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Thunderbirds F-16 Fighting Falcons fly in formation over Falcon Stadium  
as Air Force Academy graduates from the class of 2014 throw their caps 
into the air. This marked the team’s return after sequestratiom grounded 
them last year.

USAF Thunderbirds Alumni Association reunions do not always have 
to occur within the city limits of Las Vegas, Nev.

With that said, the 2014–15 Thunderbirds Alumni Association Board 
of Directors has kicked off a new alumni campaign called “Operation 
Grass Roots.” The campaign encourages alumni to formulate mini 
reunions during the 2014 airshow season.

So far, mini reunions have been held in Phoenix, Tucson, Colorado 
Springs and Oklahoma City in conjunction with the Thunderbirds 
team demonstrations. While there are no team performances this year 
in northwest Florida, a mini reunion is planned in Fort Walton Beach 
Sept. 4–6 (see story on Page 8).

“I’m really excited to see this new initiative take off on its own among 
alumni – self-initiated grass roots gatherings to show support for our  
fellow Thunderbirds,” said Jeff Remington, TBAA chairman. “It’s great 
to see the team spirit alive and growing as a result of these events.”

There are no set guidelines for the mini reunions. The event can be a 
picnic/barbecue, house get-together or meeting at a local restaurant. 
The mini reunions are a great way to network, socialize and connect 
with the Thunderbirds extended family in your home state.

“Take a look at the remaining season schedule in this issue,” 
Remington said, “and if the team is performing at a show site near 
you, take the initiative to come out to the show and consider joining, 
or better yet, co-organizing an opportunity to get together with fellow 
alumni from your neck of the woods.”

Those who would like to volunteer and organize a mini reunion can 
email Al Eakle (al.eakle@gmail.com) with event details. He’ll help  
publicize the event in the alumni Facebook group and TBAA website.

Association Kicks Off  
Mini Reunion Campaign

Former Demo Pilots Sought for Oshkosh Event
Organizers for the Experimental Aircraft 
Association AirVenture Oshkosh are looking 
for former Thunderbirds demonstration pilots 
(Thunderbirds #1 through #6) to participate  
in “An Evening With the Thunderbirds” on 
Friday, Aug. 1.

“Every evening during our weeklong event, 
there is a presentation on-site at the Theater  
in the Woods,” said Skip Lehman, event 
organizer. “This year for our Friday night  

event, we’d like to include not only the  
current team’s demonstration pilots, but 
also those from years past. We’d like to have 
representation from each decade the team  
has flown.” Discussions will center around  
what it’s like to be a Thunderbirds demon - 
stration pilot.

Individuals interested in participating can 
contact Lehman at 585-742-2480 ext. 10 or 
email him at skip@mach2management.com. 

The Theater in the Woods is an open-air  
pavilion with seating for 3,500. Actor, jour-
nalist and media host David Hartman will host 
the Friday night event. He is best known as the  
first host of ABC’s Good Morning America, 
from 1975 to 1987.

The Thunderbirds are scheduled to perform at 
Wittman Regional Airport Aug. 2 and 3. 

Continued on page 3



S
ummer is upon us and 
the team is doing what it 
does best – demonstrating 

America’s Air Force and airpower 
to an appreciative country who 
truly missed seeing them in their 
community last season. Based on 
the crowd counts and posts and 
pictures we’re seeing on the social 
media sites, the team is performing 

well, the crowds are excited and everyone looks like they’re 
having fun – which is what it’s all about, after all!

I’m really excited to see a new initiative take off on its 
own among alumni around the country where the team is  
scheduled – that is, the self-initiated grass-roots gatherings  
to show support for our fellow Thunderbirds. 

If you’re not following the official team or our association’s 
Facebook page, you’re missing out on some great camara-
derie, pictures, video, stories and historical info that is being 
shared among and across six generations of Thunderbirds  
patch wearers as well as a timely chance to re-connect with  
old teammates and friends of the team. It is great to see the 
team spirit alive and growing as a result of these events. 

Take a look at the remaining season schedule in this issue,  
and if the team is performing at a show site near you, take 
the initiative to come out to the show and consider joining,  
or better yet, co-organizing an opportunity to get together  
with fellow alumni from your neck of the woods.

