor’s note: Due to space, this article has been condensed from its 
original version. The full article can be found on the Thunderbirds 
Alumni website (http://thunderbirdsalumni.org).

Thank you all for attending this year’s Thunderbirds Reunion in Las Vegas, 
and for those who couldn’t make it, we hope to see you in 2011. I did 
not have a chance to formally thank 
many of the folks who worked hard 
on the reunion events. 

So let me simply list some of the folks 
who helped with this reunion and, 
while I’m sure I will miss someone, 
please know it is not an intentional 
slight. I want to recognize Doe 
Wilson, Scar Scarbrough, Chuck 
Ramey, Dan and Iona Cooley, Sarah 
Johnson-Robles and her husband Pete, 
Puck Quinn, Lefty Arlinghaus, Al 
Eakle, Boss Andersen, Mary Kochel 
and all the members of the Board 
who worked so hard to pull the event 
together. There were a lot of moving 
parts, and everyone gave a great effort 
in making things happen. I’d also 
like to call out a few of our sponsors 
whose support we rely on to keep the 
event costs down and the operational 
funds for the organization up. 
Lockheed Martin, Pratt & Whitney, 
American Airlines and Alliance 
Air/Aviation Services contributed 
generously to our organization, as 
did many other sponsors at varying 
levels. We appreciate the partnerships 
and friendships with each of these 
sponsors and want to say “thank you” 
one more time.

Like any other fighter mission, as your 2009 Thunderbirds Reunion 
chairman, I have conducted a thorough debrief of our 2009 reunion 
mission, and like most missions, some things went quite well and others 
are areas to improve upon. Please take the time to write your thoughts to 
us on the TBAA BOD as the planning has started for the 2011 reunion. 
If we’ve identified something as a debrief item, no need to re-identify 
the item; just give us your thoughts on the proposed solution. 

Our objectives for the reunion were fairly simple. We wanted to gather 
together through various events and share in the memories of our 
time on the team. We wanted to bring the Active Team back to the 
reunion in conjunction with their Fitz banquet, and we wanted to keep  
costs down due to the economic times in early 2009 when we had to 
make some commitments. Overall we met these objectives, but not 
without challenges. 

The first major change was to eliminate the Thursday events including 
golf and put everything into Friday. My thought was the extra day in 
Vegas was cost we could save, and so we made the leap and had a 
very busy Friday, especially for the golfers. My recommendation to Joe 

Baron based on dialogue with many of the golfers would be to go back 
to golf on Thursday as the only event. Golf at Nellis makes great sense. 
They have a brand-new club house, a course we’re all familiar with, 
reasonable pricing and easy access. 

After golf came a beautiful airshow by the Team and a real challenge 
with the food at the hangar lunch. 
It’s a tough format to control, and 
it was not an optimum outcome 
in terms of the lunch flow. The 
recommendation for 2011 is to 
simply have drinks and chips in 
the hangar and following the air 
show, head back to the hotel to start 
the Perch Party even earlier. We 
are not locked into any one option 
at this point, and the Active Team 
obviously has a great deal to do 
with the options in the hangar, but 
I want to be transparent with all of 
you in terms of lessons learned.

The Perch Party seemed to be the 
exact format many people were 
wanting for the Friday evening 
event, based on the feedback I have 
received so far. We could add a 
few more tables, but it was never 
designed to be banquet seating, and 
we wanted to encourage folks to 
mingle (like in the Perch). 

The Saturday banquet was fun, 
and the food, entertainment and 
interface with the Active Team 
was excellent. Like many reunions 
before, the seating remained the 
biggest challenge in terms of 
accommodating all of the needs/

requests. Just so you can understand the complexity of something that 
may look easy from the outside, it wasn’t until we had the final numbers 
(well after our established Oct. 19 cutoff) that we made a change from 
tables of 10 to tables of 8 because we had to move to a bigger room. 
We will look at all options on seating for 2011. Other changes we’ve 
discussed to compress the evening are having the entertainer play right 
after cocktail hour as a way to move people quickly to their seats and 
shortening the length of time for awards.

At the end of the reunion, I am always sad as I know it will be a couple 
more years until I see many of the folks who attend. This year I will 
admit a bit of relief as it was a lot of juggling, but in the end, I was a bit 
sad as well. The friendships we have through our connection to the best 
Team America has to offer (sorry, the Blues are simply the JV) will 
endure forever. It doesn’t matter whether it’s in a golf cart, at a banquet 
table or simply sitting at the South Point drinking coffee, I love being 
with all of you and always will. Thanks for the chance to serve.

Matt “Mods” Modleski
TBAA Reunion Chairman 2009 
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Lt. Col. Case Cunningham, from Argyle, Texas, 
is in his first season with the team as commander/
leader. Colonel Cunningham entered the Air Force 
in 1994 as a graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy, 
and before assignment to the team, he flew the F-22 

and served as director of operations, 43rd Fighter Squadron, Tyndall 
Air Force Base, Fla. He has logged more than 2,000 hours as an  
Air Force pilot, with more than 160 hours of combat experience  
and nearly 1,800 hours in the F-15, F-22 and F-16.

Maj. John Baum, from Lake Ronkonkoma, N.Y., is 
in his second season with the team as the left wing. 
Major Baum enlisted in the Air Force in 1993 as an 
Avionics Sensors Specialist and was commissioned 
after completing his degree with Embry-Riddle 

Aeronautical University in 1999. Before assignment to the team, he 
was the F-35 tactics development team lead and an F-16 instructor at 
the U.S. Air Force Weapons School, Nellis AFB, Nev. Major Baum 
has logged over 2,250 hours as an Air Force pilot, with more than  
265 hours of combat experience in the F-16C/D. 

