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• Nominee must be current in TBAA dues or a lifetime member
•  Alumni members can self-nominate or can be nominated by 

fellow alumnus

Nominations should be emailed to Howe (tbirds1995@gmail.
com) by April 1. All nominations should include full name and  
contact information. This information includes both the nominee 
and the person nominating them. As a reminder, self-nominations 
are also accepted. 

If email is not available, nominations can be mailed to: TBAA 
Nominations, c/o Frank Howe, 19621 E. Belleview Place, 
Centennial CO 80015. 

“Nomination submissions will be verified by the nominating 
committee,” said Howe. “Once certified by the committee, nomi-
nees will then be emailed and asked to submit a small biography 
and position overview for election, as well as a photo.” This infor-
mation, along with ballots, will be published in the May issue of 
ThunderRolls. Additionally biographical information and photos 
of the candidates will be published on the TBAA website and 
Facebook sites for voting purposes. 

Completed ballots can either be emailed or mailed to Howe.
Results of the elections will be announced at the business meeting 
during reunion.

Volunteers Sought for TBAA Board of Directors
It is not too early to start thinking about how alumni can step up 
and devote some of their time, energy and talents to the success 
of the Thunderbirds Alumni Association by serving on the  
Board of Directors.

On Jan. 1, 2016, turnover of the TBAA Board will include Vice 
Chairman Kevin “Joker” Mastin (Solo 2000-01), Director Lennie 
Coleman (Right Wing 1991-92), Director Shawn “Norm” Pederson 
(Solo 2001-02), Communications Chairman Eric “Flak” Schnaible 
(Public Affairs 1992-94) and Membership Chairman Corey “CB” Shoff 
(Assistant Crew Chief #1/Electrical Systems Specialist 1994-97). 
Additionally, one vacant position on the Board will be filled.

“If you have a willingness to devote some of your time, energy 
and talents to a unique program, we need you,” said Frank Howe, 
TBAA Nominations/Elections chairman. “Board duties include 
participating in monthly conference call meetings representing all 
team alumni, sharing ideas and proposals. We work in partnership  
with the current Thunderbirds team, coordinate TBAA alumni 
activities and communicate with current and prospective  
alumni about TBAA programs and activities.” 

Under the TBAA bylaws, the following outlines the nominee 
qualifications: 

• Only team alumni members can run for TBAA Board positions 

Dedicated Crew Chief 
and Assistant DCC 
Staff Sgts. Michael 
Radcliff and Matthew 
Denney reveal Lt. Col. 
Chris Hammond’s name 
and new duty title as 
Commander/Leader of 
the Thunderbirds during 
a change of command 
ceremony at Nellis Air 
Force Base, Nev., Jan. 7,  
2012. For more on the 
change of command  
see the story on Page 3. 

U.S. Air Force photo/ 
Senior Amn. Jason Couillard



Welcome to 2015 and the first 
of three issues of ThunderRolls 
printed this year.

As we said farewell to another 
year, we turn our attention to 
planning for this year’s reunion 
Nov. 12-14. Once again, the  
venue will be at the South Point 
Hotel & Casino.

For planning purposes, the 
golf outing will be at the Revere 

Golf Club Thursday (Nov. 12) morning. We’ve moved the Perch 
Party to Thursday night. This leaves Friday night open for mini-
reunions or to just get together with friends. 

We’ve asked to visit the squadron and for a demonstration by the 
2015 team Friday (Nov. 13).

The TBAA business meeting will be Saturday morning. We’ve 
requested a guest speaker for the banquet Saturday night  
(Nov. 14). Look for updates on these in the ThunderRolls issues 
distributed in May and August.

Invitations will be mailed out in August. Once again, you’ll have 
the opportunity to register for reunion by mail (with a paper 
check) or online (with a credit card) through the TBAA website 
(www.tbaa.org).

We have a large turnover in the Board of Directors this year. The 
voting for new directors will take place in advance of the Reunion 
Annual Business Meeting. Results will be announced at reunion 
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From the Boss

From the Chairman

Fellow Thunderbirds,

Having joined the world’s premier 
air demonstration squadron, I am 
humbled to know I am following 
in the footsteps of the incredible 
men and women who helped turn 
the name “Thunderbirds” into the 
strong brand it is today. Cara and 
I are excited about being a part of 
the Thunderbirds family, and we 
look forward to continuing the 
squadron’s mission with the same 
passion and dedication you have 
shown over the past show seasons. 