The board has started planning our next reunion, targeted 
for Nov. 11–15, 2015, in Las Vegas, and as we lock down 
more specifics, we will be sure to share the info soonest so 
all can start early to plan travel for best rates and reach out 
and encourage your era’s teammates to make the trip back 
to the home of the Thunderbirds. It’s a special time every  
other year to come home and share war stories about our  
experiences between the team and our family and friends to 
recapture the spirit. 

Have a great summer – stay safe and let us know what  
initiatives you’d like to see your TBAA board work on to better 
serve the membership and carry on our Thunderbirds’ ideals.

Jeff Remington (Solo 1988-89 and Operations Officer 1989)
Chairman 
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Fellow Airmen,

The squadron is very excited to be on 
the road again, executing our mission of 
representing the United States Air Force. 
Judging by the high numbers of alumni 
we’re seeing while on the road, you are, too!  
There’s plenty of reason for excitement – 
communities across the nation are eager  
to see the squadron return after last year.  
So far, most of our 2014 show sites are 
reporting record attendance.

Everywhere we go, people tell us how thankful they are that the 
squadron is back. The sense I get is that they’re not just happy  
for the squadron to be back on the road, but they’re happy to see  
their Air Force in action. The May graduation at the Air Force  
Academy gave us an opportunity to showcase the squadron to  
Vice President Biden and the nation, providing an example of the  
pride, precision and professionalism of the United States Air Force.  
As our Department of Defense wrestles through future challenges  
on the battlefield (literally and fiscally), garnering public support  
for the military will be of critical importance. 

We’re doing our best to connect the public to their military. We still 
conduct enlistment ceremonies, participate in school visits and public 
speaking engagements and visit recruiting booths during every trip. 
Back home, we’re still building on the foundation we started last year, 
continuing our robust support of the Las Vegas community (by having 
our home crew Airmen conduct community outreach when we’re on the 
road). As we engage with fans happy to see us perform, we broadcast 
the same message: “The Thunderbirds do more than just fly.” As fellow 
Thunderbirds, we know you understand what this means; we’re making 
sure America understands as well.

As always, we know that the achievements of our Air Force are rooted 
in the legacy of those who served before us. Thank you for your service 
to the Nation.

Above all!

Lt. Col. Greg Moseley 
USAFADS Commander/Leader (2012-2014)

From the Boss

From the Chairman
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F-16 Reaches Several Major Milestones This Year
The aircraft f lown by 
the Thunderbirds for 
more than three decades 
reached several milestones 
this year. The 40th anni-
versary of the first offi-
cial flight of the F-16 was  
Feb. 2, and the team per-
formed their 2,000th offi-
cial demonstration in the 
Fighting Falcon April 5.

Produced by Lockheed 
Martin, F-16s were intro-
duced into the Air Force 
inventory in 1978 – the 
same aircraft are also 
flown by the military air 
components of 26 allied 
countries. The F-16 has 
been involved in multiple conflicts 
abroad, including Operations 
Desert Storm, Southern Watch, 
Northern Watch, Enduring 
Freedom, Iraqi Freedom and 
Odyssey Dawn.

June 22 marked the 31st anni-
versary of then-Maj. Larry 
Stellmon’s (Slot/Commander/
Leader 1982-86) delivery of 
aircraft number 81-0663, the first 

F-16 to be received by the team in 
1982 when they transitioned from 
the T-38. The Thunderbirds have 
been flying the multirole fighter 
aircraft for more than half of its 
history. The Thunderbirds flew 
the F-16A until 1992 when they 
converted to F-16Cs. The first 
F-16 airshow was in March 1983  
at Langley AFB, Va.

“The F-16 is a remarkable and 
dependable aircraft,” said Capt. 

Lucas Buckley, Thunderbirds 
maintenance officer. “It starts with 
its design characteristics, but the 
platform has always had excellent 
parts supportability, contractor 
partnership and engineering over-
sight from our system program 
office. But the main reason we’re 
still flying the F-16 here is the work 
done by the exceptional Airmen in 
this squadron, who put in sweat 
equity each and every day to keep

their machines safe, reli-
able and effective. They’re 
an outstanding repre-
sentation of Air Force 
maintenance as a whole.”

The versatility of the 
multirole fighter is one 
of the reasons it has been 
such a successful demo jet. 
“The aircraft is fast, loud 
and highly maneuverable,” 
said Buckley. “That’s what 
makes it fun and exciting 
to watch, especially at the 
relatively low altitudes 
required in the show.”