Maj. John Gallemore, of Conroe, Texas, is in his 
first season with the team as the right wing. Major 
Gallemore entered the Air Force in 1999 from Texas 
A&M University. Before assignment to the team, 
he served as assistant chief of standardization and 

evaluation and was an F-16 instructor and evaluator pilot in the 
388th Fighter Wing, Hill AFB, Utah. Major Gallemore has logged 
more than 2,600 hours in trainer and fighter aircraft and more than  
1,200 hours in the F-16C/D, including 200 combat hours.

Maj. Sean Gustafson from Kenora, Ontario, in his 
second season with the team, is the team’s slot pilot. 
Major Gustafson entered the Air Force in 1997 from 
the University of Central Florida. Before assignment 
to the team, he was a U.S. Air Force Reservist as a 

training officer at the 93rd Fighter Squadron, Homestead Air Reserve 
Base, Fla. He is currently on military leave from Delta Air Lines, 
where he was flying a 767 as first officer on international routes from 
John F. Kennedy Airport, N.Y. He has logged over 2,300 hours as an 
Air Force F-16C/D pilot, with more than 80 hours in combat. 

Maj. Rick Goodman of Hot Springs, Ark., in his 
second season with the team, is currently the lead 
solo pilot. Major Goodman entered the Air Force in 
1997 as a graduate from the U.S. Air Force Academy, 
and before assignment to the team, he was an F-15E 

instructor pilot at the U.S. Air Force Weapons School at Nellis AFB, 
Nev. He has logged more than 2,700 hours, with over 1,800 hours in 
the F-15E and 350 hours in combat.

Capt. Aaron Jelinek from Clarkston, Wash., is in 
his first season with the team as the opposing solo 
pilot. Captain Jelinek entered the Air Force in 2001 
as a distinguished graduate from Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University, Prescott, Ariz. Before 

assignment to the team, Captain Jelinek was an F-16C evaluator 
and functional check flight pilot in the 56th Operations Group,  
Luke AFB, Ariz. He has logged more than 1,600 hours, with over 
1,300 hours in the F-16C/D and 230 hours of combat experience.

Lt. Col. Derek Routt from Buffalo, N.Y., in his second 
season with the team, is the operations officer for the 
Thunderbirds. Colonel Routt entered the Air Force in 
1992 from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. Before 
assignment to the team, he was assistant director 

of operations and a flight examiner in the F-15C/D, 65th Aggressor 
Squadron at Nellis AFB, Nev. Colonel Routt has been a member of  
the Air National Guard since 2006 and is sponsored by the state  
of Nevada. He has logged over 2,500 hours as an Air Force pilot,  
with more than 80 hours of combat experience.

Capt. Kristin Hubbard of Renton, Wash., in her first 
season with the Thunderbirds, is the advance pilot/
narrator. Captain Hubbard entered the Air Force in 2002 
from the University of Washington. Before assignment 
to the team, Captain Hubbard was an instructor pilot and 

flight commander in the 62nd Fighter Squadron, Luke AFB, Ariz., and  
was responsible for training new and returning active duty, Guard  
and Reserve F-16 pilots. Captain Hubbard has logged over 1,000 hours 
total flight time, with more than 800 hours in the F-16.

Capt. Thomas Bowden from Grand Island, Neb., is in 
his first season with the Thunderbirds as the team’s 
flight surgeon. Doctor Bowden enlisted in the Air 
Force in 1991 and served four years as a loadmaster. 
He obtained a bachelor’s degree from the University 

of Nebraska at Omaha and was commissioned upon entry into medical 
school at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. He completed 
a transitional residency with Texas Tech University Health Sciences 
Center, El Paso, Texas, in 2007 and was assigned to Little Rock AFB, 
Ark. He served as the 62nd Airlift Squadron flight surgeon for two 
years and logged more than 1,800 hours of flight time prior to being 
selected for the Thunderbirds.

Capt. Petrina Hanson is in her second season as the 
team’s executive officer. Captain Hanson enlisted in 
the Air Force as a personnel apprentice in 1995, a 
recipient of the Scholarship for Outstanding Airman 
to ROTC; she received her commission from the 

University of Texas, San Antonio. Before assignment to the team, 
Captain Hanson served as the officer in charge of force management 
operations with the 35th Mission Support Squadron at Misawa Air 
Base, Japan.

Maj. David Lemery from San Antonio, Texas, is in 
his second season as the Thunderbirds maintenance 
officer. Major Lemery entered the Air Force in 1999 as 
a distinguished ROTC graduate from the University 
of Texas at San Antonio. Before assignment to the 

team, Major Lemery served as the maintenance operations officer for 
the 46th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Eglin AFB, Fla.

Capt. Jason McCree from Pensacola, Fla., is in his 
second season as the Thunderbirds public affairs 
officer. He entered the Air Force from the University 
of West Florida in 2001. Before assignment to the 
team, Captain McCree served as the chief of public 

affairs for the 92nd Air Refueling Wing, Fairchild AFB, Wash. 

2010 Officers
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The TBAA would like to thank Lockheed Martin
for its continued support of Thunder Rolls.

Please send our TBAA super secretary, Doe Wilson, your newest
e-mail address, so she can update our alumni membership
directory: doewilson@aol.com

Thunder Rolls
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