I hope you’ve enjoyed the holiday season and started 2015 on 
a good note. The Team began its new year with a change of 
command; with that behind us, the entire Team is galvanized 
toward completing a safe training season in preparation for a 
successful 2015 show season. We are definitely sad to see Trump 
and Heather Moseley depart the fix, but we are extremely grateful 
for their leadership during a historically unprecedented time in 
our military’s history. Trump was the right guy to have in the seat 
during the tumultuous times of sequestration. We bid the Moseley 
family farewell and all the best in their future Air Force endeavors. 

We begin the 2015 season with the Superbowl XLIX and Daytona 
500 flyovers. I cannot think of a more high profile way to kick off 
the season, but I know the Team will be prepared to represent you 
and the Air Force incredibly! There are more great events to come 
as 2015 boasts another full show season. While we don’t plan to 
travel internationally this year, there will be plenty of ways for 
us to represent Airmen at show sites nationwide. We hope you’ll 
consider coming to see your Team at work at a show site near you.

As we prepare and refine for the upcoming season, there’s no 
doubt we’ll continue to build on the Team’s accomplishments in 
2015! Each new year and show season offers just that, the opportu-
nity to reach new heights by building on the foundation made by 
those who have gone before us. 

Thank you for your support to the squadron. We’re ready to 
“inspire tomorrow’s Airmen” in 2015!

Reggie

Lt. Col. Chris B. Hammond 
USAFADS Commander/Leader (2015-16)

so you can speak directly with the new directors while there. If 
you or someone you know is interested in serving, please let Frank 
Howe know by April 1. Email him at: Tbirds1995@gmail.com. 

Shortly before the end of the year, TBAA heard from the Internal 
Revenue Service regarding our request to change our tax status 
submitted several years ago. It was approved and we are now a 
501 (c) 19 “Post or Organization of Past or Present Members of 
the Armed Forces.” Previously, we were a 501(c) 7 Social and 
Recreational Club. Both categories exempt TBAA from paying 
income tax, however now as a 501(c) 19 organization contributions 
to TBAA are tax deductible. 

We continue to welcome a number of new annual and lifetime 
members. Your help is needed to recruit our teammates and 
convince them that the $30 annual fee, or $300 lifetime member-
ship is worth the money. The idea of continuing our belief that 
“Once a Thunderbird, Always a Thunderbird” is something to be 
proud of. In addition, we do have a lot of fun getting together as 
members of certain year teams, or collectively, at the reunion.

Finally, I want to congratulate Lt. Col. Chris “Reggie” Hammond 
on assuming command of the team. I wish him and all the men 
and women of his team a very successful 2015 season. I encourage 
all alumni to show the team their support by attending a 
Thunderbirds demonstration if one is scheduled near them.

Jeff Remington  
Solo (1988-89) Chairman (2014-17)



Planning is in full swing for this year’s 
reunion Nov. 12–14 and once again the  
South Point Hotel, Casino and Spa will host 
the three-day event.

Gen. Lori J. 
Robinson has 
accepted the 
Thunderbi rd 
Alumni Asso-
ciation’s invi-
tation to be the 
guest speaker  
at Saturday 
night’s ban-
quet. She is 
Commander, 
Pac i f i c  A i r 
Forces; Air Component Commander for 
U.S. Pacific Command; and Executive 
Director, Pacific Air Combat Operations 
Staff, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Hawaii.

General Robinson is no stranger to the 
Thunderbirds family. Her husband, retired 
Maj. Gen. Dave Robinson flew left wing in 
1987 and was the slot pilot and operations 
officer in 1988. 

The South Point offers rooms with either  
one king- or two queen-sized beds. The  
TBAA group room rates are $55 Sunday 

through Thursday nights and $80 Friday 
and Saturday nights. Room tax is additional.

For those attendees who want a little some-
thing extra, the South Point is also offering 
suites at a group rate. A junior suite (one-
bedroom) is $175 per night; one-bedroom 
suite is $250 per night; two-bedroom suite 
is $350 per night; luxury one-bedroom  
suite is $600 per night and luxury two-
bedroom suite is $900 per night.

Reservations must be made by Oct. 20 to  
get the TBAA group rate. Reservations 
made after this date will be based on 
convention group room availability and at 
the prevailing rate. The hotel requires a first 
night’s deposit of room and tax, per room, 
to guarantee individual reservations and  
the credit card will be charged. They accept 
all major credit cards.

Those planning to attend can make room 
reservations one of two ways: online or  
by phone.

To make reservations online, go to South 
Point’s website: www.southpointcasino.com  
and use the group code: THU1110

By phone, call the hotel at 1-866-791-7626. 
Attendees need to identify themselves 
as being with the Thunderbirds Alumni 
Association reunion.

The South Point has 
waived the $14 
per night resort 
fee for the 
TBAA group. 
The resort 
fee includes 
complimen-
tary in-room  
WiFi / i nt er net ;  
fitness center  
access; airport  
shuttle; free local/toll-free phone calls; 
boarding pass printing; parking and valet.