Lockheed Martin’s  
Code One magazine and  
Tech. Sgt. Jake Richmond 
contributed to this story.

Majors Blaine Jones (Lead Solo) and Jason Curtis (Opposing Solo) perform the Crossover Break 
maneuver in the F-16 Fighting Falcon. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Larry E. Reid Jr.)

Thunderbirds Schedule for Remainder of the Year
July
5–6   Battle Creek, Mich.
12–13   Fair Oaks (Gary), Ind.
15    MLB All-Star Game,  

Minneapolis, Minn.
23   Cheyenne, Wyo.
26–27    JB Elmendorf- 

Richardson, Alaska

August
2–3   Oshkosh, Wis.
9–10   Ypsilanti, Mich.
13   Atlantic City, N.J.
16–17   Rochester, N.Y.
23–24   Waterloo, Iowa
30–31   Kalispell, Mont.

September
13–14   Altus AFB, Okla.
20–21   Mountain Home AFB, Idaho
27–28   Salinas, Calif.

October
4–5   Melbourne, Fla.
11–12   Daytona Beach, Fla.
18–19   Rome, Ga.
25–26   Fort Worth, Texas

November
1-2   Santa Teresa, N.M.
8-9   Nellis AFB, Nev.

NOTE TO ALUMNI: If interested in 
Thunderbirds airshow tickets, contact 
Maureen Walker, the commander/leader’s 
secretary, at 702-679-0428 or maureen.
walker@us.af.mil. Please request tickets  
no later than one month prior to the event.

Alumni from the Colorado and Wyoming area gathered to watch the team practice at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy. They included Mark Reid, Jason Haag, Bill Kurek, Rodney Leblanc, Rob Russ, 
Tony Seely and Frank Howe. Harry Everly represented the T-38 crew well, and Chief Jim Dye 
drove more than two hours (from Wyoming to Colorado) to attend.

Demo Pilots Sought
Continued from pg. 1

It will mark the first time a U.S. military jet 
demonstration team performs its full show  
in front of Oshkosh audiences.

EAA AirVenture Oshkosh is the largest 
airshow of its kind in the country. Lasting  
a week (July 28–Aug. 3), the airport’s control 
tower is the busiest in the world.

40
YEARS

DEFENDER OF FREEDOM



Benchstock

4

Aerial View Trilogy Available
The second book in Gen. Merrill A. McPeak’s Aerial View Trilogy, Below 
the Zone, is now available at http://amzn.to/1eugfOZ. Below the Zone  
picks up at the Armed Forces Staff College after the Vietnam war and 
proceeds through the 1970s and 1980s as McPeak climbed the ladder from 
major to four-star general. It describes the challenges of leadership and 
management in an organization that had to meet high performance stan-
dards, as the U.S. continued its long confrontation with the Soviet Union.

Congratulations to Ken Witcher
Ken Witcher (Engines/Assistant Crew Chief #5 1996-99) has been 
named as the dean of the College of Aeronautics for the Embry-Riddle 
Worldwide campus. He leads nearly 50 full-time faculty and more than 
900 adjunct faculty. During his nine years at the university, Witcher has 
served as adjunct faculty, director of academics and program chairman.

Congratulations to Lt. Gen. Darryl L. Roberson
Lt. Gen. Darryl L. Roberson (Left Wing 1994-95) has been promoted 
to his current grade and is the new commander of 3rd Air Force at 
Ramstein Air Base, Germany. He previously served as vice director, 
operations, J-3, Joint Staff, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

Congratulations to Brig. Gen. Carl A. Buhler
Brig. Gen. Carl A. Buhler (Maintenance Officer 1997-98), director, logis-
tics, Headquarters Pacific Air Forces, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Hawaii, has been selected to become commander, Ogden Air Logistics 
Complex, Hill Air Force Base, Utah. 

Congratulations to Allan McArtor
Allan McArtor (Narrator 1973) is the new chairman and chief executive 
officer of the parent company’s North American business unit, Airbus 
Group, Inc. 

Congratulations to Col. Henry Lau
Col. (Dr.) Henry Lau (Flight Surgeon 2004-05) was promoted to his 
current grade.