For those flying in from out of town and 
not reserving a rental car, the South Point 
offers a scheduled shuttle to and from 
McCarran Airport free of charge. Hotel 
guests planning on using the airport 
shuttle are asked to make reservations by 
calling toll-free 1-866-791-7626 and/or local 
702-797-8901. Airport shuttle reservations 
are required at least 24 hours prior to 
arrival. Seating is limited, and only those 
with reservations will be allowed to board.

The South Point Hotel, Casino and Spa 
offers a scheduled shuttle to the Las Vegas 
Strip. Tickets must be purchased from 
the driver on board the vehicle, the cost 
is $8 (cash only) round trip per person. 
Space is limited, based on availability.
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Lt. Col. Greg Moseley, outgoing Thunderbirds commander/leader (left) 
and Lt. Col. Chris Hammond, incoming Thunderbirds commander/
leader (right). U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Manuel Martinez

The Thunderbirds welcomed  
a new commander/leader dur- 
ing a change of command cere-
mony held in the squadron’s 
hangar Jan. 7.

Lt. Col. Chris Hammond 
assumed command of the team 
from Lt. Col. Greg Moseley,  
who led the squadron for the  
past three years. 

“I’m honored and excited about 
the opportunity to lead and 
work with extremely dedicated 
and highly motivated individ-
uals who are enthusiastic about 
the mission the team has,” said 
Colonel Hammond. “This will 
be unlike anything I’ve ever 
done in my career, but I look 
forward to representing our  
Air Force and communicating 
the Air Force message in the 
hopes of recruiting similarly 
motivated individuals into our 
service for our future force.”

Hammond has been flying the 
F-16 Fighting Falcon for more 
than 13 years. He knew from 
a very early age he wanted to 
take to the skies. His father, 
having been a pilot himself, flew

in Operation Desert Storm and 
instilled a spark of patriotism 
that would lead Hammond to 
earning a commission of his own.
“My father f lew C-130s.” 
Hammond said. “I’d always 

thought flying was interesting 
and something I wanted to 
pursue, but in something a little 
bit faster. I’d also had a lot of 
exposure to the service, the  
Air Force, and air shows grow-
ing up as a military dependent. 
That’s probably what steered  
me in that direction.”

Colonel Hammond gradu-
ated from Cooper High School  
in Abilene, Texas, and con- 
tinued on to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy to earn his Aero-
nautical Engineering degree  
in 1998. Eleven assignments  
after commissioning, he was 
assigned to Nellis Air Force Base 
as the director of operations for 
the 16th Weapons Squadron  
at the USAF Weapons School. 

Colonel Moseley leaves the 
squadron to attend the NATO 
Defense College in Rome, Italy.

Thunderbirds Welcomes New 2015-16 Commander/Leader

Planning Underway for 2015 Reunion Nov. 12-14
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Meet the 2015 Thunderbirds Officers, Crew Chiefs

Lt. Col. Christopher Hammond is the 
commander/leader of the Thunderbirds.  
In addition to leading all air demonstra-
tions, he commands the 120-person 
squadron. Colonel Hammond earned his 
commission in 1998 as a graduate of the 
U.S. Air Force Academy. Before joining 
the team, he was the Director of Opera-
tions at the 16th Weapons Squadron, 
Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. He has logged 

more than 2,000 flight hours, with more than 400 hours of 
combat pilot experience in the F-16. Colonel Hammond is in  
his first season with the team and hails from Abilene, Texas. 
Dedicated Crew Chief: Staff Sgt. Michael Radcliff; Assistant 
Dedicated Crew Chief: Staff Sgt. Matthew Denney.

Maj. Joshua Boudreaux flies the left wing.  
He entered the Air Force in 2003 as a 
graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. 
While studying at the Academy, he was a 
collegiate wrestler and competition glider 
pilot. Before joining the team, Major 
Boudreaux was an F-16 instructor pilot 
and f light commander for the 555th 
Fighter Squadron at Aviano Air Base, 
Italy. He has logged more than 2,800 flight 

hours as an Air Force pilot, with more than 400 hours of combat 
experience in the F-16C. Major Boudreaux is in his second season 
with the team and hails from Covington, La. DCC: Staff Sgt. 
Christopher Collins; ADCC: Staff Sgt. Andrew Molina. 

Capt. Alexander Goldfein flies the right 
wing. During high school, he participated 
in swimming, snowboarding, running and 
Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps.  
He entered the Air Force in 2005 as a 
graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. 
Before joining the team, Captain Goldfein 
served as a F-15C Mission Commander at 
Assistant Director of Operations Kadena 
AB, Japan. He has logged more than 1,980 

flight hours in the F-15C, F-16C/A and T-6A aircraft. Captain 
Goldfein is in his first season with the team and hails from 
Fairfax Station, Va. DCC: Staff Sgt. Ariel Audet; ADCC: Tech. 
Sgt. Jason Festog. 

Maj. Curtis Dougherty flies the slot. He 
entered the Air Force in 2002 as a grad-
uate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. As a  
student, he was on the Academy’s para-
chute team. He jumped with the Army’s 
Black Knights while studying at West 
Point under a student-exchange program. 
Before joining the team, Major Dougherty 
served as chief of wing weapons for the  
4th Fighter Wing at Seymour Johnson 

AFB, N.C. He has logged more than 2,900 flight hours as an  
Air Force pilot, with more than 800 hours of combat experience 
in the F-15E. Major Dougherty is in his third season with the 
team and hails from Downingtown, Pa. DCC: Staff Sgt. Conrad 
Nelson; ADCC: Staff Sgt. Blake Lehman.

Maj. Jason Curtis is the lead solo pilot. 
During high school, he ran cross country, 
was a competitive snowboarder and played 
drums in a rock and roll band. Major 
Curtis entered the Air Force in 2004 as a 
graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. 
Before joining the team, Major Curtis  
was an F-16 instructor pilot and flight 
commander for the 308th Fighter Squadron 
at Luke AFB, Ariz. He has logged more 

than 1,750 flight hours as an Air Force pilot, with more than  
280 hours of combat experience in the F-16C. Major Curtis is in 
his third season with the team and hails from Kalispell, Mont. 
DCC: Staff Sgt. Sean MacGibbon; ADCC: Staff Sgt. Mark Fox.

Capt. Nicholas Eberling is the opposing 
solo. During high school, he was captain  
of the wrestling team and participated in 
competition water skiing. Captain Eberling 
entered the Air Force in 2004 as a graduate 
of the University of North Dakota’s ROTC 
program. Before joining the team, Captain 
Eberling was an F-15E evaluator pilot  
and flight commander at 334th Fighter 
Squadron, Seymour Johnson AFB, N.C. 

He has logged more than 1,600 flight hours in the F-16C/D, F-15E 
and T-6 aircraft. Captain Eberling is in his first season with the 
team and hails from Ashburn, Va. DCC: Staff Sgt. William 
Gibbs; ADCC: Staff Sgt. Jonathon Conzales.  

Maj. Tyler Ellison is the operations officer. 
Major Ellison grew up in a flying family 
and received his pilot’s license before he 
received his driver’s license. He entered the 
Air Force in 2002 as a graduate of the  
U.S. Air Force Academy. Before joining 
the team, Major Ellison was aide-de- 
camp to the Commander, Air Combat 
Command at Langley AFB, Va. He has 
logged more than 1,000 flight hours in the 

F-15C and F-22A as an Air Force pilot. Major Ellison is in  
his third season with the team and hails from Layton, Utah.  
DCCs: Staff Sgts. Matthew Welter, Benjamin Ayivorh and  
Curtis Hammond; ADCCs: Staff Sgts. Jessica Rivers and Jake 
Kretsch and Tech. Sgt. McGarry Lansiquot.  

Maj. Scott Petz is the advance pilot/
narrator. While in high school, he was 
active in sports, including football, basket-
ball and track. He enlisted in the Air 
National Guard and served as a crew chief 
before earning a commission through the 
Academy of Military Science in 2002. 
Before joining the team, he served as the 
Assistant Director of Operations in the Air 
Force Reserve’s 706th Fighter Squadron at 

Nellis AFB, Nev. He has logged more than 1,800 flight hours as an 
Air Force pilot, with more than 208 combat hours in the F-16. 
Major Petz is in his first season with the team and hails from Faith, 
SD. DCCs: Tech. Sgt. Christopher Audet and Staff Sgt. Alexander 
Reed; ADCC: Staff Sgts. Sean Gilbert and Francisco Garrigas.

Continued on page 5



Meet the 2015 Thunderbirds Officers

Capt. Christopher Scheibler is the flight 
surgeon, providing medical care for more 
than 120 team members. He keeps the 
pilots in optimal health to complete their 
rigorous flying schedule. In high school, 
he enjoyed playing tennis. Doctor 
Scheibler entered the Air Force in 2005  
as a graduate of Baylor University’s  
ROTC program and completed medical  
school in 2009 at the Uniformed Services 

University of Health Sciences in Bethesda, Md. Before joining 
the team, he was the flight surgeon for the 555th Fighter 
Squadron at Aviano Air Base. Captain Scheibler is in his first 
season with the team and hails from San Antonio, Texas.