Congratulations to Master Sgt. Kati Grabham
Master Sgt. Kati Grabham (Public Affairs 2002-07) was selected as the 
1st Special Ops Wing First Sergeant of the Year for the second year in a 
row. She was also selected for promotion to senior master sergeant. 

Congratulations to Ken Hackman 
Ken Hackman (Honorary Crew Chief 1971) was one of two recipients 
of the 2013 Joseph A. Sprague Memorial Award. This award is the 
National Press Photographers Association’s most prestigious honor. 
Hackman is known by many as “The Godfather” of military photo-
journalism and the longtime director of the Military Photographer of 
the Year program. In 1971 Hackman founded and became director 
of the Air Force Photojournalism Program, a post he held until 1995. 
Continuing into retirement, he has been a guiding force in the annual 
MPOY competition. Hackman has coordinated, directed and conducted 
the MPOY contest for more than 25 years, and the video counterpart of 
that competition for 22 years.

Welcome New TBAA Annual Members
Welcome new annual TBAA members Brandon Bingham 
(Non-Destructive Inspection, Assistant Crew Chief #7 and #5 2006-
10), Allan B. Huskins (Aircraft Maintenance 1962-64), Robert Banks 
(Structural Repair 1983-85), John Schaub (Line Chief and Specialist 
Flight Chief 2009-12), Johnny Biggs (AMU Flight Chief 2002-
04), Walter Livziey (Crew Chief #1 1960-64), Shaw Boadwee (Supply 
1988-91), William J. George Jr. (Jet Engine Mechanic 1994-88), Kristi 
Machado (Aerial Photographer 2006-10), George J. Hongisto (Aircraft 
Maintenance 1968-71), William Kurek (Assistant Crew Chief #8 1996-
98), Rob Lewin (Aircraft Maintenance/Crew Chief #7/COSO 1996-99) 
and Michael Turkington (Life Support 1979-81).

Welcome New TBAA Lifetime Members
Welcome new lifetime TBAA members Carole (Dupree) Bensley 
(Associate), Janet Dupree (Associate), Christine Gibbs (widow of Tom 
Gibbs), Allan Williams (Crew Chief #6 and #9 1982-84), Dean Wright 
(Solo 1999-2000), Martin McGuire (Support/Crew Chief 1983-86), Kati 
Grabham (Public Affairs 2002-07), Johnny Gomez (Honorary Crew 
Chief 1982), William Bordeleau (Honorary Thunderbird 1992), Stephanie 
Michele Boyd (Broadcast Producer 2000-05), Andres Vasquez (Quality 
Assurance, Crew Chief #2 and #8, Inspection Flight 2002-06), Mark 
Weeks (Crew Chief 1982-85), Eli Lessing (Lead Engine Technician/
Crew Chief #2 1994-96), Robin Brooks (First Sergeant 2008-10), Larry 
Chandler (Crew Chief 1985-87), Erika Vasquez (2008-09), Eric Peterson 
(Ground Support 1971-73), William Jones (Materiel Control 1986-
89), Craig Alan Reuter (Crew Chief/Phase 1999-2002), Paul Reagan 
(Executive Officer 1992-94), Joe Finn (Avionics 1989-90) and Jerry 
Miranda (Airshow Coordinator 1985-88). 

Thunderbirds T-Shirts Available
The TBAA is selling Thunderbirds uni-sex T-shirts (the style worn by 
the team from the mid-90s until last year). Sales are limited to alumni 
only. The cost is $15 per shirt for sizes small through extra large. Nevada 
residents need to add sales tax (go to http://www.taxrates.com/calculator/ 
to figure sales tax amount). Shipping by Priority Flat Rate Box is $5.80. 
Contact Doe Wilson at DoeWilson@aol.com for order forms.

Thunderbirds Rings Still Available
To mark the 60th anniversary of the Thunderbirds, the TBAA, along 
with Josten’s, is offering a special Thunderbirds ring for alumni as 
well as current team members. Available in men’s and women’s sizes, 
the ring joins the traditional ring that indicates the wearer was or is a 
member of the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron. The tradi-
tional ring has the Thunderbirds emblem on one side and the Air Force 
coat of arms on the other and “USAF Thunderbirds” across the top. 
For a $15 additional fee, the Thunderbirds patch can be encrusted in 
the stone (only available on men’s smooth stone rings – women’s rings 
are too small for this feature). Similar to the current ring, the special 
ring has the 60th logo in place of the Air Force coat of arms. Prices 
for either ring remain the same. A portion of sales benefits TBAA.  
A brochure featuring photos of the rings and pricing is available on the 
TBAA website at www.thunderbirdsalumni.org. For order forms, email 
Al Eakle at al.eakle@gmail.com.