Maj. Joshua Wild is the executive officer. 
He leads an executive support staff respon-
sible for Thunderbirds’ cyber/knowledge 
operations, budget, training and force 
support actions for the commander/leader. 
During high school, he played soccer, base-
ball and basketball. Major Wild enlisted in 
the Air Force in 1998, serving as a Heating, 
Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrig-
eration specialist before his commission 

through the Air Force OTS in 2002. Before joining the team, he 
was the operations flight commander for the AFROTC detach-
ment at Samford University in Birmingham, Ala. Major Wild is 
in his third season with the team and hails from Warwick, R.I.

Maj. Lucas Buckley is the maintenance 
officer. He is responsible for 90 personnel 
and the maintenance of 11 Block 52 F-16 
aircraft. Captain Buckley entered the  
Air Force in 2004 as a graduate of the 
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, 
Minn., where he was a member of the 
university’s rowing team. Before joining 
the team, he served as an instructor  
for the Advanced Maintenance and 

Munitions Officer School (AMMOS) at Nellis AFB, Nev.  
Maj. Buckley is in his third season with the team and hails  
from Rosemount, Minn.

Maj. Darrick Lee is the public affairs 
officer. He manages the team’s extensive 
marketing, recruiting and publicity 
programs. During high school, he played 
percussion in jazz and marching bands 
while developing an interest in journalism. 
Major Lee enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps in 1990 and served as a combat 
photographer before being commissioned 
through the Air Force Officer Training 

School in 2002. He is a graduate of Regis Jesuit University.  
Before joining the team, he was the Chief of Public Affairs for  
the 35th Fighter Wing at Misawa AB, Japan. Major Lee is in his 
third season with the team and hails from Denver, Colo.

Continued from page 4

The Thunderbirds have finalized 
their 2015 show schedule. In its 
62nd season, the team is slated 
to perform 71 demonstrations at 
39 locations.

At presstime the Thunderbirds 
were scheduled to perform 
public flyovers at the opening of 
Super Bowl XLIX in Phoenix, 
Ariz., Feb. 1 and at the Daytona 
International Speedway in 
Daytona Beach, Fla., Feb. 22. 
They are scheduled to perform 
a flyover at the Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway March 8.

Remainder of the 2015 schedule 
includes:

March 14-15: Titusville, Fla.
March 21-22: Lancaster, Calif.
March 28-29: Keesler AFB, Miss.
March 31–April 5: Easter Break

April 11-12: Tyndall AFB, Fla.
April 18: Louisville, Ky.
April 25-26: Lakeland, Fla.

May 2-3: Dyess AFB, Texas
May 9-10: Millville, N.J.
May 16-17: Seymour Johnson 
AFB, N.C.
May 23-24: Wantagh (Jones 
Beach), N.Y.
May 28: U.S. Air Force 
Academy, Colo.
May 30-31: Aurora, Colo.

June 6-7: Waco, Texas
June 13-14: Whiteman AFB, Mo.
June 20-21: Dayton, Ohio
June 27-28: Mankato, Minn.

July 4-5: Traverse City, Mich.
July 11-12: Gary, Ind.
July 18-19: Niagara Falls, N.Y.
July 22: Cheyenne, Wyo.
July 25-26: Milwaukee, Wis.
July 28–August 2: Break

Aug. 8-9: La Crosse, Wis.
Aug. 15-16: Ellsworth AFB, S.D.
Aug. 22-23: Open Date
Aug. 29-30: Midland, Texas

Sept. 5-7: Cleveland, Ohio
Sept. 12-13: Owensboro, Ky.
Sept. 19-20: JB Andrews, Md.
Sept. 26-27: Millington, Tenn.

Oct. 3-4: Mather (Sacramento), 
Calif.
Oct. 10-11: Grand Junction, Colo.
Oct. 17-18: Houston, Texas
Oct. 24-25: Lake Charles, La.
Oct. 31-Nov. 1: JBSA Randolph, 
Texas

Nov. 7-8: Moody AFB, Ga.

“It’s an honor to share the 
story of U.S. airmen serving 
at locations around the globe,” 
said Lt. Col. Chris Hammond, 
Thunderbirds Commander/

Leader. “We hope these stories 
inspire others to learn more 
about aviation and opportuni-
ties to serve.”

NOTE TO ALUMNI: If inter- 
ested in Thunderbirds airshow  
tickets, contact the commander/ 
leader’s secretary, Maureen 
Walker, at 702-679-0428 or 
maureen .walker@us.af.mil . 
Please request tickets no later 
than one month prior to the event.

Team Schedules 71 Demos At 39 Sites in 2015
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Benchstock
Congratulations to Col. Stacey T. Hawkins (Maintenance Officer 
2000-02) who has been nominated for appointment to the rank  
of brigadier general. He is currently serving as commander,  
10th Air Base Wing, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colo.

The team’s annual awards for 2014 were presented Nov. 14. 
Congratulations to Staff Sgt. Benjamin Ayivorh and Senior Amn. 
John Silvi received the Honorary Public Affairs Awards. The 
Leo Marquez Maintenance Awards went to Senior Amn. Aaron 
Dlutowski in the Airman Category; Staff Sgt. Matthew Denny in 
the Noncommissioned Officer category; and Master Sgt. Matthew 
McDonald in the Senior NCO category. Senior Amn. John Silvi 
was named Airman of the Year; Tech. Sgt. Amorita Jenkins was 
named the NCO of the Year; Master Sgt. Steven Yates was named 
the Senior NCO of the Year; Maj. Lucas Buckley was named the 
Company Grade Officer of the Year; and Maj. Darrick Lee was the 
Field Grade Officer of the Year. The 2014 Fitzgerald Award went 
to Tech. Sgt. Mark Mira.

Congratulations to Tech. Sgts. Michael Hayes and Justen Outlaw 
who were selected as this year’s Line Chiefs. 

Welcome new TBAA Lifetime members Coy Coward 
(Communications 1989-93), Joe Finn (Avionics 1989-90), Brian 
Gilbert (Engines 1978-80), David Jones (Jet Engine Technician 
1993-96), Frank Lawrence (Associate), Robert Lewin (Aircraft 
Maintenance /Crew Chief #7/COSO 1996-99), Robert L. Kanaga 
(Slot 1953-54), Martin McGuire (Inspection/Crew Chief #7/
Support 1984-86), Ryan Schenkel (Assistant Dedicated Crew 
Chief #8/Noncommissioned Officer in Charge Aerospace Ground 
Equipment 2010-14), Robert Stanley (Corrosion Control Technician 
1981-83), and Mike Sweeney (Non-Destructive Inspection/Assistant 
Dedicated Crew Chief #4 and #8 2004-06).

Welcome New TBAA members Mike Amick (Crew Chief #4  
1989-92), James Colburn (Aircraft Maintenance 1968-70), Tim 
Cooper (Phase docks/night shift/Crew Chief #5 and #6 1979-81), 
Rick Deason (NCOIC Operations Administration 1985-87), Rex 
Dillon (Crew Chief #5 1979-82), Joe Fox (Life Support 1969-72), 
Daryl Pagel (Photographer 1987-89) and Jason Wilson (AGE, 
ADCC #s 1,2,7).

The new year started Jan. 1 and annual dues payments are due 
no later than March 31 to remain a current member. Individuals 
who wish to run for the TBAA Board of Directors or attend 
reunion must be current in their annual dues. Annual dues are 
$30, or $300 for a lifetime membership (payable at one time or in 
$50 monthly increments throughout the calendar year). Dues can 
be renewed online with a credit card payment made through the 
TBAA website (www.tbaa.org) or paper checks should be payable 
to Thunderbirds Alumni Association and sent to: Doe Wilson, 
TBAA Administrative Secretary, 7661 Angel Crest Circle, Las 
Vegas, NV 89117.

Alumni have asked about a challenge 
coin sold by the team. The cost is  
$12 per coin. Individuals interested 
in purchasing one should make 
checks payable to the Thunderbirds 
Enlisted Fund and mail them to: 

USAFADS/CCS, 4445 Tyndall Ave., Nellis AFB, NV 89191-6079.

A Las Vegas-area group of Thunderbirds alumni invite all 
present and former Thunderbirds meet for lunch the first 
Wednesday of each month at Boulder Station. The meeting starts 
at 11:30 a.m. For more details, email Jerry Jones (Ground Radio 
Communications Technician 1965-69) at tbird13@cox.net.

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association continues to expand 
merchandise offered for sale through the TBAA website (www.
tbaa.org). The latest addition is two different posters. One poster 
shows the world, flag panel and different jets flown by the team 
over the past 61 years. The other shows the F-16 with familiar  
Las Vegas landmarks in the background. Posters are $30 each  
(with an additional $5 for shipping, whether you by one or more).

Also available are Thunderbirds Uni-Sex T-Shirts. These are the 
same t-shirts worn by the team from the mid-90s until 2012. The 
cost is $15 per shirt for sizes small through extra large. Nevada 
residents need to add sales tax (go to http://www.taxrates.com/
calculator/ to figure sales tax amount). Shipping Priority Flat Rate 
Box is $5.80. 