Continued on page 8
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Dr. Carl L. “Butch” Cihlar
Dr. Carl L. “Butch” Cihlar Sr. (Assistant Crew Chief 1957-59), 76, of 
Brandon, Wis., died Feb. 27 after a long illness. Upon completion  
of his military service, he earned several degrees culminating in a 
Doctorate of Psychology. Cihlar also served in the National Guard. 
A celebration of his life and entombment was held March 9 at Lake 
View Memorial Park. Survivors include his wife, Lynn Cihlar; daughter, 
Debra (Gary) Lemieux; son, Carl (Val) Cihlar Jr.; six grandchildren; 
eight great-grandchildren; and three sisters. 

Retired Master Sgt. Warren “Lenny” M. Lanier 
Retired Master Sgt. Warren “Lenny” M. 
Lanier (Maintenance/Quality Assurance 
1973-76) passed away May 24. He served 
in the U.S. Army where he was awarded 
the Bronze Star and two Purple Hearts. He 
later joined and retired from the U.S. Air 
Force and also joined and retired from civil 
service, where he worked at Robins Air 
Force Base, Ga. Funeral services were held 
May 27 with burial at the Georgia Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery in Milledgeville. 
Survivors include his wife of 50 years, 
Brenda; son, Max (Lora McDonald); 
daughter, Jennene; sister, Joyce Pennell; 
and two grandchildren.

Retired Maj. Gen. Cuthbert A. “Bill” Pattillo

Maj. Gen. Cuthbert A. “Bill” Pattillo (Right Wing 1953-54), 89, died 
Feb. 20 in Harrisonburg, Va. 

He and his identical twin brother, Charles C. “Buck,” enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps in 1942 and served together in the 352nd Fighter 
Group in the European Theater, flying fighter escort for B-17 bombing  
raids in Germany. They were separated for a six-week period near the 
end of the war when Bill was shot down while strafing a German airfield 
and taken prisoner of war. Both brothers led parallel careers in the  
Air Force for more than 35 years and were often stationed together at 
the same base or in the same region. The twins were founding members 
of the impromptu Skyblazers aerobatic team from 1949 to 1952, which  
gained official recognition and toured post-war Europe to demon-
strate the capabilities of newly developed fighter jets. In 1953 and 1954, 
they flew left and right wing positions in the first Thunderbirds team.  
They helped develop many of the maneuvers still performed 
today, including the famous Bomb Burst that remains the finale at 
Thunderbirds airshows. 

In the course of his career, he flew many aircraft, including the P-40, 
P-47, F-80, F-84, F-86, T-33, F-100 and F-4 Phantom. His favorite was 
the plane he flew in World War II – the iconic P-51 Mustang that he 
named and was inscribed “Sweet and Lovely.”

A command pilot with more than 5,000 flying hours, his military  
decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal, Silver Star, 
Legion of Merit (thrice) and Distinguished Flying Cross (twice). 
He was inducted into the Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame in 2000.  
His military posts included Commander of the 3rd Tactical Fighter 
Wing in Vietnam, Director of Operations of the Air Force at the 
Pentagon and Senior U.S. Representative for Allied Forces Central 
Europe. He retired from the Air Force with a rank of Major General  
in 1980. His brother retired shortly thereafter from the same base,  
with a rank of Lieutenant General. They lived as next-door neighbors 
for the next 25 years.

A memorial service was held March 9 in Harrisonburg. Interment 
will be at Arlington National Cemetery at a later date. His wife of 62 
years, Joyce Mathews, preceded him in death in 2012. He is survived by 
his twin brother; sons, Robert (Marci) and Joseph (Suzy); daughters, 
Patricia (Jeff) Landis and Peggy (Andy) Royer; 12 grandchildren; and 
six great-grandchildren. 

Gone But Not Forgotten

Thunderbirds Announce 2015 Officer Selections
Gen. Mike Hostage, commander of Air Combat Command, has  
officially released the names of the officers who will be joining the  
U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron later this year, to begin 
preparations for the 2015 demonstration season.