There are also limited quantities of 60th anniversary challenge 
coin sets and F-16 challenge coins still available. Costs for the coin 
set is $100 plus $5.80 for Priority Mail shipping. The F-16 coin is 
$15 each or $25 for two coins plus $5.80 for Priority Mail shipping. 
and $15 for t-shirts plus $5.80 for Priority Mail shipping. Order 
forms are available online at www.tbaa.org. 

TBAA, along with Josten’s, continue to offer 
a special Thunderbirds ring for alumni as 
well as current team mem-bers in men’s and 
women’s sizes. The ring indicates the wearer 
was or is a member of the Thunderbirds. It 
has the Thunderbirds emblem on one side 
and the Air Force coat of arms on the other, 
and across the top “USAF Thunderbirds.” 
For a $15 additional fee, the Thunderbirds 
patch can be encrusted in the stone (only available on men’s  
smooth stone rings – women’s rings are too small for this feature). 

Individuals can order any of these items one of two ways: online 
and pay with a credit card; or download an order form and mail it 
in with a paper check.

Look for the Merchandise tab on the homepage of the TBAA 
website. Sales of the rings and t-shirt are restricted to alumni only 
and located under the Alumni Only subtab. Posters and coins are 
listed under the General Sales subtab.
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Gone But Not Forgotten ThunderRolls
This is the third issue of ThunderRolls 
to be printed in 2015 for members of the 
Thunderbirds Alumni Association. The next 
issue will be Quarter 2 (April-June) 2015. 
Submissions (including high resolution photos 
in jpeg format) may be emailed to: al.eakle@
gmail.com. Submission does not guarantee 
publication and editorial staff may edit for 
style and content.

Change of address should be submitted to: 
Doe Wilson, TBAA Administrative Secretary, 
7661 Angel Crest Circle, Las Vegas NV 89117. 
Phone: 702-871-7197. Email: DoeWilson@aol.com

Thunderbirds Alumni Association 
Board of Directors

Chairman
Jeff Remington (1988-89)

Secretary
Shellie Vaught (1998-2000)

Treasurer
Brian Plauche (2000-05)

Director
Lennie Coleman (1991-92)

Director
Kati Grabham (2002-07)

Director
Frank Howe (1995-98)

Director (Nominations Chairman)
Shawn “Norm” Pederson (2001-02)

Director (Communications Chairman)
Eric “Flak” Schnaible, (1992-94) 

Director (Membership Chairman)
Corey “CB” Shoff (1994-97)

Administrative Secretary
Doe Wilson 

ThunderRolls Editor
Al Eakle

Historian
Carol Knotts

The Thunderbirds Alumni Association  
would like to thank Lockheed Martin  
for its continued support of ThunderRolls  
and the TBAA.

Graphic Design and Printing
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics  
Fort Worth, Texas

LOOK FOR:
Official TBAA website
www.thunderbirdsalumni.org

Facebook Page: Thunderbird Alumni  
(TBAA emblem on opening page)
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NOTE: There may be some time between an individual’s death and when we print an obit-
uary. They are printed after the Thunderbirds Alumni Association receives them. Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to the family members and friends of these cherished members of the 
Thunderbirds family.

Retired Chief Master Sgt. Jack L. Achenbach (Maintenance 
Supervisor 1961-65), 84, died Feb. 18, 2014. After retiring 
from the U.S. Air Force, he was Postmaster of Odessa, Del., 
from 1979 to 1991 when he retired. He is survived by his wife 
Trudy; son Mark (Robin) Achenbach; daughters Jessica Snow 
(Bruce) and Jaclyn Grabowski (Matthew); stepchildren, Debra 
Bradley (Tom), Paul Walker (Vicki), Cheryl Stark (Joseph) and 
Michele Wash (David) J.; a sister; 15 grandchildren; and three 
great grandchildren. Burial with military honors was held at 
the Delaware Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Bear, Del.

Retired Maj. Gen. Jones E. Bolt (Acrojets Right Wing), 84, died Mar. 28, 2006. 
Survivors include his wife Margaret Irene “Polly” Cox Bolt; sons John (Elsa), Robert 
(Kathy) and Charles (Emily); nine grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; a sister, 
stepbrother and stepsister. Graveside services with full military honors were at 
Poplar Springs Baptist Church Cemetery in Ware Shoals, S.C.