Lt. Col. Christopher Hammond, the director of operations for the 16th 
Weapons Squadron at the USAF Weapons School at Nellis AFB, Nev., 
will become Thunderbird No. 1, the squadron’s commander and lead 
pilot. He will replace Lt. Col. Greg Moseley.

Capt. Alexander Goldfein, an F-15C pilot stationed at Kadena AB, 
Japan, will become Thunderbird No. 3, the squadron’s right wing pilot. 
He will replace Maj. Caroline Jensen.

Capt. Nicholas Eberling, an F-15E pilot currently stationed at Seymour-
Johnson AFB, N.C., will become Thunderbird No. 6, the squadron’s 
opposing solo pilot. Capt. Jason Curtis, the current opposing solo  
pilot, will transition to the lead solo position in 2014, replacing  
Maj. Blaine Jones.

Maj. Scott Petz, an F-16C pilot currently stationed at Nellis AFB, will 
become Thunderbird No. 8, the squadron’s advance pilot and narrator. 
He will replace Maj. Michael Fisher.

Capt. (Dr.) Christopher Scheibler, a flight surgeon stationed at Aviano 
Air Base, Italy, will become Thunderbird No. 9, the team’s flight surgeon.  
He will replace Maj. (Dr.) Michael Carletti.

Continued on page 7
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Gone But Not Forgotten
Continued from pg. 6

ThunderRolls
This is the second issue of ThunderRolls 
to be printed in 2014 for members of the  
Thunderbirds Alumni Association. The next 
issue will be Quarter 3 (July–September) 2014.  
Submissions (including high-resolution photos 
in .jpg format) may be emailed to al.eakle@
gmail.com. Submission does not guarantee 
publication, and editorial staff may edit for 
style and content.

Change of address should be submitted to  
Doe Wilson, TBAA Administrative Secre-
tary, 7661 Angel Crest Circle, Las Vegas, NV 
89117. Phone 702-871-7197. Email DoeWilson@ 
aol.com.

Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
Board of Directors

Jeff Remington (1988-89), Chairman

Kevin “Joker” Mastin (2000-01), Vice Chairman

Shellie Vaught (1998-2000), Secretary

Brian Plauche (2000-05), Treasurer

Lennie Coleman (1991-92), Director

Kati Grabham (2002-07), Director

Frank Howe (1995-98), Director 

Shawn “Norm” Pederson (2001-02), Director/  
 Nominations Chairman

Eric “Flak” Schnaible (1992-94), Director/  
 Communications Chairman

Corey “CB” Shoff (1994-97), Director/   
 Membership Chairman

Doe Wilson, Administrative Secretary

Al Eakle (1989-91), ThunderRolls Editor

Carol Knotts, Historian 

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association thanks 
Lockheed Martin for its continued support  
of ThunderRolls and the TBAA.

Graphic Design

Lyndy Benson
Lockheed Martin, Fort Worth, Texas

LOOK FOR . . .

Official TBAA website
www.thunderbirdsalumni.org

Facebook Page
Thunderbird Alumni  
(TBAA emblem on opening page)

Twitter 
@TBirdAlumni
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Named after a military tradition, the Dead Ant maneuver never made it to a public demonstration. 
Capt. Ron Catton (Solo 1962-65) flew his F-105B Thunderchief upside-down with gear extended 
in a demonstration for the Tactical Air Command commander in 1964. The maneuver was deemed 
unsafe and was never flown publicly. (Photo courtesy of Airman magazine) 

Retired Col. William R. “Bill” Pogue 
Retired Col. William R. “Bill” Pogue (Solo/Slot 
1955-57), 84, died March 3. Pogue enlisted in the 
Air Force in 1951 and received his commission 
a year later and, in 1954, completed a two-year 
combat tour in fighter-bombers while serving 
with the 5th Air Force during the Korean War.

Selected by NASA in 1966 with the agency’s fifth 
group of astronauts, Pogue made his first and 
only spaceflight as a member of the final crew to 
man the Skylab space station. Serving 84 days 
as the command module pilot of Skylab 3 (SL-4) 
from November 1973 to February 1974, Pogue 
and his two crewmates set numerous records 
for the distance they traveled and duration they 
spent in orbit. At the time, it was the longest 
human spaceflight in history.

While living on Skylab, Pogue performed two 
spacewalks, including a Thanksgiving day 
outing and a Christmas 1973 excursion that set a record at 7 hours 3 minutes long. In total, 
he logged more than 13 hours spacewalking outside the orbiting outpost – a converted third 
stage of a Saturn V rocket – while mounting experiments, retrieving film cassettes and taking 
photographs. Splashing down Feb. 8, 1974, Pogue had circled the Earth 1,214 times and traveled 
34.5 million miles in the course of 84 days one hour 15 minutes and 30 seconds.

Prior to his Skylab stay, Pogue also served on the support crews for the first manned flight for 
the Apollo command module, Apollo 7, in 1968 as well as for the first and third successful lunar 
landing missions, Apollo 11 in 1969 and Apollo 14 in 1971. Pogue retired from the astronaut 
corps and NASA, as well as the Air Force in 1975. He was awarded a NASA Distinguished 
Service Medal, JSC Superior Achievement Award, Air Force Distinguished Service Medal and 
Command Pilot Astronaut Wings. He was inducted into the Oklahoma Aviation and Space 
Hall of Fame in 1980 and enshrined in the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame in 1997.

Survivors include his wife, Tina; two sons, Bill Pogue and Tom Pogue; a daughter, Layna Pogue; 
a sister, Betty Prentice; two brothers, Jim Pogue and Jerry Pogue; and seven grandchildren.

Linda McCoy
Linda McCoy, 72, of Henderson, Nev., died Feb. 27. She was a homemaker and wife of an 
Air Force airman. She is survived by her husband of 53 years, retired Maj. Gen. Billy McCoy 
(Honorary Thunderbird 1989); three children; and three grandchildren.



Dues Reminder
As a reminder to those who pay annual dues, the new year started  
Jan. 1, and payments had to be made by March 31 to be considered a 
current member. The cost of annual dues is $30, or $300 for a lifetime 
membership (payable at one time or in six $50 monthly increments). 
Checks should be payable to Thunderbirds Alumni Association and 
sent to Doe Wilson, TBAA Administrative Secretary, 7661 Angel Crest 
Circle, Las Vegas, NV 89117. An additional option is to renew and pay 
with a credit card online at www.tbaa.org.

Monthly Meeting
A Las Vegas-area group of Thunderbirds alumni invite all present and 
former Thunderbirds to join them for lunch the first Wednesday of each 
month at Boulder Station. The meeting starts at 11:30 a.m. 

For more details, email Jerry Jones (Ground Radio Communications 
Technician 1965-69) at tbird13@cox.net.

Coins Still Available
The TBAA still has limited quantities of 60th anniversary commemo-
rative coin sets, F-16 commemorative coins and T-shirts. Costs for the 
coin set is $100 plus $5.80 for Priority Mail shipping; the F-16 coin is  
$15 each or $25 for two coins plus $5.80 for Priority Mail shipping; 

 

and $15 for T-shirts plus $5.80 for Priority Mail shipping. Order forms 
are available online at www.tbaa.org. Profits from the sale of coins, as 
well as a portion of polo and outerwear sales benefit TBAA.

ThunderFun 2014
ThunderFun 2014 is scheduled for Sept. 4-6 at Four Points by Sheraton 
Destin-Fort Walton Beach, Fla. Four Points is situated on a nine-acre 
beachfront site on Florida’s Emerald Coast. Daily room rates for our 
group are $120 for king or courtyard, $145 for beachfront or $195 for a 
suite. Rates are based on single occupancy; add $10 for each additional 
person. The special room rate is good for three days prior and three days 
after our mini reunion. 

Four Points has set up a website for ThunderFun 2014. Guests can learn 
more about the event and book, modify or cancel a reservation from 
now until Sept. 9 at https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/
res?id=1312117447&key=2558C. The mini reunion committee is in the 
process of forming. They will make a number of optional activities 
available for those who plan to attend. Past activities have included golf, 
deep sea fishing, parasailing and jet skiing. The Four Points also has two 
outdoor pools and is on the beach for just lounging. Activities will kick 
off with a no-host mixer at the Tiki Bar Thursday night and end with 
dinner at a surf and turf restaurant Saturday night. The committee is 
also looking into arranging karaoke for Friday night. Contact Al Eakle 
at either 850-316-1475 or al.eakle@gmail.com for more information.
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