Retired Col. Jack Broughton (Commander/ 
Leader 1954-57), 89, died Oct. 24 in Lake 
Forest, Calif. He entered West Point 
in 1942 but graduated too late to see 
combat in World War II. He flew fighter-
bombers in support of American ground 
troops in the Korean War, then served 
as vice commander of the 355th Tactical 
Fighter Wing in the Vietnam War while  

also leading strikes of F-105 Thunderchiefs. Broughton flew more than 200 combat  
missions in these wars. He received the Air Force Cross for his actions over  
North Vietnam on Feb. 5, 1967, when he hit his target after his plane was heavily 
damaged and drew fire as a decoy to divert enemy aircraft from attacking his fellow 
pilots on the mission. He was also awarded two Silver Stars and four Distinguished 
Flying Crosses. In retirement, Broughton wrote “Rupert Red Two” (2007), a memoir 
whose title drew on his call sign while a young military pilot. Broughton told of 
his Vietnam experiences in “Thud Ridge” (1969) and “Going Downtown: The War 
Against Hanoi and Washington” (1988), “Downtown” being the American pilots’ 
nickname for North Vietnam’s capital. Broughton is survived by his wife, Alice Joy; 
daughters Sheila Broughton, Kathleen Schaefer and Maureen Broughton Murrah; a 
son Mark Broughton; his brother, retired Air Force Col. Robert Nettles Broughton; 
and nine grandchildren. The family is arranging burial at Fort Rosecrans National 
Cemetery in San Diego.

Retired Chief Master Sgt. Daniel R. Cane (Maintenance 
Superintendent 1958-63) died Jan. 4. Survivors include daughters 
Candace Jacobs and Nova (Jim) Heersche; sons Martin, Chris  
and Nick Cane; six grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; 
brothers Loren Hewitt and Richard Cane; and sisters Jeanne 
Babcock and Grace Angeleo. Services were Jan. 5 at the Veterans 
Cemetery in Winfield, Kan. 

LeRoy “Dave” Davis (Aircraft Maintenance 1959-60) died Sept. 10, 2005. Survivors 
include sons Glen, Bob (Kelly) and Patrick Davis; four grandchildren; sisters Marie 
(Carl) Ripp, Rosie (Harold) Kaiser; and brother Robert Davis. Interment was at 
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery. 

Continued on back page
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Retired Lt. Col. Chet Golka (Transport Pilot 1958-60), 71, died  
June 11, 2005. He is survived by his daughters Susan and Sheryl 
Golka; son Steven (Tera) Golka; one granddaughter; and two 
sisters. Interment was at Cook-Walden Capital Parks Cemetery.

David Hahn (Flight Engineer Support Aircraft 1957-59), 72,  
died Oct. 17, 2009. 

Frank T. Haring (Aircraft Maintenance 1954-55), 73, died  
April 5, 2004.

Retired Master Sgt. Bernard A Mudd Jr. 
(Ground Support Equipment Repair 1965-70), 
82, died Dec. 1 at Nathan Adelson Hospice 
after a long illness. He was the 1967 winner of 
the Fitzgerald Award. Survivors include his 
wife of 59 years, Toshiko Mary Yamaguchi 
of Hokkaido, Japan. Funeral with military 
honors was held Dec. 10. 

Francis “Frank” Joseph Pianalto (Ground 
Equipment Repair 1963-64), 72, died Aug. 27 
in Sun City, Ariz. He was the 1964 Fitzgerald 
Award winner. Survivors include his sons 
Dan (Michelle) and Nick (Olivia); daughter 
Marla; two brothers; four sisters, and four 
grandchildren. Burial took place on Sept. 5 at 
Mount Calvary Cemetery in Atwood, Kan.

Retired Maj. Gen. Thomas 
S. Swalm (Commander/
Leader 1970-73) died Jan. 15 
in Plano, Texas. During his 
33 months with the team, 
he f lew in approximately 
290 official air shows and  
performed in 50 states and 
19 foreign countries. During 
a military career which 
spanned more than 32 years 

he commanded at the squadron, wing and air division levels. His 
final assignment was as commander of the U.S. Air Force Tactical 
Air Warfare Center at Eglin AFB, Fla. General Swalm also served 
in Southeast Asia as an F-4 flight commander where he completed 
220 combat missions, 105 over North Vietnam. The general was 
a command pilot with more than 7,000 flying hours in a variety 
of aircraft, including F-4s, F-5s, F-15s, F-16s, A-7s, A-10s, AT-38s, 
F-86s, F-100s, F-104s, F-106s, F-111s, T-33s and T-38s. His mili-
tary decorations and awards include the Distinguished Service 
Medal, Legion of Merit with two oak leaf clusters, Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Air Medal with 14 oak leaf clusters and Air Force 
Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters. He earned his 
parachutist badge at the U.S. Army Airborne School, Fort Benning, 
Ga. A memorial service was held Jan 26. Burial will be at Arlington 
National Cemetery at a date to be determined. Survivors include  
his wife Charlene, son Edward, daughter Lori and six grandchildren.

Continued from page 7
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